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Building an Easy Starting Fire
Don Hanley

Starting afirein afireplaceor stovecan oftenbea
frustrating experienceif thewood doesnot ignite
rapidly. Hereareafew “keepin mind” pointersto
makefire-building aseasy aspossble:

» Besurethedamper isopenfully. It isoften desir-
ableto crack open anearby window or door on
well-insulated and weathertight homes.

» Usean adequateamount of finely split dry kindling
wood, mixed with shredded paper or shavingsfor
the center of thefire. Good kindling speciesare
pine, spruceand straight grained larch.

* Thefinest kindling should be about half thediam-
eter of apencil. Placeit onthefiregrateina
“teepee” or criss-crosspattern (Figure 1).

* Placegradually larger wood pieces ontheteepee
until you have piecesthat are 1inchin diameter.
Thenlight thefire.

* Oncethesmaller wood isvigoroudy burning, add
wood up to 2 inchesin diameter. Avoid adding too
much wood at once because thistendsto smother
thefire.

» Whenthelargest wood isvigoroudy burning, your
fireiswell established. At thistimehardwoodscan
beadded for along lastingfire.

Maintain a 1- to 2-inch bed of ashesunder thegrate.
Thisashlayer will add heat tothefireand will insulate
and protect the bottom of thefirebox. Ashesshould
not be allowed to accumul ate so deep that they touch
thebottom of thegrate.

Figure 1. Place pencil-sizekindling onfiregratein
“teepee” pattern.
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Do not use an excessive amount of paper to start the
fire. Theresulting “flash” fireishazardousto you and
your fireplace. Additionally, large paper ashesmay go
up the chimney and land on theroof of your home.
Oneor two sheetsof paper will beenough.

Commercid productsareavailabletoaidinstartinga
fire. Carefully follow theingtructionsoutlined by the
manufacturer. Never usegasoline, kerosene, lighter
fluid or other flammableliquidswhen starting afire
becausethey contain vaporswhich areheavier thanair
and under certain conditionscanresultinalarge
“flagh” fire.

If you plan to burn the ornamental sawdust/wax logs
availablecommercidly, carefully follow the
manufacturer’sdirections. Do not burn charcoa or
Styrofoaminyour fireplace. Thesemateridsrelease
dangerous carbon monoxidefumesinto theliving area
of your home.

The best way to obtain easy-splitting, straight-grained
kindling wood insmall conifer treesisto cut lengths of
firewood between the branchwhorls(Figure 2). This
will diminatemost knots, which make splitting difficult.

Thisinformation first appeared as CI S 495 and was part of the
Wood asa Fuel Series.
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