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Forest Grazing
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|daho’s privatewoodlandsusually contain varying
topography and soilscovered by amix of plant
communities, providing many opportunitiesthat have
evolved successful landownersinto Jacks-of-many-
trades.

Unfortunately, many landownersclear timberland or
high-grade (take the best and leave the rest) timber
standsin an effort to increase pasture. Thisreduces
timber production and can be adisadvantageto
livestock operations, according to research reported
by Martin Vauraat Oregon State University.

Weight gainsfor livestock onforest pasture may
exceed those of open grass ands because:

* Prolonged spring run-off providesmoreavailable
moigture,

* Foragereachesmaturity moreslowly.

* Grassesare protected from sun and frost curing.

« Different typesof forage providealonger grazing
Season.

Forestsalso protect cattle from weather, according to
Floyd Gephart, retired University of Idaho Benewah
County Extension Agent. Cattle protected by wind-
breaks gained 35 |bs. more than unprotected herds
during amildwinter andlost 10.5bs. lessduring
severewinters.

Another advantageto managing forestsfor both
grazing and timber isthe additiona incomefrom
sustained timber and forage production. A carefully
planned harvest schedulethat |eavesthe best, well-
spaced trees can providerapid, sustainableforageand
aprofitabletimber enterprise. You may need profes-
siond assstanceto devel op the best management plan
for your specific situation and gain the benefits of
successful woodland grazing.

Public assistanceisavailablefrom the | daho Depart-
ment of Lands, the Cooperative Extension System and
the Natural Resource Conservation Service. These
agencieshave peoplethat can help you defineyour
objectivesand understand your opportunitiesand
limitations, and provide hel p with planning. They will
aso giveyouinformation about various cost-share
programsfor thinning, seeding, and other practices.
Privateforest consultants offer completeforest man-
agement services, including planning, marketing,
cruising, timber sale preparation and administration,
and prescribed burning. Many local farmersand
rancherswith treefarms can recommend assistance,
and adirectory of consultantsisavailablefrom most
natural resource agents.

Successful Idaho landowners are Jacks-of-many-
trades, including ranching, farming, forestry, and
wildlife management. Successful integration of timber
and grazing management requiresalot of information
and planning, but the result can beamore stable and
profitableoperation. A good placeto startiswitha
bas c management planand avisit withanatura
resource professional . For moreinformation, contact
your University of 1daho Cooperative Extension Office
and ask for acopy of Management Planning for
Woodland Owners, CIS#675. Contact thelocal
office of theldaho Department of Landsfor on-the-
ground advice.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 1,
No. 3.
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