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ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�^E�W�ƉĂǇ-
ŵĞŶƚƐ͘�^ƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ͕ �ǁĞ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚ�^E�W Ɛ͛�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ŚŽƵƐĞ-
ŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌƵƌĂů�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͕ �
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ͕�ŵŝĚĚůĞͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ-
holds in these economies.3�^E�W�ŚĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�

ϭഩdŚĞ�&ŽŽĚ͕��ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŶĞƌŐǇ��Đƚ�ŽĨ�ϮϬϬϴ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ΨϮϴϴ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ͕�ĮǀĞͲ
ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ďŝůů͘�EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚǁŽͲƚŚŝƌĚƐ�
ŽĨ�&Ăƌŵ��ŝůů�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů�EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
;^E�WͿ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ϵϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŶƵƚƌŝ-
ƟŽŶ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�&Ăƌŵ��ŝůů͘
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ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƐ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽƵƌ�͞ƉĞƌŝƉŚ-
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ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ͘�dŚĞ�
ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�
^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ�ĞīĞĐƚƐ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉŝůůŽǀĞƌ�
ŵƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƌƵƌĂů�ƉĞƌŝƉŚ-
ĞƌǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ŽŶ�ŚŝŐŚͲ
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌŝůǇ�ĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞĚ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞͲƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ͘�

Case Study of the Portland, Oregon 
Economic Region

dŽ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ŚŽǁ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƉŽŽƌ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƐƉŝůůƐ�
ŽǀĞƌ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƌƵƌĂů�ƉĞ-
ƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĐŽŶ-
ƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ�Ă�DƵůƟƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�^ŽĐŝĂů��ĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�DĂƚƌŝǆ�ŵŽĚĞů�
;DZͲ^�DͿ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ͕�KƌĞŐŽŶ͕�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŽƌĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƐƵďƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ƐƵďƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚͲsĂŶĐŽƵǀĞƌͲ
�ĞĂǀĞƌƚŽŶ͕�KZͲt��DĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶ�^ƚĂƟƐƟĐĂů��ƌĞĂ͘�dŚĞ�ƐƵƌ-
ƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƐƵďƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�Ϯϳ�ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůůǇ�ďĞĞŶ�ůŝŶŬĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�
core4�;&ŝŐƵƌĞ�ϭͿ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƌƵƌĂů�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƐƵďƌĞŐŝŽŶ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ��ƵŐĞŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�
KƌĞŐŽŶ͕�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ůŝŶŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�
ŶŽƌƚŚͲƐŽƵƚŚ�ƚƌĂǀĞů�ŽŶ�/ŶƚĞƌƐƚĂƚĞ�ϱ͘�/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϲ͕�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ŚĂĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϰ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�Ϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘�dŽƚĂů�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�
ǁĂƐ�Ψϭϰϰ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕�Ψϳϲ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ψϲϰ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘

tĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ϮϬϬϲ�/DW>�E�ĚĂƚĂďĂƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽŌǁĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�^ŽĐŝĂů��ĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�DĂƚƌŝĐĞƐ͘�tĞ�
ƵƐĞĚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĨƌŽŵ�/DW>�E�ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�
ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƚƌĂĚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ��ĐŽ-
ŶŽŵŝĐ��ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ůĂďŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƌŶ-

ƉĂǇŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͖�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ŝŐŶŽƌĞƐ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚĂǆĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�^E�W�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘

ϰഩdŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĂƐ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ŚĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ��Ƶ-
ŐĞŶĞ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ��ƌĞĂƐ�ĂƐ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�h^��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ��ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�
;h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ��ŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͕�ϭϵϳϱͿ͘

ŝŶŐƐ�ŇŽǁƐ͘��ĞƚĂŝůƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŽĚĞů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
,ŽůůĂŶĚ�Ğƚ�Ăů͘�;ϮϬϬϵͿ�ĂŶĚ�>ĞǁŝŶ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ͘ϱ 

Impact of SNAP in the Portland, Oregon 
Core and Periphery

tŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽĚĞů͕�ǁĞ�ĂŶĂůǇǌĞ�ŚŽǁ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�
ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐϲ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�Žƌ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĂīĞĐƚ�

ϱഩdŚĞ�ŵŽĚĞů�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ƉƌĞͲƌĞĐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͘�dŚĞ�
ŵŽĚĞů�ǁĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ĂƐƐƵŵĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŝĐĞƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�^E�W�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�;ŶŽ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌĂŝŶƚͿ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞ�ŐŽŽĚƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƟŽŶ�;ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞ�
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞͿ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĞƐ�ĨĂĐĞ�
ĮǆĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƚǇ�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ�;ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞͿ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ǁŝůů�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƟŽŶĂůůǇ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŝŶƉƵƚƐ�;ŝĨ�Ăůů�
ŝŶƉƵƚƐ�ĚŽƵďůĞ͕�ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ǁŝůů�ĚŽƵďůĞͿ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ĂƐƐƵŵƉƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůĞ�ŝĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ŝƐ�ƐŵĂůů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů�
ŝŶƉƵƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĂĚĂďůĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƌĞ-
ŐŝŽŶ͘�^E�W�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�Ϭ͘ϭϭ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�Ϭ͘Ϯϯ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŽƚĂů�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͕ �ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͘

ϲഩ/Ŷ�KƌĞŐŽŶ͕�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ďĞůŽǁ�ϭϯϬ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�^E�W͘ �/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϭ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ǁĂƐ�ΨϮϮ͕ϯϱϬ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�

Figure 1. Portland Core-Periphery Region

Metro core Trade area periphery

WASH I NG TON

OR EGON



May 2013 OreCal Issues Brief No. 008 3

a policy research collaboration
Center for Agricultural & Environmental Policy at Oregon State University
University of California Agricultural Issues Center

OreCal

ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�
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ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W͕ �ǁĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�&ĞĚ-
ĞƌĂů�&ƵŶĚƐ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�;h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕��ƵƌĞĂƵ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐ͕�ϮϬϬϳͿ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ƚŽƚĂů�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ďǇ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ͘�/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϲ͕�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƚŽƚĂůĞĚ�Ψϭϵϭ͘Ϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ΨϯϭϮ͘ϵ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘�

Who receives SNAP Payments?

tĞ�ĞǆĂŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϬϱʹϮϬϬϳ�WhD^�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝ-
ĐĂŶ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ�;h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕�
�ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐ͕�ϮϬϬϴďͿ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝ-
ĐĂŶ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ͕ �ƚǁŽͲƚŚŝƌĚƐ�;ϲϳ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚͿ�ŽĨ�^E�W�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ďĞ-
ůŽǁ�ΨϮϱ͕ϬϬϬ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϵϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�
ΨϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ �^ŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŝŶ�
KƌĞŐŽŶ�ŝƐ�ϯ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐŝĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�
ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŽĨ�ϯ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ψϭϲ͕ϲϬϬ͕�ŽŶĞ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ďĞŶĞĮĐŝĂƌǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞ-
ŚŽůĚƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ďĞůŽǁ�ΨϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶ-
ƐƵƐ�ĚĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ��Žŵ-
ŵƵŶŝƚǇ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ�ĚŝīĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶŝŶŐ�^E�W�ĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ͕ �ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�^E�W�ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŚŝŐŚ-
ĞƌͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐͲĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ǀŽůĂƟůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͕�ƐŽ�
ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƉůĂƵƐŝďůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŵĞĚŝƵŵͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŚĂĚ�
ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌŝůǇ�ůŽǁ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽƌƚͲƚĞƌŵ�ůŽƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĨŽƌ�^E�W�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ ϳ 

/Ŷ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ�ŚŽǁ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ĂīĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͕�ǁĞ�ŵƵůƟƉůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�

ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂĚũƵƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ďĞůŽǁ�ΨϮϵ͕Ϭϱϱ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�^E�W͘ �dŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ĨŽƌ�ĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǀĂƌŝĞĚ�
ŽǀĞƌ�ƟŵĞ͕�ĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ZZ�͕�ŝŶ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚƌĞƐŚŽůĚ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌŝůǇ�ƚŽ�ϭϴϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ͘

ϳഩdŚĞ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�/ŶĚĞǆ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
^ŽĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�WŽůŝĐǇ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�Ăƚ�zĂůĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕ �ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ϮϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�KƌĞŐŽŶŝĂŶƐ�ůŽƐƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�
ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ͘�^ĞĞ�,ĂĐŬĞƌ�Ğƚ�Ăů͘�;ϮϬϭϬĂͿ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�,ĂĐŬĞƌ�Ğƚ�Ăů͘�;ϮϬϭϬďͿ�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚĞǆ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��^/�
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�;ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŝŶĚĞǆ͘ŽƌŐ͍ͬƉсƵƐŵĂƉͿ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ͘

^E�W�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ďǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŐƌŽƵƉ Ɛ͛�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŵƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ͘ �
dŚŝƐ�ǁĂǇ�ŽĨ�ĞƐƟŵĂƟŶŐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ĂƐƐƵŵĞƐ͕�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�^E�W�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĂƐ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ĂŶ�ƵŶƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚĞĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ͕�ŝ͘Ğ͘�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�^E�W�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŝƐ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶ-
ƟƌĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŐŽŽĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ-
hold.8�^ĞĞ�>ĞǁŝŶ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨƵůůĞƌ�ĞǆƉůĂŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ͘�

SNAP Payment Impact on Core and Periphery Incomes

dŚĞ�Ψϭϵϭ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌĞ�ďŽŽƐƚĞĚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ-
Ăů�ΨϳϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ψϲ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘�
^ŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�Ψϯϭϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�^E�W�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ĂĚ-
ĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ΨϭϬϴ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�Ψϭϴ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�;&ŝŐƵƌĞ�ϮͿ͘

ϴഩ,ĂŶƐŽŶ�;ϮϬϭϬͿ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ� �͞Ɛ�ƐƟƉƵůĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƌƵůĞƐ͕�ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ�
ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�Ăƚ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ĞŵƉŝƌŝĐĂů�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĮŶĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ�ƐŚŝŌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĐĂƐŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ĨŽŽĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŶŽŶ-
ĨŽŽĚ�ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞƐ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘��ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ĨŽŽĚ�Ğǆ-
ƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞƐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ďǇ�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͕�
ǁŚŝůĞ�ŶŽŶĨŽŽĚ�ĞǆƉĞŶĚŝƚƵƌĞƐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ͟�;Ɖ͘�ϴͿ͘

Figure 2. Impacts of SNAP Payments on 
Core and Periphery Regions, 2006
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�ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�
ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�
ĐŽƌĞ͕�ƐƉŝůůŽǀĞƌ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�;ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ůĂƌŐĞƌͿ�ƚŚĂŶ�
ƐƉŝůůŽǀĞƌ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĐŽƌĞ�^E�W�ƉĂǇ-
ŵĞŶƚƐ͘�EŽŶĞƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƐƉŝůůŽǀĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�
ƐŵĂůů�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ͕�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϲϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ďŽƚŚ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘

SNAP Payment Impact on Low-Income Households

,ŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ďĞůŽǁ�ΨϮϱ͕ϬϬϬ�ĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞͲĮŌŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŽŶĞͲƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�;&ŝŐƵƌĞƐ�ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϰͿ͘�
dŚĞƐĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚǁŽ�ƚŚŝƌĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ďƵƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�
ϭϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘�
:ƵƐƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚ-
ůĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ĂĐĐƌƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘

SNAP Payment Impact on Higher-Income 

Households

,ŝŐŚĞƌͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŽŶůǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ŽŶĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŐĞƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϵϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
indirect and induced income impact and 
ũƵƐƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�
ŽĨ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘�hƉƉĞƌͲŵŝĚĚůĞ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
;ΨϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ƚŽ�Ψϵϵ͕ϵϵϵ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞͿ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞͲƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂ-
ƟŽŶ͕�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϵ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ďƵƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϰϰ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
indirect and induced and spillover impacts 
ĂŶĚ�ϭϵ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ͘�,ŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ΨϭϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�
ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ϯ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ďƵƚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŽďƚĂŝŶ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϯϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϴ͘ϲ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚŽƚĂů�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘

�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝ-
ďƵƟŽŶĂů�ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�^E�W�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĞǆĂŵŝŶĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�
ŽĨ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽŶ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�
ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘�,ŝŐŚͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�
ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞǆƚƌĂ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�^E�W�
ƚŚĂŶ�ůŽǁĞƌͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘�,ŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƉĞƌ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�^E�W�
ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƉĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�Ψϭϯϳ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�

Figure 3. Impacts of Core SNAP Payments by 
Household Income Group, 2006
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Figure 4. Impacts of Periphery SNAP Payments by 
Household Income Group, 2006
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ƉŽŽƌĞƐƚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ΨϮϱ�;&ŝŐƵƌĞƐ�ϱ�
ĂŶĚ�ϲͿ͘

dŚĞ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƉĞƌ�
ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŐŚͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁĂƐ�ΨϮϱϬ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŽƌ-
ĞƐƚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�Ψϰϴ�ƉĞƌ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ͘

Conclusion

/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϲ͕�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�ĐŽƌĞͲƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ΨϱϬϰ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů�
EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�KĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ͕�Ψϭϵϭ�ŵŝů-
ůŝŽŶ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚͲŵĞƚƌŽ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�
Ψϯϭϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ďƌŝĞĨ͕ �ǁĞ�ĞǆĂŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�
ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�
ƚŽ�;ƉƌŝŵĂƌŝůǇͿ�ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�
ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ͘�&ŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐ-
ƚĂŶĐĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞƐ�Ă�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�
ŽĨ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌĞͲƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ƐƉŝůů�ŽǀĞƌ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͘��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐƉŝůůŽǀĞƌƐ͕�
ĐŽƌĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�^E�W�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�
ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ͘�
&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ŚŝŐŚͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽŶ�
ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚŝƌĞĐƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�^E�W͘ �

/Ŷ�ƐƵŵŵĂƌǇ͕ �ĨŽŽĚ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘�^E�W�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂīĞĐƚ�ŝŶ-
ĐŽŵĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�^E�W�ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚ�ůŝǀĞƐ�
ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂůůǇ�ůŝŶŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĂƌĞĂ͘�^E�W�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�ƐŝǌĞĂďůĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ůŽǁͲŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘ഩJ

Figure 5. Average Indirect, Induced and 
Spillover Impact of Total SNAP 
Payments in the Core, 2006
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Figure 6. Average Indirect, Induced and 
Spillover Impact of Total SNAP 
Payments in the Periphery, 2006

Dollars

Less than
$24,999

$25,000
to $49,999

$50,000
to $99,999

$100,000
or more

300

250

200

150

100

50

0

Periphery-core
spillover impact

Periphery-periphery
indirect and induced impact



May 2013 OreCal Issues Brief No. 008 6

a policy research collaboration
Center for Agricultural & Environmental Policy at Oregon State University
University of California Agricultural Issues Center

OreCal

ACkNOwlEDGMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ďƌŝĞĨ�ďĞŶĞĮƚĞĚ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟǀĞ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌǇ�
�ĂƐƚůĞ�ĂŶĚ�:Ğī�ZĞŝŵĞƌ͕ �ďŽƚŚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�
�ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐ�Ăƚ�KƌĞŐŽŶ�^ƚĂƚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͘�

FOR FURTHER READING

,ĂĐŬĞƌ͕ �:͘^͕͘�'͘�͘�,ƵďĞƌ͕ �W͘ �ZĞŚŵ͕�D͘�^ĐŚůĞƐŝŶŐĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�Z͘�sĂůůĞƩĂ͘�ϮϬϭϬĂ͘�
͞�ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�Ăƚ�ZŝƐŬ͗�&ŝŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�/ŶĚĞǆ͕͟ �
ZŽĐŬĞĨĞůůĞƌ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͘

,ĂĐŬĞƌ͕ �:͘^͕͘�'͘�͘�,ƵďĞƌ͕ �W͘ �ZĞŚŵ͕�D͘�^ĐŚůĞƐŝŶŐĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�Z͘�sĂůůĞƩĂ͘�ϮϬϭϬď͘�͞dŚĞ�
�ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�/ŶĚĞǆ͗���EĞǁ�DĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�
tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�dŚĞŝƌ�&ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�;dĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ZĞƉŽƌƚͿ͕͟ �ZŽĐŬĞĨĞůůĞƌ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͘

,ĂŶƐŽŶ͕�<͘�ϮϬϭϬ͘�dŚĞ�&ŽŽĚ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�/ŶƉƵƚͲKƵƚƉƵƚ�DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌƐ�
;&�E/KDͿ�DŽĚĞů�ĂŶĚ�^ƟŵƵůƵƐ��īĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�^E�W͘ ��ZZͲϭϬϯ͘�h͘^͘��ĞƉƚ͘�ŽĨ�
�ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕��ĐŽŶ͘�ZĞƐ͘�^Ğƌǀ͘ �KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϬ͘

,ŽůůĂŶĚ͕��͘t͕͘�W͘ �͘�>ĞǁŝŶ͕��͘�^ŽƌƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ��͘�͘�tĞďĞƌ͘ �ϮϬϬϵ͘�,Žǁ��ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂůůǇ�
/ŶƚĞƌĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�WŽƌƚůĂŶĚ�DĞƚƌŽ��ŽƌĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�/ƚƐ�ZƵƌĂů�WĞƌŝƉŚĞƌǇ͍���
�ŽŵƉĂƌŝƐŽŶ��ĐƌŽƐƐ�dǁŽ��ĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘�tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�Z^W�ϬϵϬϭ͘�KƌĞŐŽŶ�^ƚĂƚĞ�
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕ �ZƵƌĂů�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕��ŽƌǀĂůůŝƐ͕�KZ͘

>ĞǁŝŶ͕�W͘ �ϮϬϭϭ͘�dŚƌĞĞ��ƐƐĂǇƐ�ŽŶ�&ŽŽĚ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͕ �&ŽŽĚ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�DŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ͘�
WŚ���ŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƟŽŶ͘�KƌĞŐŽŶ�^ƚĂƚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͘

h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�&ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘�ϮϬϭϬ͘�^E�W�
WĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�ZĂƚĞƐ�;^ƚĂƚĞͿ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�^ƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů�EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ��ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
;^E�WͿ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ͘��ǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĨŶƐ͘ƵƐĚĂ͘ŐŽǀͬŽƌĂͬŵĞŶƵͬWƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ 
ͬ^E�Wͬ^E�WWĂƌƚ^ƚĂƚĞ͘Śƚŵ͘��ĐĐĞƐƐĞĚ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϭ͘

h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐ͘�ϮϬϬϳ͘��ŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�
&ĞĚĞƌĂů�&ƵŶĚƐ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ͕�&ŝƐĐĂů�zĞĂƌ�ϮϬϬϲ͘��ǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬŚĂƌǀĞƐƚĞƌ͘ ĐĞŶƐƵƐ 
͘ŽƌŐͬĐīƌͬĂƐƉͬ'ĞŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ͘ĂƐƉ͘��ĐĐĞƐƐĞĚ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϭ͘

h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐ͘�ϮϬϬϴĂ͘�ϮϬϬϱʹϮϬϬϳ�
�ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ�ϯͲzĞĂƌ��ƐƟŵĂƚĞƐ͘��ǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ͗� 
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĨĂĐƞŝŶĚĞƌ͘ ĐĞŶƐƵƐ͘ŐŽǀͬƐĞƌǀůĞƚͬ�ĂƚĂƐĞƚDĂŝŶWĂŐĞ^ĞƌǀůĞƚ͍ͺƉƌŽŐƌĂŵс��^Θ 
ͺƐƵďŵĞŶƵ/ĚсĚĂƚĂƐĞƚƐͺϮΘͺůĂŶŐсĞŶ͘��ĐĐĞƐƐĞĚ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϬ͘

h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵĞƌĐĞ͕��ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞŶƐƵƐ͘�ϮϬϬϴď͘��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�
�ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�^ƵƌǀĞǇ�WƵďůŝĐ�hƐĞ�DŝĐƌŽĚĂƚĂ�^ĂŵƉůĞ�;WhD^Ϳ�ϮϬϬϱʹϮϬϬϳ�ϯͲzĞĂƌ͘ �
�ǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬĨĂĐƞŝŶĚĞƌ͘ ĐĞŶƐƵƐ͘ŐŽǀͬŚŽŵĞͬĞŶͬĂĐƐͺƉƵŵƐͺϮϬϬϳͺϯǇƌ͘ Śƚŵů͘�
�ĐĐĞƐƐĞĚ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϬ͘

http://www.fns.usda.gov/ora/menu/Published/SNAP/SNAPPartState.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/ora/menu/Published/SNAP/SNAPPartState.htm
http://harvester.census.org/cffr/asp/Geography.asp
http://harvester.census.org/cffr/asp/Geography.asp
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet%3F_program%3DACS%26_submenuId%3Ddatasets_2%26_lang%3Den
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet%3F_program%3DACS%26_submenuId%3Ddatasets_2%26_lang%3Den
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/acs_pums_2007_3yr.html


OreCal is a policy research collaboration between Oregon State University’s Center for Agricultural & 
Environmental Policy and the University of California Agricultural Issues Center. Principal Investigators for 
the partnership include members of the Departments of Agricultural and Resource Economics at both OSU 
and UC Davis. The Partnership’s mission is to improve public and private decision-making by providing 
the highest quality, objective economic analysis of critical public policy issues concerning agriculture, the 
environment, food systems, natural resources, rural communities and technology.

More information: oregonstate.edu/orecal

dŚŝƐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�h^��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�&ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ� 
�ǁĂƌĚ�EŽ͘�ϮϬϭϮͲϳϬϬϬϮͲϭϵϯϴϴ͘��ŶǇ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ͕�ĮŶĚŝŶŐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚŽƐĞ� 

ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ;ƐͿ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�h^��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘

layout by portpholio.com

a policy research collaboration
Center for Agricultural & Environmental Policy at Oregon State University
University of California Agricultural Issues Center

OreCal

About the Authors
Bruce weber is a professor at Oregon State University and the Director of the Rural Studies Program. 
He is a Principal Investigator of the OreCal project. He can be reached at bruce.weber@oregonstate.edu.

Paul A lewin is assistant professor in the Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Department at the 
University of Idaho. He can be reached at plewin@uidaho.edu.

http://oregonstate.edu/orecal/
http://portpholio.com

