
HOW TO File a No  fi ca  on of Forest Prac  ce and Cer  fi ca  on of Slash Compliance/Fire 
Hazard Agreement
Before starƟ ng any forest pracƟ ce, you must fi le a NoƟ fi caƟ on of Forest PracƟ ce and, in most cases, a CerƟ fi cate of Slash 
Compliance/Fire Hazard Agreement at your local Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) offi  ce.

• The NoƟ fi caƟ on of Forest PracƟ ce (NoƟ fi caƟ on) is a noƟ ce to the state that a forest pracƟ ce is going to be 
conducted.

• The CerƟ fi cate of Slash Compliance/Fire Hazard Agreement (Compliance) is an assurance given to the state that fi re 
hazard reducƟ on or management will be performed aŌ er the forest operaƟ on.

Excep  ons to the Requirement

A NoƟ fi caƟ on and Compliance are required except for:

• rouƟ ne road maintenance, recreaƟ onal uses, grazing by domesƟ c livestock, cone picking, the culture or harvest of 
Christmas trees on lands used solely for the producƟ on of Christmas trees or harvesƟ ng other minor forest products;

• noncommercial cuƫ  ng and removal of trees for personal use, such as fi rewood; and
• clearing forestland for conversion to surface mining or dredge and placer mining operaƟ ons under a reclamaƟ on plan 

or dredge permit.

No  fi ca  on Process

To begin, contact and work with your local IDL Forest PracƟ ces Advisor  to complete both forms.

• Forms include a signatory line for the Operator as well as the Contractor. It is important that the person taking 
responsibility for complying with forest pracƟ ces sign on the Operator signatory line and the person taking 
responsibility for slash sign on the Contractor signatory line. There must be a valid signature on both signatory lines, 
even if one person is both the contractor and the operator. If both signatory lines are not signed, the forms will be 
considered invalid and held at the local IDL offi  ce unƟ l all signatory lines are completed.

• Forest pracƟ ces may begin once IDL has approved the forms.
• IDL sends copies of the forms to the landowner, Ɵ mber owner, and operator.
• The NoƟ fi caƟ on and Compliance are valid for 1 or 2 years, depending on which operaƟ ng opƟ on you have chosen.
• Upon expiraƟ on, the NoƟ fi caƟ on and Compliance forms must be renewed before the pracƟ ce can conƟ nue. 

Extensions and other changes to the forms must be made within 30 days by the person who fi led the originals.
• NoƟ fi caƟ on of emergency forest pracƟ ces due to fi re, fl ood, windthrow, or earthquake may be made up to 48 hours 

aŌ er such pracƟ ces have started.

Penal  es

When a forest operaƟ on is found in violaƟ on of the Rules, and the operator does not take correcƟ ve measures within a 
requisite period of Ɵ me, IDL will take enforcement acƟ on against the operator who signed the forms. The Ɵ me period 
allowed for correcƟ on varies according to each violaƟ on of the Rules. New forms will not be accepted by IDL unƟ l all 
outstanding violaƟ ons are resolved.

ViolaƟ on of the Rules is a misdemeanor, and operators with repeated violaƟ ons may be required to post a bond. IDL 
can take civil acƟ on to recover legal and repair costs if a violaƟ on that causes resource damage is not repaired by the 
operator.
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