Northwest Food Processing Innovation and Education Center
The University of Idaho and Food Northwest have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to develop next-generation technology and education programs for the Pacific Northwest food processing industry. The agreement authorizes the creation of the Northwest Food Processing Innovation and Education Center to be housed at the Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES) in Idaho Falls. 
The new center is necessary because, according to the United Nations, global population growth and an increase in the standard of living will require food production to double by 2050. This increase is expected to occur even as available water and energy resources become further constrained, and are expected to decline in the coming decades. To meet nutritional demands, new and advanced manufacturing processes and methods, along with a well-trained workforce, will be necessary. 
Envisioned as a collaborative institution, the center will help develop and deploy new, advanced technologies to increase the availability of high-quality food and beverage products while simultaneously reducing water and energy usage in the manufacturing process. The center, along with advisors from the food manufacturing sector, will develop advanced food processing methods, review and recommend policy and develop education and training programs for workers. It will also foster relationships among academic institutions, food processing companies and national laboratories.
As new questions and issues arise from research, the center’s mission will evolve. Current areas of emphasis include:   
1. Providing a forum to exchange technical and scientific information about key issues challenging the industry 
2. Identifying key social and ecological issues confronting sustainability in the industry
3. Performing prototype testing of developed technology at on-site plant locations
4. Training and assistance in the implementation of developed technology
5. Developing education programs at plant sites through symposia, workshops, conferences and classroom instruction
6. Developing post-secondary education programs involving vocational schools, community colleges and universities
7. Identifying transformative research necessary for the industry’s future 
8. Providing one-on-one consulting on water-energy issues
As a founding member of CAES, the University of Idaho will manage day-to-day operations of the center. Through the university’s Office of Research and Economic Development, a scientific committee and an industrial advisory board will be assembled to work with the center’s director on technical and educational matters pertaining to the food processing industry. The two groups will closely interact to identify strategic technical and education needs for the industry.
Food Northwest, formerly known as the Northwest Food Processors Association, is one of the nation’s largest food processing trade associations. With more than 500 food processors and suppliers located in Idaho, Oregon and Washington, the association has been a leader in energy conservation and efficiency programs for years.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CAES is a research and education consortium among Idaho National Laboratory, Boise State University, Idaho State University, the University of Idaho and the University of Wyoming. Headquartered in Idaho Falls with complementary capabilities across Idaho and Wyoming, CAES affiliates conduct energy and water research, promote education programs and perform public policy analysis by leveraging the unique capabilities of the five affiliated CAES institutions.

