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While most woodland owners have specific reasons
for owning their land and expect to continue enjoying
the specid attributesof their property, many owners
reject active management on the premisethat | don’t
want to manage my land, | want it to stay just the
wayitis.” I'veheard this statement many timesand
gave somethought to itsadvantages and disadvan-
tages. Here' stheresults:

Positive Factors of Inactive Owner ship:

* Relax, let naturetakeitscourse.

» Observenatura cycles.

* No additiona money investment.

« Littleinvolvement or control by others.

Negative Factors of Inactive Owner ship:

* Natural changesmay beundesirable.

* Lessopportunity to observe and understand
natura cycles.

« Littleopportunity for activefamily involvement.

* Couldincrease pressureto regul ate private land.

» May causelega problemswithtaxes, inheritance
or liability.

» Woodland will be affected by adjacent land uses.

» Nothing stays*just theway itis” without manage-
ment.

* Increased firedanger.

It'sno surprisethat asaforester, land owner and
activemanager, it'seasier for meto seethe benefits of
management. Consi der the management of your
woodland. Do you haveamanagement plan? A
management plan doesn’t haveto be complicated but
it must beawritten document. Why? A written plan
helpsorganizeyour gods, set priorities, and developa
schedul e of actionsto meet your expectations. It can
saveyou abundle on property and incometaxes, and

of courseisthebest way toleaveatrail that your heirs
or other future ownerscan follow. A management plan
includes descriptionsand measurementsto hel pyou
choose between dlternative activitiesto meet your
gods, including maintaining woodland. Each of us,
willing or not, leaves our signature upon the land.
Give some thought to your legacy as a woodland
owner.

Need help? The Ul Cooperative Extension System
hasawiderange of educational materialsabout
woodland management planning. For agood start,
contact your local CES educator or the Extension
Forestry officeand ask for CIS 675, Management
Planning For the Woodland Owner. Thispublication
isasoavailableon-lineat the Ul Extension Forestry
Web Siteat: www.its.uidaho.edu/extforest

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 2,
No. 2.
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