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Homeowners living in the wildland/urban interface should be prepared to 
evacuate themselves, their pets and their livestock in the event of a wildfire 
disaster. Know your fire protection district; post their number by all telephones. 

Establish an evacuation plan and practice fire drills with your family. Place all of your 
important documents and valuables in a fire-safe box and keep it in an accessible 
location. Have a place to go – make arrangements with friends or relatives who live in 
town or in another area. If you have pets or livestock, make arrangements for them as 
well. Pre-plan an emergency community fire procedure and an alert system with your 
neighbors.

When a wildfire threatens
In the event of a wildfire, call 911 or your fire protection district. Ready yourself and 
your family for an emergency evacuation. 

•	 Dress for safety. Put on socks, closed-toed leather shoes or boots, long pants and a 
long-sleeved shirt. Grab a pair of leather gloves, a bandanna and a hat as well.

•	 Put clothing, food, water, valuables and pets in your vehicle.

•	 Load horses or other livestock that will need to be evacuated.

•	 Park in the direction you will escape.

•	 Leave the key in the ignition.

If there is time, take the following steps to increase your fire protection:

•	 Use aluminum foil or metal flashing to cover areas where combustible materials 
meet each other. Think of where snow gathers and drifts in the winter 
– windowsills, where the house meets the deck, corners, etc. This also is where 
firebrands and embers can gather and start a blaze.

•	 Shut off gas supply and move the smaller propane tank that fuels your gas grill away 
from structures.

You and Your Family

Use aluminum foil or metal flashing to cover areas 
where combustible materials meet each other. Think 
of where snow gathers and drifts in the winter.
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•	 Cover attic and basement vents.

•	 Look around for flammable materials near your home. That broom leaning 
against the house is a great source of ignition if a firebrand lands in the bristles.

•	 Get the emergency generator ready to run any pumps.

•	 Wet down decks, flammable siding and lawns.

•	 Turn on all indoor and outdoor lights to make your house easier for 
firefighters to find in the dark. 

After a fire
Check for and mop up any hot spots in your yard and on the roof.  Burned areas 
should be monitored for at least 12 hours to make sure the fire is out and danger 
is past. Check stumps and roots – they can smolder for long periods of time. Use 
care around charred and partially burned trees as they can fall without warning.

Conclusion
Some communities may have ordinances addressing home ignition zones and 
water storage that may vary from the information presented in this publication. 
Check with your local planning and zoning department for further information on 
local ordinances.

You may be able to decrease your fire risk even further by encouraging your 
neighbors to protect and defend their property from wildfires. 

Life on the urban-wildland interface is enjoyable but not without danger. In 
western forest environments, wildfire should be anticipated and planned for, not 
unexpected and dismissed. You have a choice - if you take precautions to protect 
your property, it will increase your chances of escaping serious damage from 
wildfire.
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Plant Material Suggestions 
for the Inland West

Much discussion went into the inclusion of the following plant material list. 

There are no fire proof plant materials. Landscape maintenance and plant care (pruning and 
watering) is far more important than the selection of fire-resistive versus fire-prone plant 
materials. 

The list is not all-inclusive. For example, there are more than 100 genera of herbaceous perennials, many 
that would fit the criteria listed on page nine, that are not listed here. When planning your landscape, use the 
characteristics of fire-resistive and fire-prone plants along with site characteristics such as slope, aspect, hardiness 
zone and amount of precipitation to choose plant materials suitable for your site.

Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Achillea spp...............................................yarrow

Ajuga reptans...........................................carpet bugle

Allium spp..................................................ornamental allium

Anaphalis margaritacea.......................pearly everlasting

Aquilegia spp............................................columbine

Arabis spp..................................................rockcress

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi.........................kinnikinnick

Armeria maritima...................................common thrift

Artemisia frigida.......................................fringed wormwood

Artemisia ludoviciana............................prairie sage

Artemisia stellerana...............................dusty miller

Asarum caudatum..................................wild ginger

Aster spp.....................................................aster

Bergenia spp.............................................bergenia	

Campanula spp.......................................bellflower	

Cerastium tomentosum.......................snow in summer

Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Chrysanthemum spp.............................chrysanthemum

Coreopsis spp...........................................coreopsis	

Cotoneaster spp......................................cotoneaster	

Delosperma nubigenum......................hardy ice plant	

Delphinium spp.......................................delphinium	

Dianthus spp.............................................pinks	

Echinacea purpurea..............................purple coneflower

Eschscholzia californica........................California poppy

Fragaria chiloensis...................................wild strawberry	

Gaillardia grandiflora.............................blanket flower	

Galium odoratum....................................sweet woodruff	

Geranium spp...........................................hardy geraniums	

Geum spp...................................................prairie smoke	

Hemerocallis spp....................................daylily	

Heuchera spp...........................................coral bells	

Iris spp..........................................................iris	

Dusty Miller

Irises

Lily turf
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Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Kniphofia uvaria......................................red hot poker	

Leucocrinum montanum......................sand lily	

Liastris spp.................................................gay feather

Lilium spp...................................................lilies

Limonium latifolium...............................sea-lavender	

Lupinus spp...............................................lupine	

Mahonia repens......................................creeping mahonia	

Mirabilis jalapa.........................................four o’clock	

Monarda spp............................................beebalm	

Oenothera spp.........................................evening primrose

Papaver spp..............................................poppy	

Penstemon spp........................................penstemon	

Phlox subulata..........................................moss pink

Polemonium caeruleum.......................Jacobs ladder

Ratibida columnifera.............................Mexican hat	

Rosa spp.....................................................roses

Rudbeckia hirta........................................black-eyed susan

Salvia spp...................................................salvia

Scutellaria spp..........................................skullcap

Sedum spp.................................................stonecrop

Sempervivum tectorum........................hen and chicks

Vinca major................................................periwinkle

Vinca minor................................................myrtle, dwarf periwinkle

Viola spp.....................................................violet

Yucca spp...................................................yucca

Grasses
Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Agropyron spp..........................................wheatgrass

Buchloe dactyloides................................buffalograss

Dactylic glomerata.................................orchardgrass

Festuca spp...............................................fescue

Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Lolium spp..................................................ryegrass

Poa pratensis............................................Kentucky bluegrass	

Vines
Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Campsis radicans....................................trumpet vine	

Lornicera spp and hybrids...................honeysuckle	

Rosa spp.....................................................roses	

Vitis spp.......................................................grapes	

Wisteria spp..............................................wisteria

Shrubs
Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Amelanchier spp.....................................serviceberry

Atriplex canescens..................................four wing saltbush

Berberis spp...............................................barberry

Buddleia spp.............................................butterfly bush

Caryopteris spp........................................blue-mist spirea

Cercocarpus spp......................................mountain mahogany

Chrysothamnus spp...............................rabbittbrush

Cornus stolonifera...................................red osier dogwood

Cotoneaster spp......................................cotoneaster

Euonymus alata.......................................burning bush

Forsythia x intermedia..........................forsythia

Holodiscus discolor.................................ocean spray

Ligustrum spp...........................................privet

Mahonia aquifolium...............................Oregon grape

Paxistima spp...........................................dwarf mountain lover

Philadelphus lewisii.................................mock orange; syringa

Prunus besseyi..........................................western sand cherry

Prunus tomentosa...................................Nanking cherry
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Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Prunus virginiana.....................................chokecherry

Physocarpus spp......................................mountain ninebark

Purshia tridentata...................................antelope bitterbrush

Pyracantha spp........................................pyracantha

Rhamnus frangula..................................buckthorn

Rhododendron spp.................................azalea; rhododendron

Rhus spp.....................................................sumac

Ribes spp....................................................currant

Rosa rugosa...............................................rugosa rose

Rosa woodsii..............................................Woods rose

Rubus spp...................................................raspberry, blackberry

Sambucus spp..........................................elderberry

Shepherdia spp........................................buffaloberry

Symphoricarpos albus...........................snowberry

Syringa vulgaris.........................................common lilac

Viburnum spp...........................................viburnum

This plant list includes information from the following sources:

Fire Resistant Plant Materials for the Rocky Mountains. Gary Moen, Advanced Instructor of Horticulture, Larry 
Selland College of Applied Technology, Horticulture Department, Boise State University.

Firewise Plants for Utah Landscapes. Mike Kuhns, State Extension Forester, Utah State University. NR/FF/002.

Fire Resistant Plants for Montana Landscapes. Gough, R.E. and J. Lamb. Montana State Extension. MT 2001-01Ag. 
3/2001.
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Trees
Botanical Name	 Common Name 

Acer spp......................................................maple	

Aesculus spp............................................. horsechestnut and buckeye

Alnus spp....................................................alder

Carya spp...................................................hickory

Catalpa speciosa.....................................northern catalpa

Celtis occidentalis....................................hackberry

Cercis canadensis....................................eastern redbud

Crataegus spp..........................................hawthorn

Fagus spp...................................................beech

Fraxinus spp..............................................ash

Gleditsia tricanthos.................................honeylocust

Malus spp .................................................apple, crabapple

Populus spp...............................................aspen and cottonwood

Prunus spp.................................................cherry, prune, plum

Quercus spp..............................................oak

Robinia pseudoacacia...........................black locust

Salix spp......................................................willow

Sorbus scopulina......................................western mountain ash

Aspen

Maple

Oak 

Syringa



Your Home

n	 Build with nonflammable materials, especially 
roof, decks and siding.

n	 Enclose undersides of decks, eaves, sofits and 
fascia. 

n	 Install double paned or tempered glass 
windows.

n	 Have screens on vents, and covers for attic and 
basement openings.

n	 Clearly mark property with nonflammable 
signs with clear letters at least four inches high.

n	 Provide access for fire equipment.

Your Landscape

n	 Treat a minimum distance of 100 feet around 
your home, removing highly flammable brush, 
and dead trees and shrubs.

n	 Eliminate ladder fuel configurations, and prune 
trees up six-15 feet.

n	 Concentrate plant materials in islands 
surrounded by nonflammable walls and well-
watered or short turf.

n	 Keep lawn and plant materials well watered 
and trimmed.

n	 Store firewood away from structures.

n	 Clean debris from roof and yard frequently.

n	 Remove contiguous fuels (i.e. wooden fence 
to wooden stairs to wooden deck) and 
combustible enclosures from around propane 
tanks and woodpiles.

n	 Choose “fire-resistive” plant materials.

n	 Maintain you irrigation system. 

Beyond 100 feet

n	 Eliminate ladder fuel configurations and thin 
dense stands.

Landscape Maintenance

n	 Keep lawn and landscape materials well-
watered.

n	 Regularly remove flammable debris by pruning, 
raking, mowing and removing.

n	 Pay attention to debris removal from roof, 
gutters and from corners, under stairways and 
along the foundations of your structures.

n	 Maintain spacing of thinned areas by pruning, 
mulching, grazing or chemical removal of small 
trees and shrubs.

n	 Watch for establishment of noxious weeds and 
control when populations are small.

Evacuation Planning

n	 Establish an evacuation plan.

n	 Plan an emergency escape route.

n	 Place important documents in a fireproof box 
and keep in an accessible location.

n	 Arrange for a place for you and your animals 
to go.

3 Checklists

n	 Know fire protection agencies; post numbers 
by phones.

n	 Dress for safety.

n	 Put clothing, food, water, valuables and pets in 
car.

n	 Load horses or other livestock to be 
evacuated.

n	 Park in the direction you will escape.

n	 Leave the key in the ignition.

If there is time:

n	 Use aluminum foil or flashing and cover areas 
where debris collects.

n	 Cover attic and basement vents.

n	 Shut off gas supply, move gas grill away from 
structures.

n	 Look for flammable materials around your 
home.

n	 Ready emergency generator.

n	 Wet down decks, siding, lawns and roof.

n	 Turn on all indoor and outdoor lights to make 
your house easier for firefighters to find in the 
dark.
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Notes

Local fire district:

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

State fire protection district:

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Neighbors:	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Employment:	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Doctor:	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Veterinarian:	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Schools:	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

Are you going to be out-of-town?

Have you notified your neighbors?

Where you can be contacted:

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________

	 Name:______________________________________________

	 Phone number:_______________________________________
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