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Almost everyoneenjoysseeing wildlife. For many
people, non-game species such assong birds, owls,
hawks, woodpeckers, and squirrelshavetaken on
new importance. Several practicescan bedoneeither
during aharvesting operation or at other timesat little
or no expensethat will improvewildlife habitat.

Let’sstart with roads. Forest roads should belocated
permanently, to be used over and over againfor
recreation, wood gathering, timber harvesting, cross
country skiing, wildlifeobservation, and other activi-
ties. Shoulder and right of way areascan providea

fine source of browse speciesfor big game. If trees
arethinned alittle heavier onthe sunny sdeof the
road for 50 or 60 feet back from the shoulder you can
easly double theamount of available browse. Erosion
on the shouldersand in the roadbed can be prevented
by seeding themwith amixture of grassesand clover
(ruffed grouselovewnhitedutch clover). Thispractice
will aso help keep noxiousweedsfrom taking over
thesite,

Small water holes established at not too great a
distancefrom each other arehighly desirable. One
location that isoften easy to develop for awater hole
isthedownhill sdeof aculvert. It doesn’t haveto be
hugeto servealarge number of birdsand mammals.

If you have spring areasor anatural stream, try to
preserve an areaabout the height of the maturetrees
on each sdeof thedrainageinamorenatura state.
Thisdoesn’t mean that you don’t harvest sometrees
from that area— it does mean that they must be
harvested carefully so asnot to needlessly harm that
fragileste. Sdectiveharvestingwill frequently improve
the habitat inthoseriparian zones.

Leavemany large snagsacrossyour woodland. There

are 65 speciesof birdsand 30 speciesof mammal's
that use dead treesfor shelter, food, or rearing their
young. Studies have shown that |arge popul ations of
forest birdssignificantly reduceinsect problems. The
morewoodpeckersyou can encouragetheless
troubleyouwill havewith bark beetles. Therhythmic
drumming on dead treesisan indispensableritua of
woodpecker courtship, aswell asanintegral part of
their territoria defense.

Not al birdscan excavatetheir own cavitiesintrees.
Only 17 bird speciesare capable of thetask. Eighty
other animal speciesusepreviously excavated or
natural tree holesfor their nests. Becausewood isa
good insulator, atreetrunk home provides protection
againgt high summer and low winter temperature
extremes. A nesting pair of woodpeckerswill drill out
between oneand three cavitiesbeforefinally selecting
oneto completefor their own nest.

By leaving several large dead trees per acre, awood-
land owner can attract an army of insect eating critters
that work for himall day, everyday. Your dead trees
may beworth asmuch or more aswildlife habitat as
some of your livetrees, and you don’t even haveto
saw them into boardsto makethem valuable.

Improving browse speciesfor deer along road right of
waysand fringeareasisafairly common practice
among woodland managers. But what about root-rot
openings?We currently do not haveacurefor root
diseases other than encouraging species of treesthat
show someresistance. | have seenal speciesof
conifersdieinthose openings, whilethe hardwood
brush speciesflourish. Why not manage those root-rot
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openingsfor wildlifewhilewewait for acurefor root
disease?

Most of the privatewoodlandisinthelower eleva-
tionswhere apopulation of deer existsboth winter
and summer. Therefore, we should belooking at a
mixture of speciesthat provide browseinall seasons.
You may find many of them aready growinginthese
openings. Hereare some speciesthat deer prefer:

redstem ceanothus pirea
serviceberry ninebark
pachigima snowberry
red osier dogwood Oregon grape
western red cedar huckleberry
kinnikinick cascara
maple rose

willow chokecherry
syringa westernyew

Chat-ta-chat — Chat — Chat-ta-chat — I love the sound
of that squirrel keeping track of my every move. If you
enjoy squirrels, leavethem aplaceto hideand to store
next winter’sfood supply. Don't burn al dash piles.

L eaveabout onemedium sized pileper acre. Theided
piletoleaveisthe onethat istoo closeto other trees
to burn anyway becausefire could damagethere-
maining trees. A pilethat isright nexttoatreeisidedl.
Thedight increaseininsectsand firehazard when
leaving afew, critically placed dash pilesfor wildlife
can be offset by careful management of dashand
other risksel sewhere on your woodland. Enjoy your
woodland by balancing itsmany uses. Harvesting
timber isjust one of the many benefitsit can provide.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 2,
No. 1.
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