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2 Tips for Entrepreneurs

If you have or are thinking of starting a business selling prepared foods, there are many things you need to consider.
Here, we provide information on the types of food establishments that are subject to Idaho Food Code, describe how
prepared foods are regulated in Idaho, and explain the license process.

How is the prepared food industry regulated in Idaho?

¢ The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (IDHW) is the regulatory authority for businesses
selling prepared foods (food that is ready for consumption).

e IDHW prepares rules, standards, and policies, and provides requirements for licensing, inspections,
review of plans, employee restrictions, and license suspensions for food establishments.

What types of food establishments are subject to Idaho Food Code?
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License requirements

A person or business must have a valid license from IDHW to operate a food establishment. To do this,
the business owner must

submit an application to IDHW;

pay the applicable license fees at the time the application is submitted;

comply with Idaho State Code related to prepared foods; and

allow regulatory access to the non-exempt food establishment to provide required information for
the application and inspection processes.

License forms and due dates

Application forms can be accessed at https://www.cdhd.Idaho.gov/eh-food-forms.php.

The application and license fee for new licenses must be submitted at least 30 calendar days before
the planned opening date.

The renewal application and license fee required to renew a license must be submitted by December
1 each year since all licenses expire on December 31.

License application contents

The application will ask for the following information:

Name and contact information
e The business by ownership type (i.e., association, corporation, individual, partnership, other legal
entity) Depending on the type of ownership, the application may also ask for names and contact
information for
- the legal owners and officers of the business
- the local resident agent, if one is required
¢ the person applying
 the person responsible for the food establishment
o the immediate supervisor, regional manager, etc., of the person applying, if applicable

Food establishment characteristics
o type (i.e., mobile, stationary, temporary, permanent)

¢ items related to food preparation and safety (ex. Food equipment and utensil.)
e place of consumption

e clientele

Signed statement attesting to the accuracy of the information provided and an affirmation that the
applicant will comply with Idaho Code and allow regulatory access to the establishment

Title 39, Chapter 16 of the Idaho Statutes provides more detail: https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title39/T39CH16/. To view the
Idaho Food Code in its entirety, see https://cdhd.idaho.gov/pdfs/food/Full-Idaho-Food-Code-2016.pdf. Also, you can read “Idaho Starting a Specialty
Food Business” at https://agri.idaho.gov/main/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2018_Specialty_Foods_Manual_WEB.pdf
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