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Building Birdhousesto Attract I nsect-Eating Birds

Kas Dumroese

Birdsareimportant in the control of insectsinyour
forest. It'sbeenwell documented that birdsregulate
populationsof forest pests, including bark beetles, larch
casebearer, spruce budworm and tussock moth. You
can encourageawidevariety of birdsinyour woodlot
by maintaining adiversity of plantsandleaving anding
dead treesfor birdsto hollow-out nesting Sites.

Commoninsect-eaterseasily attracted to nesting boxes
arehousewrens, swallowsand chickadees. House
wrensand swallows (treeand viol et-green) aresummer
resdents. Threespeciesof chickadee (black-capped,
mountain and chestnut-backed) resideyear-round,
oftenforming gregariousgroupsduring winter.

Conveniently, dl of thesebirdsuseasimilar sized
nesting box. They will al useal 1/4inch entrance
hole. If sparrowsareaprobleminyour area, useal 1/
8inch entrance holeasthe chickadeesand housewrens
can gtill enter the box but sparrowswill be excluded.
Any woodwill do, but I likerough-hewn cedar for
mine. Youmay usenailsto assembleyour birdhouse,
but | prefer using deck screw becausethey holdthe
housetogether better asthewood shrinksand ages.
Refer tothediagram for assembly.

Housewrens prefer shrubby wood marginsand thick-
ets. Maehousewrensbegin nest building beforethe
femaesarrive, and oftenfill every potentid nesting site
inthearesq, either to givethefemaleabetter selection or
toward off competingwrens. You' |l have better luck
attracting wrensif you put up severa housesfor them.

Black-capped chickadeesinhabit smilar areasas
wrens, but aso coniferousand mixed coniferous-
hardwood forest. Treeswallowsprefer wood margins
but viol et-green svalowswill nest within standsof
trees.

Severd good publicationsdeding with nesting boxes
and attracting birdsinclude: The Complete Birdhouse
Book by Donad and Lillian Stokes, published by Little,
Brown and Company (ISBN 0-316-81714-7); How
to Attract Birds by Ortho (ISBN 0-89721-011-5);
Garden Birds, How to Attract Birdsto Your Garden
by Noble Proctor, published by Rodale Press (ISBN
0-87857-592-8).

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 3,
No. 1.
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