%yr% Universityofldaho
Cooperative Extension System

Ul Extension Forestry Information Series

Insects and Diseases No. 4

Asian Gypsy Moth
Chris Schnepf

Many of you have probably read about the Asian
gypsy moth discovered in 1992 along the Pacific
coast. If it getshere, thispest could cause extensive
damageto many treesin ldaho.

What isthe Asian gypsy moth? The Asian gypsy moth
isacloseredativeof theNorth American (N.A.) gypsy
moth, which wasintroduced to Massachusettsfrom
Europein 1870 and grew to become one of theworst
treeinsect pestsin U.S. history. In 1990 and 1991,
the Asian gypsy moth wasfoundin several coastal
townsin Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia.

How didit get here? During an outbreak in Siberia,
Asian gypsy moths deposited egg masseson ships
docked ininfested areas. These shipscrossed the
ocean and docked inwestern U.S. seaports, where
the gypsy moth eggs hatched, and theinsectsmoved
inland.

How do thetwo gypsy moths compare? Asian and
NL.A. gypsy mothsarevirtually identical tothe naked
eye. Themaindifferenceisin behavior. Brigfly, the
Asiangypsy moth differsfromtheN.A. gypsy mothin
thet:

* Larvaeest conifer needlesmorereadily (its
preferred hostsarelarch, alder and willow).

» Femaemothscan fly upto 20 miles, which alows
populationsto spread fast (the N.A. gypsy mothis
flightless).

» Some eggs may hatch over a3-year time period
and at different timesof theyear.

What isbeing doneto stop Asian gypsy moth?
Several agenciesare cooperating to prevent the Asian
gypsy moth from getting astrong foothold here. The
USDA Anima Plant and Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) isleading theeffort, including prevention,

trapping, eradication of new infestations, and intens-
fied research on identification and behavior.

Theldaho Department of Lands hasused pheromone
trapsto monitor gypsy mothssince 1974. If any Asian
gypsy mothsmakeit here, the DL traps should pick
someup, asboth varieties are attracted to the same
pheromone.

We have had severd callsfrom peoplewho believed
they had gypsy mothlarvae. Thefollowing characteris-
ticsmay hel p you di stinguish between gypsy moth
caterpillarsand speciesthey are commonly confused
with:

» Gypsy moth: fiveredand six blue*bumps’ on
upper sideof caterpillar. Thesefeaturesare often
not visibleonyounger larvee.

» Tussock moth caterpillar: four distinctivetan
“tussocks’ (compacted hair tufts) on upper side of
caterpillar, andlong, dark, hair “horns’ at front and
rear.

» Western tent caterpillar: nobumpsor tussocks,
yellow and blue stripesrunning along upper side of
caerpillar.

If you are not surewhether you have agypsy moth,
don't hesitateto bring asampleinfor positiveidentifi-
cation.

Thisinformation first appeared in
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