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Beekeeping is an ancient practice that 

has been practiced for thousands of 

years, providing sweet rewards for bee-

keepers and important pollination ser-

vices for agricultural producers. Origi-

nating in Asia and spreading throughout 

Europe and Africa, beekeeping spread 

from Europe in the 16th century to North 

America and Australia and is thought to 

have been practiced by Native Ameri-

cans. Beekeeping’s popularity in the 

United States is not new. In the 1940’s, 

there were over 5 million beehives in the 

United States to help with pollination of 

over 75% of our agricultural crops. To-

day, there are about half that. Neverthe-

less, there is a growing resurgence in 

beekeeping. There are upwards of 

120,000 beekeepers in the United States. 

Backyard beekeeping with the European 

honeybee (Apis mellifera) is a popular 

and growing hobby. Especially since the 

start of the pandemic in 2020, urban and 

hobby beekeeping has been booming, 

along with gardening, homesteading, and 

the local food movement. As the demand 

for more sustainably produced and ethi-

cally made food rises, so too has the de-

mand for locally produced honey and 

other bee products such as beeswax, 

royal jelly, and propolis.  

 

In Teton Valley and Jackson Hole, new 

beekeepers are also growing, with nearly 

50 Teton Valley beekeepers joining the 

Teton Valley Beekeepers Association in 

recent years with the University of Idaho 

Extension in Teton County office. Estab-

lished a couple of years ago, High Moun-

tain Pollinators is a nonprofit organiza-

tion based in Star Valley and Jackson, WY 

that has also attracted local Teton-area 

beekeepers eager to learn and contrib-

ute to local beekeeping efforts.  
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UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION UPDATE 

 

The reason for getting into beekeeping varies from individual to indi-

vidual, but some beekeepers have become interested in beekeeping 

after hearing about Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) which is the sud-

den loss and the absconding of honeybee colonies, decimating up-

wards of 80% of a colony. Scientists now think CCD is a multitude of 

factors such as habitat loss, pesticide use, and diseases and pests 

such as Varroa mite infestations (an introduced parasitic arthropod 

from Asia that feeds on honeybees). Others become interested in 

beekeeping for honeybee products and to become connected to the 

natural world. Many beekeepers want to “save the bees” and find 

beekeeping as a gateway to learn that helping native pollinators and 

protecting their habitat and reducing pesticides are also equally, if 

not more important for the natural environment.  

 

Beekeeping in the Tetons comes with benefits and some ad-

vantages, however there are challenges one may not find in milder 

climates, such as our long, cold winters. With snow often present 

from October through April, the time for bees to be without pollen 

and nectar is considerable. This causes additional stress on bees 

already facing substantial challenges. Many bee colonies in our area 

die out due to lack of food (i.e., honey and pollen), mildew and 

mold, and most often, weak hives too stressed by mites and other 

environmental issues to survive our long winter months. Honeybees 

are non-native and domesticated. They are not easily adapted to our 

Teton climate, which is why some beekeepers are trying to breed 

honeybee stock and queens that are more resilient to mites, diseas-

es, and cold climates. Some advantages of beekeeping in our locale 

(besides the bee products, hobby and stewardship joys, and pollina-

tion services) are that some of the pests found in milder climates are 

also not able to survive our freezing, cold winters.  

 

Keeping bees in bear country is also another challenge. Bears and 

other animals such as skunks find honey and larvae a tempting food 

source. Once a bear learns that beehives are a yummy treat, more 

often these bears are euthanized—"a fed bear is a dead bear”. It is 

imperative that beekeepers are aware of this and particularly in ur-

ban-interface areas, beekeepers take measures to protect their 

hives and make their hive entrances less inviting. The most effective 

method to do this is to use an electric fence around a compact api-

ary. Beehives should also be kept as far away from timber and brush 

with cover and travel routes. Beekeepers should be bear aware and 

harvest honey as soon as possible to reduce the attractiveness to 

the hives. 

 

Lastly, if you are interested in keeping your own honeybees in the 

Tetons, I recommend doing your homework in advance before pur-

chasing bees and learning lessons the hard way. Take a class, learn 

from others, and join our Teton Valley Beekeeping Association. The 

association meets twice per year in the spring and fall, has shared-

use equipment like honey extractors, and hosts in-person apiary 

inspections for members during the summer. University of Idaho 

Extension, Teton County also hosts beginning beekeeping classes as 

part of our community food systems and 4-H programs.  

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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National 4-H News 
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State 4-H News 
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Please share your 4-H stories so we can share 

them with state stakeholders and partners. "A 4-H 

story describes the positive impact of personal 

growth and success that 4-H involvement has had 

on a youth person's life." It will only take a mi-

nute!  

Click on the link below and answer a few brief 

questions. Thank you! 

4-H Stories link:  

https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_dj833zOuYSqELAO 
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Alpine Horse Camp 

July 9– 12 , Alpine Wyoming 

 

Registration begins June 1 

Due June 30th 

Scholarships available, May  2nd 

Due May 30th 

Facebook:  alpine 4-H horse amp 

Website:Alpinehorsecamp.org 

Bonneville County Open  

Performance Horse Show 

This is a two show buckle series, with awards 

handed out  on July 13th..  Brought to you by the 

Bonneville 4-H Horse Youth Council.  

 

June 15, 2024 

July 13, 2024 

Where: Bonneville Co. Fairgrounds 

Questions:  

bonnevillehorsecouncil@gmial.com  

District Horse 

Contest 

Forms due back 

June 3rd 

Contest: June 17, 

2024 

Can receive forms from your 

County Office 

Franklin County Fairgrounds 

Caribou County Working Ranch Mock Show 

Grace Fairgrounds  June 22nd 9:00 am       

Sign up by June 14th 

$5.00 Entry fee 

$12.00 Cattle fee per event that uses 

cows. 

Call Caribou County Extension for more  

Information 208-547-3205 

State Horse Contest 

 

July 8-9 

Rigby 

You must qualify at the district 

contest to participate at state. 

Watch for further information  

 

The District Horse Council is looking for 

volunteers to serve on the council.  The 

Presidency has been formed for the next 

couple years so  if you would like to volun-

teer its safe now.  They would like to have 

someone from every county to voice their 

concern and opinion.  It takes us all to 

make it successful and work well.  Youth 

are welcome to be on the council.  If you 

would like more information you can con-

tact your County Extension Office. 
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Teton County 4-H News 

Breaking Ground: Teton County 

STEAM Club Prepares for AgRobotics 

Showdown! 

Greetings, Teton County STEAM enthusiasts! 

Excitement is buzzing as we gear up for the inaugural statewide  

AgRobotics competition, slated for July 13, 2024. This thrilling 

event promises to be a showcase of innovation, problem-solving, 

and collaboration, and our very own STEAM Club members are 

right at the heart of the action! 

Under the expert guidance of Robin Baumgartner and Matt Fisher, 

UI Extension 4-H State Educators, our club is diving headfirst into 

the world of agricultural robotics. Through their support of Teton 

County 4-H, we've been equipped with the necessary supplies and 

given four predetermined challenges to tackle in preparation for 

the big day. But here's the twist: participants will face two surprise 

challenges on the event day, adding an extra layer of excitement 

and unpredictability to the competition. 

To ensure we're ready to rise to the occasion, our 4-H STEAM Club 

will be meeting on June 18th, 25th, and July 9th to put our heads 

together, construct our robots, fine-tune our programming, and 

hone our skills on the four known challenges. Using the versatile 

LEGO Spike Prime platform, our young innovators are pooling their 

collective talents and creativity to craft a robot that can navigate 

any obstacle in its path. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of this endeavor is the spirit of 

collaboration that permeates every stage of our preparations. Eve-

ry member of our club brings their unique perspective and exper-

tise to the table, fostering an environment where ideas flourish and 

innovation thrives. Together, we're not just building robots; we're 

building bonds, friendships, and memories that will last a lifetime. 

As we embark on this journey, let's remember the words of Henry 

Ford: "Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is pro-

gress; working together is success." With our minds united and our 

spirits aflame, there's no challenge too daunting, no obstacle too 

formidable. The future of 4-H STEAM in Teton County is bright, and 

we can't wait to showcase our talents on the AgRobotics stage. 

Stay tuned for more updates as we countdown to the AgRobotics 

showdown of the year! 

Yours in innovation, 

Abby Grundler 

4-H STEAM Club Leader 
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The Community Foundation of Teton Valley is excit-
ed to announce 2024 Competitive Grant Award-
ees. Thanks to the generosity of Tin Cup Challeng-
ers, the Community Foundation was able to award 
nineteen Competitive Grants to Teton Valley non-
profits through this year’s Competitive Grant Pro-
gram. The Grant Committee awarded $80,000 di-
rectly to local organizations in support of programs 
and projects that will elevate lives in Teton Valley. 
Additionally, the Community Foundation recently 
granted $10,000 to a health and human service-
oriented nonprofit through the Opportunity Fund. 
  
Twenty-seven organizations submitted applica-
tions through the Competitive Grant program for a 
total request of $174,942. Applications were given 
equal weight and attention by our dedicated volun-
teer Grant Committee, who works together to de-
termine this focused funding. Six proposals were 
fully funded, while 13 saw partial application fund-
ing. By backing these projects today, the Founda-
tion helps support the future of these organiza-
tions and their dedicated programming. All award-
ees gathered at the Community Foundation to cel-
ebrate a total of $90,000 granted in support of criti-
cal community needs. 

Community Foundation of Teton County Announces 2024 Competitive Grant Awards: 

Above and Beyond the Classroom - $10,000: P.E. & 
Recreation Enrichment Expansion 
Aska's Animals Foundation - $5,000: Canine Behavior-
al Support Initiatives 
Blake Chapman Flight Scholarship - $2,050: Condor 2 
Soaring Simulator with Software 
Community Resource Center - $2,500: Home Goods 
Pantry Expansion 
Downtown Driggs Association - $2,200: Expanding 
Arts & Culture Awareness with Tech 
Education Foundation of Teton Valley - 
$1,000: Organizational Capacity & Impact Support 
Immigrant Hope - $3,000: Teton Valley Immigration 
Legal Services 
Mountain Bike the Tetons - $2,000: Program Equip-
ment Trailer 
PAWS of Teton Valley - $7,050: Organizational Sup-
port 
Teton Arts - $2,000: Bilingual Community Workshop 
Series 

Teton County Idaho 4-H - $3,000: Community 
Livestock Clubs Grow Strong 
Teton County Idaho Search & Rescue - 
$4,700: Emergency Medical Technician & Responder 
Training 
Teton Rock Gym - $1,000: Youth Movement Training 
Teton Valley Aquatics - $3,000: Teton Valley Aquatics 
Summer Program 
Teton Valley Food Pantry - $5,000: Community Collab-
oration 
Teton Valley Foundation - $5,000: Kotler Arena: Lock-
er Room & Spectator Area Expansion 
Teton Valley Trails & Pathways - $10,000: Sustaining 
Winter Trails - ATV Replacement 
Valley Adaptive Sports - $4,000: Adaptive Sports 
Scholarship Program 
Valley of the Tetons Library - $7,500: County-Wide 
Expansion of Resources 
  

Opportunity Fund 
Family Safety Network - $10,000: Safe Housing for All 
 
The Community Foundation of Teton Valley’s Compet-
itive Grant Program is made possible through charita-
ble donations to the Tin Cup Challenger Fund, as well 
as direct donations to the Grant Program, providing 
the Foundation with another avenue to help support 
local nonprofits in better meeting needs in our com-
munity.  Since 2008, the Foundation has awarded 
nearly $1 million dollars in Competitive Grant, Com-
munity Emergency Response, Opportunity Fund, and 
Youth Philanthropy Awards.  
   
Thank you, Challengers! 
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4-H CALENDAR 

May 

28- Lamb/Goat Weigh-In 4-6pm Fair-

grounds 

June 

10-Leader Council Meeting 7-8:30 PM 

3,10,17,24-Record Book Help 10-Noon 

7, 21 &28– ABC 4-H Friday 

12-14-Alpine 4-H Camp, Alpine WY. 

July 

13 AgRobotics Competition 9-2 

1,8,15,22– Record Book Help 10-Noon 

Alpine Horse Camp To Be Announced 

12, 19 & 26– ABC 4-H Friday 

August 

2– ABC 4-H Friday 

Teton County Fair August 5th-10th 

 5th 8 AM Horse Show 

        4 PM Working Ranch Show 

 6th 8 AM Interview/Judging  non-

 animal 

         5:30 PM Style Review 

 7th 9-12 PM 4-H Demonstrations 

             TBD PM Livestock Weigh-in 

 8th 8 AM 4-H FAA Livestock Show 

                        3 PM Poultry/Rabbit Shows 

 9th 9-12 PM 4-H Demonstrations 

                       4-6PM 4-H Buyers Appreciation            

    Dinner 

 10th 8 AM Cat Show 

           9 AM Dog Show 

  

 

 

Teton County Sheep/Goats Weigh-In and Tagging 

May 28th  4-6pm Teton County Fair Grounds.   

Remember to bring your 

filled out COOL form with 

club members name on it. 

Species must have a 

scrapies tag. Sheep must 

weigh 110 lbs. Goats must 

weigh 70 lbs. at final weigh-

in to sell at the 4-H/FFA Jr. 

Livestock Sale at Teton 

County Fair. 

If your kids need  help getting their record books started or are unsure of 

where to list things once they have started, we can help.  Join us for a rec-

ord book clinic on Monday, June 3, 10, 17, 24 and July 1, 8, 15, 22 from 

10am-noon and we can help.  Make sure the 4-H’er brings their Zsuite log-

in information.  Make sure you bring all needed club and project infor-

mation with you so we can help you catch up or finish each section.     Re-

member all youth must complete an involvement report. Call us at 208-

776-8235 if you have question.   Scan QR code for tips. 

Need Record Book Help? 
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TETON  COUNTY 

TETON FOOD AND FARM COALITION MEETING 

4th Wednesday of Every Month, 12-1pm via Zoom 

Register for Zoom Meetings: WWW.tetonfoodfarmcoalition.org 

 

UI EXTENSION SHEEP AND GOAT MONTHLY WEBINARS 

UI Extension offers webinars on sheep and goat topics . Follow 

them on Facebook @UISheepandGoats for the current sched-

ule of topics  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS CONTACT US 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION, TETON COUNTY 

Mailing Address: 

150 Courthouse Dr. #208. Driggs, ID 83422 

Physical Address:                                                                   

445 N. Main St., Driggs, ID. 83422 

Phone: 208-776-8235 

Email:  Teton@uidaho.edu 

Web: www.uidaho.edu/extension/county/teton/4-h  

 

Staff: 

Jennifer Werlin, Extension Educator 

Tammy Sachse, Extension Assistant 

Abby Grundler,  4-H Coordinator 

Will Weygint-4-H Assistant 

 

 

 


