L A FAMILY S ORDEAL

In September 1994, Jennifer Thompson ate
some of Schwan’s products tainted with salmonella
bacteria. Now, more than three years later, she still

suffers from the physmal aftereffects and she's
suing the company, in effect telllng them L

il
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ROFINO — At first glance, October 1994, when its ice cream.
Jennifer Thompson looks like was found to be tainted with salmo-
a typical 17-year-old. But on nella enteritis bacteria.
the inside, she continues to For Jennifer and her family, no-
suffer. | tice of the recall came too late. She
Pain and physical discom- and parents, Dennis and Sherry
fort aside, Jennifer says the Thompson, and her older sister,
isolation and uncertain future trou- | Shelly, already had eaten most of the *
ble her the most —that and there- |  three gallons of Schwan's ice cream
alization she’s been robbed of her =~ | they purchased on Sept. 12,1994.
teen-age years. . They all got sick, with Jennifer
“I've had no life since this hap- stricken most severely. -
pened. I gan’t see any good in this.” “I remember screaming. Nothing
She’s had four surgeries, includ- I did would make the pain go away.”
ingone to remove her gall bladder. Doctors scrambled for more than

Arthritis in her joints and lower
back make it difficult to walk.
Chronic gastro-intestinal problems
continue to plague her.

a week to diagnose the problem,

eventually doing exploratory

surgery. But no cause was found.
Finally, a lab technician ran a

All because she ate some ice | test by chance. It revealed the sal-
cream. * monella poisoning. All the family
A junior at Orofino High School |  members were immediately placed
who has missed nearly 350 daysof | on antibiotics. Everyone except
classes since she was in the eighth | Jennifer started to improve.
grade, Jennifer is one of the few | The family went home befuddled
victims still seeking a legal settle- | about where they may have picked
ment with the manufacturers of . up the salmonella bacteria. They
Schwan’s Ice Cream. | got rid of more than half the food in
A trial date has been scheduled | the house.
for May S in federal court at 1 Then, shortly after the diagnosis
Moscow. was made, recalls Dennis, the dis- Tribune/David Johns
The Minnesota-based Schwan’s | tinctive yellow Schwan’s truck re- JennlferThompson of Orofino, now 17, still struggles with a variety of phy
Sales Enterprises was the subject ‘ ical ailments in the wake of the salmonella poisoning she claims she st

of a nationwide product recall in ‘ See Scream, Page 5A fered in September 1994 due to eating tainted Schwan’s Ice Cream.
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1 turned to their home Instead of -

| selling them more ice cream,
. the driver told the Thompsons

| about the company’s recall and

| the -potennal for salmon a ol

‘The dnver told us outnght :

| ‘I'msure you got it from us,””

| Sherry says. “And after all thxs :

| time, Schwan’s wﬁl not adnnt
anythmg 2 :

- Thus, the lawsult i :

Schwan sisrepresented by

the Boise legal firm of Eberle, -

. Berlin, Kading, Turnbow an
McKlveen. A spokeswoma
says it’s the firm’s polic
comment on pending

~_David Jennings, vi
of administrative se
Schwan’s, says the company has

- already settled with thousands of

customers nationwide after it was
determined the salmonella proba-
bly got into a batch of Schwan’sice

- cream mix when it was hauled ina_

- truck that had earlier carried raw.
eggs. Jennings also declined com-
ment about the Thompson suit -

‘All four Thompsons are name:
“in the suit. The Thompsons’ att
_ney, Nick Chenoweth of Orofino,

asking for monetary damages fo
each family member.

. “The plaintiffs suffered phy

- _cally and. emotionally as a result

~ of consuming the defective and = ¢

| -unreasonably dangerous product

- placed into the stream of COm- :

-merce by the defendants and ..

- these conditions are ongoing and

- expected to continue into the fu-

_ ture and will in all likelihood con-

 tinue for the rest, or at least. s0m

- of, plamuffs"’hves,” Chenewe

_ wrote in the complaint filedin
_U S. District Court at Moscow.
‘Dennis and Sherry Thompson

~ saythe blggest concern is their
- youngest daughter s well-being.
'-‘“The main thing is for her to get
_ better,” says Sherry. “This is the
time of her life when she should
be having agood time.”.

- In addition to the exploratory

. gall bladder. After that, doctors op-
. erated a third time to removea
‘metal clip that had come loose af-
all bladder operation.
derwent knee surgery re-

1 fasmle .Ienn}fer admits
she’snot lookmg forward to testi-

_confides, it’s become mcreasmgly
tcillfﬁcult tolook: forward toany-

surgery, Jennifer underwent a sec- o
ond surgery to remove an infected

- fying in court. For that matter, she

nds wanttogettog_e' T
never know xfl can ... becaus

. g
and otherwise spent her da
having fun. :
- “Right now, I can’t even make
it through a full week of school ”
“Even when she goesto =
: school she comes home ex- -
: hausted ” adds her mother. =~
Desplte all the absences, Jen-
mfex' continues to getAs and Bs -
_in her classes and i is on schedule
tograduate next year. That’'sa
~ creditto her determination to
make the best of a bad statmn
 say her parents. :
. “And the school distnct has :
_been very good,” says Sherry.
_While she’s maintained her a
- demic progress, J ennifer says her‘
-social life continues to dwindle.
Her friends were initially at her
51de and seemed to understand

~while her parents are always
ere, Jenmfer reasons tha

~ her famﬂy and begms toe
her;own mdependence .

er, there s nothmg wor: -
than seeing one of your children

e _JQnmfer antg to. attend col— o

‘. lege, get a degree in education and :

~ teach first-graders. And yes, she

~does eat small amountsofice

‘cream again, but not Schwan’s.
“It’s hard for people to unde

. -stand how I feel,” she ¢ says, “be-
cause I'look 11ke a normal kidon
the out51de S




