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Forest management decisions can range from large-
scale management planning, locating roads for timber
harvest, altering habitat to favor specific wildlife
species, or doing nothing at all. The best forestry
decisions are based on good, complete information.

We are accustomed to making decisions based on
many aspects of our lives. For example, no matter
what your complaint, when you go to the doctor’s
office, the nurse first asks the same routine questions,
takes your blood pressure and temperature and
gathers other information. Then the doctor comes in
and does a routine examination in addition to dealing
with  your specific complaint. They may also ask
questions about the environment you live and work in ,
and about any changes in environment you have
noticed. Finally, you get a diagnosis and a prescription
for improvement. The doctor and other medical staff
do this because they know the obvious problem is
often a symptom of a variety of causes that can result
from complex environmental interactions with injury
and infections. The medical profession knows that the
best way to make sure all the necessary information is
available to them is through routine examination and
questions about the general as well as specific condi-
tions of patients and their environment.

By applying the medical method to forestry decision
making, we have the best chance to achieve our
objectives with few surprises or disappointments. In
modern forestry, we even use some of the same terms
as the medical profession. The term silvicultural
prescription refers to a plan of action to improve
forest conditions and achieve specific management
objectives. Only through a routine, complete, and
accurate collection of properly sequence questions
and answers can we develop clearly defined alterna-

tives with known consequences from which to base
our objectives.

The diagram on page two shows most of the important
factors to consider in a silvicultural prescription. Each
landowner must decide how complex and important
their specific situation is and what level of professional
assistance they need. In most instances, investing in
professional assistance will result in a healthier forest
that meets landowner objectives including more
profitable and sustainable timber harvests, improved
wildlife habitat, and soil and water quality protection.
Public technical assistance is available from  your local
state forestry agency or consulting foresters.
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