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Forest Certification Goes Mainstream
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| think itissafeto say wehaveal heard mention of
“greenwood” and*“ certified forests’. These phrases
identify forestsand/or forest productsthat are man-
aged and harvested in amanner cons stent with how
certain groupsdefinesustainability. Thoughthisisnota
new activity inthefield of forestry (Tree Farm has
been certifying forestsfor 60 years), it isonethat has
recently gained quiteabit of publicity and increased
momentum.

Sustainablefor est management. Thisisdippery
terminology and meansdifferent thingsto different
people. Sustainabilty can bedefined as: tokeepin
existence; to supply with necessities or nourish-
ment; to support the spirits or vitality of some
thing or place. When applied to theforest, these
personal ideas, which commonly eludeformsof
measurement such asmonetary value, includeclean air
and water, wildlife habitat, recreationa opportunities,
spiritual vaues, and aesthetics. Sustainabilty canalso
be defined as: the continuing yield of a biological
resource, such astimber and other forest products,
whichismore measurableand concrete. To many
privateforest landowners, sustainableforest manage-
ment meansall of thesethings, withthemeasurable
and theunmeasurable being equally important.

Forest Certification. Forest certification assuresthat
forestsare managed sustai nably, according to stan-
dardsestablished by acertifying organization. Many
new forest certification programsbeganfollowing the
1992 United Nations* Earth Summit” inRiode
Janeiro, Brazil. Several countries, includingtheU.S,,
identified sustainabletimber harvesting asapriority.
Various setsof criteriaand indicatorswere devel oped,
aongwithinternationa agreementsontheir use. The
U.S. participatesinthe Montreal Process, aworking

group with aset of criteriaand indicatorsfor temper-
ateand boreal forests. Criteriaand indicatorsprovide
amethod for describing, monitoring, and evauating
progresstowards sustainableforest management.

Certification programs. Todate, all programsare
voluntary. Each organization focuseson one of two
objectives: forest land certification or forest product
certification. Forest land certification assuresthe
publicthat forests are being managed sustainably and
timber harvestingand silviculturd activitiesdo not
irreparably harm the environment. Forest product
certificationisafeature of someforest land certifica
tion programsand isdependent on a“chain of cus-
tody” process. “ Chain of custody” tracksforest
productsfromthetimethey leavetheforest, through
processing and marketing to thefina consumer. This
ensuresthat eco-label ed certified productscan
actually betraced back to acertified forest.

Certified PrivateFor ests. Certified forest owners,
such asaTree Farm member, make astatement to the
world that they, theforest owner, agreewith and
practice sustainableforest management. To date,
private un-certified forest landownerswill ill beable
tosdl their timber to certified company millsthat
participatein aprogram that doesnot includethechain
of custody processand eco-labeling. Thiscould very
well change. Check withyour loca mill beforeplan-
ning your next timber sale. Ask what requirementsyou
must meet to sell your logsto them. Certification of
your privateforestland today isapositive step to-
wardsensuring thefuture marketability of your forest
products.
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Certified L ogger s. Certification not only appliesto
forestsand how they are managed, but also to those
that harvest forest products. Currently, many millsin
|daho are now requiring that loggersthat harvest and
ddiver logstotheir millsnot only meet |daho’s Forest
PracticesAct (FPA), but al so compl ete an educational
program called L ogger Educationto Advance Profes-
sondism (LEAP). A new credentia for Idaho loggers,
cdledtheldaho’sPro-logger Program, isbeing
administered through the A ssociated L ogging Con-
tractorsof Idaho (AL C). Thisprogram wasdevel-
oped partialy inresponseto forest certification and
requirescompletion of theLEAPprogram, firstaid
training, safety, and Best Management Practices
coursesevery other year, and 32 creditsof continuing
education activitiesover atwo-year period. Forest
certification programssuch asthe Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI - seebelow) requirethistype of logger
training. Currently, Idaho landownerswho do their
own logging must meet FPA, but do not haveto be
certifiedto sall their logsto amill that doesnot partici-
patein the chain-of-custody process. Beforewarned,
thistooisatopicthat isnow under discussion.

Severd certification organizationsand programs
operateintheU.S. Included are brief descriptionsand
aweb siteaddressfor morein-depth information.

The American Tree Farm System
www.treefarmsystem.org Thisprogram was estab-
lishedin 1941 and includes 70,000 Tree Farmsand
90 million acresacrosstheU.S., with gpproximately
two-thirds of the acreage on industry landsand the
remaining acreson non-industria privateforest land.
The American Tree Farm System’scertification
standardsfocusonwood, water, wildlife, and recre-
ation, and are currently being revised to morevigorous
standards. Tree Farm certification doesnot includethe
chain of custody process, and hence doesnot offer
eco-labding.

Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)
www.afandpa.org/forestry/sfi/menu.html Thisprogram,
operated by the American Forest and Paper Associa-
tion (AF&PA), isaperformance-based programwith
first-, second-, or third-party verification that forest
management practicesaresustainable. All AF& PA

member companies, which encompass56.5 million
acresor 80% of industria timberlandsintheU.S,,
must participatein the SFl program. SFl doesnot
includeachain of custody processand hence does not
offer eco-labding.

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
www.fscoax.org/ The Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), not to be confused with the national Forest
Stewardship Program, isa“ certifier of certifiers’, with
two organizationsinthe U.S. - SmartWood
(Wwww.smartwood.org) and Scientific Certification
Systems (www.scsl.com). Thesetwo organizations
are accredited by the FSC to perform third-party
certificationsand use FSC' s performance-based
standards. FSC certification followsthe chain of
custody processand offerseco-labeling.

Green Tag Forestry www.nationaforestry.net/grntag/
grntag.asp Green Tag Forestry isa*“third party”
certification developed by the Nationa Forestry
Association in cooperation with the Associ ation of
Consulting Forestersand the National Woodland
Owners Association. The Green Tag can beused as
an eco-label.

Asforestland ownersand managers, keeping upto
date about thelatest trendsin forest management,
policy, law, and public opinion alowsusto be better
land managers. Forest and forest product certification
israpidly moving towardsbeing what the public, and
many natura resource professionas, perceiveasthe
right thingto do.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val.
13, No. 1.
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