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To Paint or Not To Paint - That isthe Question!
Don White

Scotch pineisanimportant Christmastree throughout
theInland Empirearea, with 40% of total productionin
recent years. A few lessare being planted each year as
other speciesare proving their worth.

Oneof the problemswith scotch pineisthat someof the
varietiesof thetreetend to turn varying shadesof yellow
just about harvest timeeachfal. Thisvariationisdepen-
dent on the geographic | ocation of where the seed was
collected.

Scotch pineisdigributedin Europefrom Russaandthe
Scandinavian countriesdown to countriesbordering the
Mediterranean. Thefurther north the seed source, the
moreyellow thetreesbecomeinthefall. On the other
hand the further south they grow the lessfrost hardy
they are. Also keepinmind that treesfromvarying lati-
tudes have other characteristics such as more rapid
growth rate, upturned branching angles, long needles,
short needles straight stems, etc. There are no seed
sourcescontaining al of thedesirable characteristics.

Severd growerswanted to know if they could diminate
theyellowing with theaddition of nitrogenfertilizer. At
our Sandpoint Research and Extension Center we had
ademondtration planting with 20 scotch pinetreesfrom
seven well-distributed seed sources. Thesetreeswere
3-6feet tall and have never beenfertilized. It wasaper-
fect opportunity to seeif weweredealing with astrong
genetictrait or if theyellowing could be atered with ni-
trogen.

A heavy dose of nitrogen was applied to one half of
eachrow in April and theresultswere checked at har-
vest timeinlate November. Theresult was no detect-
able changeintheyedlowing of any of thetrees.

Were doesthisleave us? It simply means unlessyou
want to gointothefieldsand spray each treewith green

paint, asmany growers have donein the past, you had
better pick your seed source carefully.

| won't nameall the specific seed sourcesbecause Span-
ishstrainsand French strainsmay go under several dif-
ferent common names depending on aparticular nurs-
ery or seed dedler. | can, however, tell you that thearea
which givesusthe best and most consistent color and a
reasonable amount of frost hardinessisaband that runs
through central Europe across Spain, Franceand Aus-
tria. Eveninthat geographic band thereissomevaria-
tion, but itisminima . Nameslike Spanish Burgos, Span-
ish Quadrama or French blue should keep you away
from the paint gun.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 1,
No. 4.
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