
Coming Next:Coming Next:

University of Idaho
College of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences

Department of Theatre Arts
Moscow, Idaho | Jan. 29-31, 2021

www.uitheatre.com

First Bite New Play Series:
THE HAVEN by Ian Paul Messersmith, MFA Candidate
Directed by Sarah Alice Campbell

Follow a quirky and unlikely family as they struggle to hold onto the 
homeless shelter they call home.
6 p.m. Feb. 5-6
2 p.m. Feb. 7

EVERYBODY by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
Directed by KT Turner, MFA Candidate

A 2018 Pulitzer Prize finalist, “Everybody” asks the question, “Who 
or what goes with us when we die? Based on the 15th Century 
morality titled “Everyman,” the contemporary “Everybody” takes us 
on a comedy adventure seeking to answer that very question.
March 5-14

GROSS INDECENCY - THE THREE TIRALS OF OSCAR 
WILDE by Moises Kaufman
Directed by Ricky Kimball, MFA Candidate

“Gross Indecency” draws from real life trial documents, newspaper 
accounts and writings of key players, following celebrated play-
wright Oscar Wilde and his fall from grace. 
April 23-May 2

Visit www.uitheatre.com for all the latest news!Visit www.uitheatre.com for all the latest news!

Her Sister
By Kendra Phillips

Directed by Jennifer Hughes

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST! 
Stay on top of all the latest news about our productions. Call us 
at 208-885-6465 or email us at theatre@uidaho.edu



MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTORMESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Just before Christmas break I was asked 
if I would like to direct Kendra Phillips’ 
beautiful, enigmatic play.  Without blinking I 
said yes! I’m at the UofI to learn more about 
my craft and to practice that craft in as 
many ways and as often as I have the great 
fortune to do so.  

Thank God I agreed. I have learned more 
than I can even put a name to in these past 
four weeks. Directing on Zoom? Crazy. 
Directing actors I’ve never met? Ridiculous. 
Directing a new play? Terrifying. At one of 
our first rehearsals I started spiraling into a 
pit of fear. I explained to my amazing cast 
and crew that I felt completely vulnerable, 
like a right-handed painter who had lost 
his right hand and was now learning to 
paint with his left. Uncomfortable, vulnerable and woefully inept. That confession 
sparked such important conversations and training from my able and devoted 
professors, my brilliant, patient playwright, my willing and witting cast, and my 
incredible, inspiring stage manager. 

I thank Kendra for responding to the mysterious stage hand of her own mind who 
called her, like the actress, to dig deeper into Margot Frank’s heart and soul. Her 
work invites each of us to explore the bits and pieces of our own lives that hint 
at our shared humanity.  I thank my talented, insightful, generous actors for their 
rich contributions to our work together. I hope you discover something beautiful, 
buried and bright within our offering. We share it humbly and gratefully!

Jennifer Hughes, MFA Candidate
Director, “Her Sister”

PLAYWRIGHT’S MESSAGEPLAYWRIGHT’S MESSAGE
This is a story about loss: lost people, 
lost stories, lost identities. Like the 
all-too-many other genocides mankind 
has orchestrated, the Holocaust took 
its victims’ humanity before taking their 
lives. 

The crazy and beautiful thing about 
loss, though, is that something else is 
usually found. 

Margot and millions other had to grap-
ple with the loss of their homes, their 
friends, their jobs, and their dignity as 
the Nazis dehumanized them bit by bit, 
regulation by regulation. Margot had to 
fight to hold onto herself. I believe she 
found a way, and that it made her stronger and wiser than she would have 
been without the loss. 

Unfortunately, we can’t know for sure, as the final tragedy of her story is 
that it is not told. She is a footnote in history. But if we did know her story, I 
believe it would be something like what you are seeing today. My desire in 
this play is to keep her from being a footnote, to retrieve her from staggering 
statistics, and give her the dignity and respect every human life deserves. 

So while this is a story full of loss, I hope you will gain from it; that you will 
learn to hold each individual life as precious, and to afford everyone dignity 
and respect.  As for yourself, ponder, if everything you knew and thought 
you could count on was taken from you, who would you be? What makes 
you who you are? 

Thank you to the team that went on Margot’s journey with me. You breathed 
life not only into her story, but all of the forgotten ones. I am forever grateful. 

Kendra Phillips, MFA Candidate
Playwright, “Her Sister”



CAST & CREW BIOSCAST & CREW BIOSCAST CAST 

*Work on “Her Sister” helps fulfill degree requirements for MFA candidates.
** University of Idaho Faculty

Actress/Margot 1/Otto/ SS Officer/Auguste.........

Boyfriend/Mysterious Stagehand...................................

Margot 2/Anne/Auguste..........................................

Margot 3/Anne/Barbara/Edith....................................

Margot 4/SS Officer/Gertrud/Edith/Fritz...............

Tangle of Silence..........................................................

TAYLOR TELFORD 

ZACH HAAS

LAUREN WELCH

EMMA BLONDA

VICTORIA ZENNER

EMILY NUNES

ARTISTIC TEAMARTISTIC TEAM
Playwright...........................................................

Director.............................................................

Stage Manager.......................................................

Dramaturg................................................

Technical Director.............................................

Faculty Advisor..................................................

Faculty Advisor....................................................

KENDRA PHILLIPS* 

JENNIFER HUGHES*

BLAYZE BERNAL

RACHAEL FORNAROTTO*

MICHAEL BRANDT**

ROBERT CAISLEY**

CRAIG A. MILLER**

BLAYZE BERNAL (Stage Manager) is a freshman at the University of Idaho, raised in 
Nampa, Idaho. “Her Sister” is Blayze’s debut to being a stage manager! U of I credits: 
“A Christmas Carol” (Assistant Stage Manager).

EMMA BLONDA (Margo 3/Anne/Barbara/Edith) is a second year Bachelor of Fine 
Arts performance candidate, double majoring in secondary education. Originally from 
Missoula, Montana, she was last seen in the U of I production of “The Revolutionists” 
by Lauren Gunderson.  

RACHAEL FORNAROTTO hails from Pocatello, Idaho and is in her first year of grad-
uate studies at the University of Idaho. This is the first production she has worked on 
at U of I and is thrilled to be a part of this wonderful team!

ZACH HAAS (Boyfriend/Mysterious Stagehand) from Lewiston, is a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts candidate in his junior year at U of I. His previous acting credits include: “A Christ-
mas Carol,” “Happy Mess,” “Present Laughter” and “Gift of the Magi.” 

JENNIFER HUGHES (Director) is passionate about the arts, education, people, and 
community! Currently, Jen teaches at Saint Joseph Catholic High School in Ogden, 
Utah. She has been training, teaching, and directing high school- aged students for 
the past 22 years in Utah, Idaho, and Southern California, where she is originally from. 
Jen is a professional singer, actress, dancer, choreographer, and director of theatre. 
She is a graduate of Weber State University with a BA in Musical Theatre. Jen began 
her U of I journey last summer as a Directing MFA candidate. Jennifer is married to her 
favorite Southern gentleman, Douglas Hughes. Between them they have 8 children 
and 9 grandchildren, which makes for an adventurous, amazing life!

EMILY NUNES is a sophomore at the University of Idaho, studying public relations. 
She is from Meridian, Idaho and was involved in several shows in high school. This is 
her first show at U of I.

KENDRA PHILLIPS (Playwright) is a Master of Fine Arts candidate with a dramatic 
writing focus. Originally from the Seattle area, Kendra earned her undergrad degree 
from Pacific Lutheran University. Last year she organized “NorthNorthWest,” a new 
play reading event and premiered her play, “Deep Calls” in February 2019. Most re-
cently she adapted “A Christmas Carol” in December.

TAYLOR TELFORD (Actress/Margot 1/Otto/SS Officer/Auguste) is a sophomore at the 
University of Idaho, originally from Hailey, Idaho. At the University of Idaho, she has 
appeared in “Deep Calls,” “The Revolutionists” and “A Christmas Carol.”

LAUREN WELCH (Margot 2/Anne/Auguste) hails from Palouse, Washington, and is 
a freshman doubling majoring in theatre and English. Her most recent performance 
was as Fan in “A Christmas Carol.” Lauren and the whole cast thank you for coming to 
watch “Her Sister.” We hope you enjoy the show!

VICTORIA ZENNER (Margot 4/SS Officer/Gertrud/Edith/Fritz) is a senior, graduating 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in performance. Her U of I performances include “A Christ-
mas Carol” (Christmas Past), “Little Women: The Musical” (Amy March), and “Deep 
Calls” (Musician).

SPECIAL THANKS TO:SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Rachel Halverson, U of I Modern Languages & Cultures

Willemina Kardong
Allen Secher, Emma Pace, Cesar Reyes



LOVELOVE
THE SHOW?THE SHOW?

Please tell your friends!Please tell your friends!
Word of mouth is our best advertising.Word of mouth is our best advertising.

Share our posts on social media!Share our posts on social media!

Follow us on Facebook atFollow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/uitheatrefacebook.com/uitheatre

Help us continue to tell great stories!

 
 

The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, part of the 
Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by  
DDaavviidd  MM..  RRuubbeennsstteeiinn. 
   
Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust for 
supporting the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ 
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival. 
 
Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and 
Wilma E. Bernstein; and the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols 
Foundation. 
 
Kennedy Center education and related artistic programming is made 
possible through the generosity of the National Committee for the 
Performing Arts. 
 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF).  The aims of this national theater 
education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level 
theater production.  To this end, each production entered is eligible 
for a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected 
students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs 
involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, 
directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and 
critics at both the regional and national levels. 
 
 Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for 
invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered 
for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement in 
production, design, direction and performance. 
  
Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered in the KCACTF 
involving more than 200,000 students nationwide.  By entering this 
production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to 
recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in 
college and university theaters across the nation. 

Robert Caisley, Chair
Michael Brandt 
Sarah Campbell
Jesse Dreikosen
David Lee-Painter
Chian-ann Lu
Craig A. Miller

Dean Panttaja
Kelly Quinnett
Ginger Sorensen

Emeritus
Fred Chapman
Ed Chavez
Ann Hoste
Stephanie Miller

Theatre Arts FacultyTheatre Arts Faculty



Your Gift Makes A Dramatic Difference 
Our theatre students are bright, successful and want to change the 
world, one story at a time. Help them become the next generation of fear-
less artists with a tax-deductible gift to the UI Theatre Arts program or to 
one of our many theater scholarships. 
Make a secure, online gift today by visiting uidaho.edu/give.
Thank you!

Theatre Arts FacultyTheatre Arts Faculty

MOSCOW • POTLATCH • KENDRICK • TROY

gritman.org

Proud to help make our 
region a vibrant place to 
live though support of 
the performing arts.

Thank You Thank You 
to ourto our

Sponsors!Sponsors!


