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Principles of Offset Projects

Reliability
ADDITIONALLY: Project must demonstrate how it is going to
increase carbon stocks in the project area.

LEAKAGE: Occurs when the GHG reductions in one area

results in the increase of GHG reductions in another area.
Durability

PERMANENCE: Must show project maintains benefits for a

period of time

INSURANCE: Projects must contribute to a buffer pool to
insure against potential future reversals.

One Carbon Credit is equivalent to one metric ton of CO2 from the atmosphere.
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ARB: 25 year crediting period with 100 years
maintaining those carbon stocks

ACR: 20 year crediting period with 20 years
maintaining those carbon stocks

VCS: Most used voluntary program in the world

CAR: Crediting can be valid for 100 years from
the start date, then 100 years maintaining those
stocks CAR Version 5.0

Legend

1.5% of private forest land is enrolled

in forest offset projects in the - A ARB

continental U.S. A VERRA

Highest is Oregon at 5.7% A CAR
A ACR
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Steps for a Forest Offset Project
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LANDOWNER DEVELOPER VERIFIER REGISTRY VERIFIED AGAIN CREDITS ISSUED
Provides Initial project Verified through Registry (either The registry If all previous steps
project area and carbon inventory, an independent CAR, ACR, or verifies the offset were approved then
management of quantification and third party VCS) provides project internally credits are issued to
that area documentation offset tracking the landowner

Carbon Offset Types
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MANAGEMENT (IFM): Forest
management that increases/
maintains a certain level of
carbon stocking





