IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH &« WELFARE

C.L"BUTCH” OTTER - Governor FOOD PROTECTION PROGRAM
RUSSELL S. BARRON - Director BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE PREVENTION
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

450 West State Street, 4" Floor
PO Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0036

PHONE 208-334-5938

FAX 208-332-7307

February 26, 2018

Ariel Agenbroad

Area Extension Educator, Food Systems

Core Partner, National Farm to School Network
University of Idaho Extension

5880 Glenwood St.

Boise, ID 83714

Dear Ms. Agenbroad,

Thank you for your request for information regarding the use of produce grown in
school gardens. This letter is to advise you that the practice of using produce
grown in and harvested from a school garden is acceptable for use in school
kitchens and classrooms.

Along with all other good food safety practices, the growing, harvesting, handling
and storage of produce should be monitored to protect against any possible
biological or chemical contamination. Once harvested, the produce should be
carefully washed with clear water prior to service. It is recommended that the
temperature of the wash water be similar to the temperature of the produce.

Thank you for your efforts in providing safe food.
Please feel free to contact me if | can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

W—

Patrick L. Guzzle
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