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A very common harvesting method usedin Idahois
caled diameter limit cutting. Thisisthe practice of
cutting thelargest and most va uabletreesin awoodl ot
and leaving thesmaller, lessvauabletreesfor the next
harvedt. Itisoftenfasey referredtoas” thinning”.

Therational e behind thistype of management isbased
upon thefact that many small privatewoodland
ownershavetheir landsasahobby and investment.
Thewoodlot ismanaged on asparetime and need
bass. Diameter limit cuttingissmpletodoand
generatesthemost immediate money. Thisisall very
fine except for two reasons. First, alandowner could
get moremoney fromthat samewoodlot if alongterm
management system that considersthefuturewere
used. Second, abig treeisnot awaysolder thana
smdll tree, itisoftenjust growing faster. By cutting all
of thelargest trees, thelandowner may beleaving the
dower growing or genetically inferior treesbehind,
which aremore susceptibleto disease and insect
attack. Thisdecreasesthe general hedlth of theforest.

Theadvantages of leaving some of the best treesare
many. Healthy big trees produce more seed and the
resulting seedlingswill havethe growth characteristics
of the parents. Big treeswith good crownsalso keep
getting bigger and morevaluablefor the next harvest.
A woodlot with avariety of treesizesismore pleasant
tolook at and tendsto be more beneficial for wildlife.
Trees should be selected for harvest because they
have stopped growingwell, regardiessof their size. A
properly managed woodlot will producealarge
percentage of big treesfor harvest and till leavethe
best to continue growing and reproducing.

If you arethinking of harvesting timber, please contact
an ldaho Department of LandsWoodland Forester,
county Extension Agent, or privateforestry consultant

for advice. A recent nationwide survey has shown that
inmost cases, aconsulting forester canasmuch as
doubleyour futurewoodlot output whileincreasing
your incomefromyour present timber harvest. For
moreinformation contact the Ul Extension Forestry
officeand ask for CIS 630 Diameter Limit Cutting
— A Questionable Practice.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 1,
No. 1.
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