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Rx for Good Forestry Decisions
Ron Mahoney

Forest management decisionscanrangefromlarge-
scale management planning, locating roadsfor timber
harves, dtering habitat to favor specificwildlife
species, or doing nothing at al. The best forestry
decisionsare based on good, compl eteinformation.

We are accustomed to making decisionsbased on
many aspectsof our lives. For example, no matter
what your complaint, when you gotothedoctor’s
office, the nursefirst asksthe sameroutine questions,
takesyour blood pressure and temperature and
gathersother information. Then the doctor comesin
and doesaroutineexamination in additionto dealing
with your specific complaint. They may also ask
questions about the environment you liveand work in,
and about any changesin environment you have
noticed. Finally, you get adiagnosisand aprescription
for improvement. The doctor and other medical staff
dothisbecausethey know the obviousproblemis
often asymptom of avariety of causesthat can result
from complex environmentd interactionswithinjury
andinfections. Themedical profession knowsthat the
best way to make sureall the necessary informationis
availableto themisthrough routine examination and
guestions about the general aswell as specific condi-
tionsof patientsand their environment.

By applying themedica method toforestry decision
making, we havethe best chanceto achieve our
objectiveswith few surprisesor disappointments. In
modern forestry, we even use some of the sameterms
asthemedical profession. Thetermsilvicultural
prescription refersto aplan of actionto improve
forest conditionsand achieve specific management
objectives. Only through aroutine, complete, and
accurate collection of properly sequence questions
and answerscan wedevel op clearly defined dterna

tiveswith known consequencesfrom which to base
our objectives.

Thediagram on page two showsmost of theimportant
factorsto considerinasilvicultural prescription. Each
landowner must decide how complex and important
their specific situationisand what level of professiona
ass stlancethey need. Inmost instances, investingin
professiona assstancewill resultinahedthier forest
that meetslandowner objectivesincluding more
profitableand sustainabl etimber harvests, improved
wildlife habitat, and soil and water quality protection.
Publictechnicd assstanceisavailablefrom your loca
stateforestry agency or consulting foresters.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 3,
No. 2.
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The Silvilcultural Prescription Process

1. Consider the objective
)
2. ldentify stand boundaries
)

3. Evaluatesitepotential
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4. Evaluate present stand structure
Growing stock
Merchantability

Logging history
Regeneration history
Qualitative history
Pathogen history
)
5. Consider thecharacteristicsof silvicultural systems
Intermediate systems
Clearcuts
Shelterwoods
Seedtrees
Selection cuts
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6. ldentify and consider alternatives

Species preference

Rotation length
Intermediate culture

Harvest system

Site preparation

Regeneration
)

7.Prescribe
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