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Lost River Grazing Academy 
- K. Scott Jensen and Cassandra Moody   

One of the biggest challenges in the ca le industry is the art of providing 
ca le with a quality diet that will help them grow most effec vely, all while 
keeping costs low. Feed accounts for over fi y percent of the total cost of 
produc on on a typical cow-calf opera on. With current hay prices, feed cost 
is likely an even higher propor on of annual opera ng expenses! Grazing 
standing forage is the most cost-effec ve way to feed ca le, but to do so in a 
successful and sustainable manner, pasture must be well-managed. By not 
prac cing good grazing management prac ces, livestock producers may be 
losing out on fi y percent of poten al forage produc on. While it may seem 
daun ng to implement tac cs such as Management-intensive Grazing, there 
is a great program that can prepare you to use these sustainable prac ces in 
your opera on.   

The Lost River Grazing Academy (LRGA) is a four-day workshop for livestock 
producers who have a desire to increase their forage produc vity, animal per-
formance, and income. Par cipants in the program learn about nutrient cy-
cling, irriga on, succession, power fencing, low-stress livestock handling, es -
ma ng and alloca ng forage, designing grazing systems, extending the grazing 
season, grazing economics, and animal health topics.  

A unique aspect of the program is that it is a collabora ve and hands-on expe-
rience. Par cipants are separated into teams based on experience so that 
each team has a mixture of grazing management experience. This allows team 
members to also learn from one another. On these teams, par cipants will 
have the opportunity to engage in hands on ac vi es such as ranch planning 
exercises and grazing assignments. Each team is given a “mini ranch” made up 
of a few acres of grass as well as ten to twenty cows. The team will have spe-
cific goals in mind and will be able to see those play out throughout the work-
shop. Addi onally, some friendly compe on is added into the mix through 
some educa onal compe ons.  

Each discussion or lesson at LRGA is followed by either an ac vity or assign-
ment. This helps par cipants to use cri cal thinking skills to solve problems 
and apply what they have learned. When the program concludes, par cipants 
feel be er prepared to implement these skills on their opera ons because of 
the real-life experiences they have at the Lost River Grazing Academy.  

Cattlemen’s Corner  
Beef Newsletter  
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Former Lost River Grazing Academy par cipant Barbara Redd said, “This pro-
gram changed our life. We used to spend summer nights baling hay and wor-
rying about every passing storm. Now we sleep at night and are thankful for 
every bit of moisture that falls.” 

The 2022 Lost River Grazing Academy will be held from September 13th 
through the 16th in Salmon, Idaho at Eagle Valley Ranch. To register or for 
more informa on, contact Sco  Jensen at the University of Idaho Owyhee 
County Extension office or by email at sco j@uidaho.edu. 

Cattlemen’s Corner Beef Newsletter 

K. Scott Jensen - UI Extension Educator 
County Chair Owyhee County, ID 

Cassandra Moody - UI Extension Intern 
Owyhee County, ID 

- Tyanne Roland.  

Poison Hemlock and its Danger to Livestock and Humans 

Poison Hemlock is a member of the carrot family and can o en be misiden -
fied as white top, wild carrot, or wild parsnip. It can be found in wet, wooded 
areas, open areas, and along road and railways. With the heavy rain fall this 
spring, there may be more hemlock growing than is usually seen in many 
parts of Idaho. 

It is a biennial plant, taking two years to grow to its full size and it does look 
different in those two years. In the first year of growth, hemlock will look very 
similar to wild carrot but will have smooth leaves and stems instead of the 
hairy ones that wild carrot possess. In its second year of growth, it starts 
growing hollow, rigid stems and can grow 6-10 feet tall and will develop pur-
ple spots. The plants will bloom at the end of the stocks with small white 
flowers in the second year and then will die a er seeding but the long stalk 
will be le  standing. Seeds will only be viable for a few years and though they 
may be spread some by rodents, they usually stay near the parent plant.  

Hemlock is poisonous during all its growth stages but also when dry so check-
ing hay fields for this plant is very important. Every part of the plant is poison-
ous including the root to animals and people. It is not palatable to livestock, 
so it is o en le  alone if be er tas ng forage is available. A lethal dose to 
horses and ca le of hemlock is .25-.5% of the animal’s body weight in live 
plant weight. Poisonings occur more o en in the spring because it is one of 
the first spring plants to emerge.  

Symptoms occur rapidly in affected animals (wildlife, all livestock, and turkeys 
included) will begin with trembling, a weak or slow heartbeat, nervousness, 
and knuckling of the fetlocks. In horses this happens in 30 or minutes in ca le  



Owyhee County Extension Newsle er   4 

Cattlemen’s Corner Beef Newsletter 

and sheep approximately 90 minutes. Coma and death can occur quickly with 
this plant if enough is ingested. If the dose is not lethal, milk from the infect-
ed animal can s ll carry toxic compounds making it unsafe for humans.  

Best management for hemlock is to move animals out of the area where 
hemlock has been discovered and inspect grazing and hay fields for the plant. 
When found, where protec ve clothing, face mask, and gloves and hand pull 
or spot spray herbicide if possible. Rou ne mowing of the plant can stop its 
ability to con nue to grow and seed and can be very effec ve. Mowing 
should be done o en and will help the land user monitor new starts of the 
plant. Chemical controls vary based on the loca on and maturity stage of the 
plant and should be discussed with the county weed supervisor or extension 
educator in your area. DO NOT burn the plant or debris because it does re-
lease toxins into the air.  

Common ways that people and animals are affected is by animals consuming 
the plant either live or in hay or sileage. Humans are affected o en when re-
moving the plant or when children use the hollow stems to play with as they 
blow air through the stalk and play with the plant.  

If you suspect a human or animal has been in contact with the plant, this is a 
medical emergency and contact your veterinarian or doctor immediately. Poi-
son hemlock is what killed Socrates, the Greek philosopher and will cause 
respiratory failure in humans in a short amount of me. Other symptoms in-
clude trembling, muscle pain, weakness, and paralysis, rapid heart rate that 
then dangerously decreases, loss of speech, seizures, and unconsciousness. 
Again, do not hesitate to call emergency services if a suspected poisoning has 
occurred.  

 

Tyanne Roland - UI Extension Educator 
Adams County, ID 

Photo Credit: Jerry Kirkhart 
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- John B. Hall.  

Summer is speeding by and before long, rounds-ups will occur, and calves will 
be weaned.  Maximizing income from calves is cri cal to the cow-calf opera-

on.  Grazing range is essen al to Idaho ranches. It is a good way to make 
protein for human consump on from land that would otherwise not be pro-
ducing food. Several factors influence the value of calves produced on range. 

For the past 5 years, the University of Idaho has been comparing perfor-
mance of cow-calf pairs on range (Rinker Rock Creek Ranch, RRCR) to cow-
calf pairs on irrigated pastures (Nancy M. Cummings Center, NMCREEC).  
Calves were sired by the same AI bulls.  At weaning, steers raised on range 
were 50 to 60 lbs lighter, and heifers were 40 lbs lighter than their counter-
parts on irrigated pastures (Table 1).   

So, range calves are not growing to their gene c poten al pre-weaning. This 
result was not totally surprising as calves on range are exposed to decreased 
forage quality during the season, and they spend more energy grazing. 

Table 1.  Performance of calves at NMCREEC (irrigated pasture)  
compared to RRCR (range) over five grazing seasons. 

A er weaning, 
steer calves from 
range grew almost 
0.30 lbs faster per 
day during a 60-day 
backgrounding pro-
gram.  This is compensatory gain.  Being on range has caused calves to 
change metabolically and become more efficient with nutrients.  Once calves 
are given more nutrients, they grow faster than calves on irrigated pasture. 
So, one way to capture value from range calves is to background those calves.  

Backgrounding calves requires availability of feed in the fall such as high-
quality forage (hay a ermath) or supplemental feed.  Research has shown 
that calves need to gain 1.7 to 2.0 lbs per day add enough weight to the 
calves to increase their overall value and generate a profit from background-
ing.   Alterna vely, producers that sell calves at weaning need to realize the 
compensatory gain during the period a er weaning makes calves more valua-
ble to the buyer. 

Whether developed on range or pasture, vaccinated calves s ll bring higher 
prices.  Video auc on companies have a variety of value-added programs that 
feature calves that were vaccinated while on the cow.  These programs do 
not require weaning. 

Capture Value of Range Calves This Fall 

Pre-weaning Grazing Steers Heifers 

Irrigated Pasture 611 lbs. 576 lbs. 
Range 551 lbs. 534 lbs. 

Difference 60 lbs. 42 lbs. 
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Adding weaning and backgrounding to a vaccina on program, increases value 
of the calves.  A key factor in adding value by weaning is to add enough 
weight to calves to pay for weaning and backgrounding.  As men oned previ-
ously, increasing calves’ weight by 80 to 100+ lbs will make backgrounding 
profitable. 

Other value-added programs such as cer fied natural, NHTC (never hormone 
treated), GAP1 require verifica on from a third party.  Producers interested in 
these programs should consult the marke ng outlet they use for more infor-
ma on.  Cer fied gene c programs require prior planning to ensure bulls 
meet requirements of these programs.  Visit with bull suppliers to determine 
bulls that will fit these programs  

Cattlemen’s Corner Beef Newsletter 

John B. Hall  - Extension Beef Specialist 
Carmen, ID 
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ï Upcoming Events ð 
Owyhee County Extension (208)896-4104 
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Owyhee County Family	Issues 

ï Space is Limited for Hands-on Events ð 
To reserve your spot call (208)459 - 6003 
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Owyhee County Family	Issues 
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Owyhee County 4-H 

As previously announced, the 2022 Owyhee County Fair Bird Show has been cancelled 
due to Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) cases rising in the Treasure Valley.  
The following are the alterna ves that we have determined will best serve our Bird/
Poultry exhibitors: 
· The Bird Showmanship compe on will s ll be held, but without live animals. Exhib-

itors will share their knowledge, but not their handling, with the Poultry judge. This 
also applies to Cloverbuds. Members who compete in this "knowledge-only" show-
manship class will be eligible to compete in the Small Animal Round Robin. 

· As an alterna ve to the Bird Quality class, exhibitors will have the opportunity to 
submit a bird/poultry project-related educa onal display. These displays should 
follow 4-H project requirements (click here for project requirements) and will be 
judged by the Poultry judge. Members must par cipate in showmanship to enter an 
educa onal display. 

· Lastly, those members who were previously enrolled in, and planning to exhibit, a 
Bird/Poultry project at Fair, may add an alterna ve small animal project as a subs -
tute for their bird. Please email madisona@uidaho.edu to add an alterna ve small 
animal project to your 4-H member's ZSuite account. 

If you have any ques ons about these alterna ves, please contact the Extension 
Office. 
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Owyhee County 4-H 

Congratula ons to Ainsley Erwin, Bruneau 
Canyon 4-H Club, on being elected the 2022-
2023 Idaho 4-H State Teen Associa on South-
ern District Representa ve!  

We are so proud of your hard work, dedica-
on, and passion for 4-H! You are going to 

rock it in this posi on! The Southern District is 
in great hands!  
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