Idaho Forest Practices Act Rule Summaries
IFPA - Timber Harvesting

Rule 030. Timber Harvesting.

01. Purpose. Harvesting of forest tree species is a part of forest management by which wood for human use is obtained
and by which forests are established and tended. It is recognized that during harvesting operations there will be a
temporary disturbance to the forest environment. It is the purpose of these rules to establish minimum standards for
forest practices that will maintain the productivity of the forest land and minimize soil and debris entering streams and
protect wildlife and fish habitat.

02. Quality of Residual Stocking. Reforestation is required if harvesting reduces stocking of acceptable trees below
minimums of Subsection 050.04. (see IFPA - Residual Stocking and Reforestation)

03. Soil Protection. (See IFPA - Soil Protection)

04. Location of Landings, Skid Trails, and Fire Trails. and 05. Drainage Systems. (See IFPA - Landings, Skid Trails, and Fire
Trails)

06. Treatment of Waster Materials and 07. Stream Protection. (See IFPA — Harvesting in Stream Protection Zones)

08. Maintenance of Productivity and Related Values. Harvesting practices will first be designed to assure the continuous
growing and harvesting of forest tree species by suitable economic means and also to protect soil, air, water, and wildlife
resources.

a. Where major scenic attractions, highways, recreation areas or other high-use areas are located within or traverse
forest land, give special consideration to scenic values by prompt cleanup and regeneration.

b. Give special consideration to preserving any critical aquatic or wildlife habitat, including snags, especially within
stream protection zones. Wherever practical, preserve fruit, nut, and berry producing trees and shrubs.

c. Avoid conducting operations along or through bogs, swamps, wet meadows, springs, seeps, wet draws or other
locations where the presence of water is indicated by associated vegetation; temporary crossings can be used as
referred to in Paragraph 030.07.b. (See IFPA — Harvesting in Stream Protection Zones). Protect soil and vegetation
from disturbance which would cause adverse effects on water quality, quantity and wildlife and aquatic habitat.

d. Harvesting operations within a single ownership, in which essentially all trees have been removed in one
operation, shall be planned so that adequate wildlife escape cover (e.g. topography, vegetation, stream protection
zones, etc.) is available within one-quarter (%) mile.

FROM: Barkley et al., 2015. Idaho Forestry Best Management Practices Field Guide: Using BMPs to Protect Water Quality. Bulletin
891, University of Idaho Extension, Moscow, ID.




