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Trade wreck?
When ag policy meets reality
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Hunger Today
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Hunger Tomorrow?
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Available Land

Water Supply

Infrastructure

Environment

Food Constraints

Technology Policies

Source: SOLAW, FAO 2011
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“Sustainable Intensification”

We have the technology
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70% more food by 2050, using…

Less land

Less water

Less fertilizer

Fewer pesticides
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Science
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Soybean Pipeline
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Competing World Views

Slow Food Fast Food
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A Tale of Two Trends

Brazil – 40% growth 
from 2010-2019

EU – 4% growth 
from 2010-2019
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Opposition to Technology
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Global Demand

Source: Washington Post
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Opposition to Trade
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Three Trade Wrecks
on the Horizon
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Slow Approvals

Wreck #1
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Slow?

EU claims end 
to moratorium

Dust from unapproved 
corn variety brings soy 

imports to a halt

EU Submissions and Authorizations
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Or Broken?

"In terms of the risk management stage, nearly all respondents, whether [member state] 
Competent Authorities or stakeholders, believed this was not fully operational.“

- EU Report on the state of the biotech regulatory system
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Stacked Products

Wreck #2

Combining two or more GE traits 
through conventional breeding
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No review of 
stacks

Two Traits Two Approvals

Okay

Okay

Separate review 
of stacks

Two Traits
Three Approvals

Okay

Okay

Okay

Combinations also approved

No review of 
stacks

Six Traits Six Approvals

Okay

Okay

Separate review 
of stacks

Six Traits
720 Potential 

Approvals

6 x 5 x 4 x 3 x 2 
Okay

Okay

Okay

Okay

720 permutations 

8-way stacks 
already exist

Stacks will cripple the system
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Low Level Presence
Unauthorized GE Products in the Food Supply

Wreck #3
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Sources of LLP
“Asynchronous approval” (AA) - Where at least one cultivating 
country has already authorized a GE crop while other (importing) 
countries have not. 

Source: AgBioForum

“Isolated foreign approval” (IFA, or “asymmetric approval”) -
Where a cultivating country has authorized a GE crop, but its 
developer does not seek approval in foreign markets. 

Research events - Where a country has authorized the cultivation 
of a GE crop in field trials only, but due to accidental admixture, 
traces end up in the commercial crop or food supply. 
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EU Snapshot
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Co-mingling

= 330 trillion soybeans

==

=

1 barge 15 rail cars 50 large semis

38 barges

1 Panamax Ship
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Movement
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Increasing
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Hard Truths

Zero is a very small number

You get what you pay for

If you test, you will find
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Many GE products + Many countries + 
Slow approvals + Stacked reviews +

Zero tolerance (for LLP) 
= Trade Wreck
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http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/envir/gmo/economic_impactGMOs_en.pdf
DG Agri Report

Everybody Pays

Livestock production accounts 
for 40% of the total value of 
agricultural production

EU ag economy runs on cheap 
animal feed

Imports $15 billion in biotech 
animal feed each year
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Could it happen?
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March 26, 2012 Vermicelli noodles GM Rice China
March 26, 2012 Gnocchi GM Rice China
March 23, 2012 Noodles GM Rice China
March 23, 2012 Papaya GM Papayas Thailand
March 23, 2012 Red yeast rice GM Rice China
March 23, 2012 Biscuits GM Rice China
March 19, 2012 Vermicelli noodles GM Rice Hong Kong
March 19, 2012 Rice protein powder GM Rice China
March 16, 2012 Papayas GM Papayas Thailand
March 16, 2012 Bakery products GM Rice China
March 15, 2012 Vermicelli noodles GM Rice Hong Kong
March 14, 2012 Basmati rice GM Rice Pakistan
March 14, 2012 Chestnut GM chestnut China 
March 14, 2012 Sesame GM sesame China 
March 13, 2012 Organic Papaya GM Papayas Thailand 
March 13, 2012 Rice crackers GM promoter China
March 8, 2012 Vermicelli noodles GM Rice China

EU countries detecting unauthorized products: Germany, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, Great Britain

EU Rapid Alerts – March 2012

It happens every day
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What next?
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Things will get worse before they get better

Which might help policies align with market realities

Creating the potential for severe market disruptions
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Reframing the discussionFinding Common Ground
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