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Our Current Retirement Picture
An update on how the year 2020 has 
affected our retirement and retirement 
plans.  

Focusing on the “right” actions.

How we can plan for the future.
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Overview
 How the year 2020 affected our thinking about retirement

 Hope for the future by looking at history

 Actions we can take now to plan for the future
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Disclosures: Investment diversification does not ensure profit or eliminate the risk of loss. 
All investments involve risk. There is no guarantee of successful results.  This graph is 
intended for informational purposes only. The examples used herein are for illustrative 
purposes and are not intended for use in determining future outcomes of any 
transaction. The information contained herein does not constitute an offer, or a 
solicitation of any offer, to buy or sell any security, investment or other product. The 
above summary/prices/quotes/statistics have been obtained from sources we believe to 
be reliable, but we cannot guarantee its/their accuracy or completeness. Past 
performance is not a guarantee of future results. 
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Sides of our Brain

 Thinking side

 Emotional side
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 High of 29,951 on Dow on 2/12/20

 Low of 18,592 on 3/23/20

 Drop of 38% at its worst

 At 27,173 as of 9/25/20 ~ up 46% from bottom

 Still down almost 5% year-to-date
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Source: Thomson Reuters Dow Jones Ind. Ave. 12/19/19-9/28/20

Dow Jones Industrial Average
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 High of 3,386 on S&P (pre-Covid) on 2/19/20

 Low of 2,237 on 3/23/20

 Drop of 34% at its worst

 At 3,298 as of 9/25/20 ~ up 47% from bottom

 Up about 2% year-to-date
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Source: Thomson Reuters S&P Index 12/19/19-9/28/20

S&P Index
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 High of 9,817 on Nasdaq (pre-Covid) on 2/19/20

 Low of 6,861 on 3/23/20

 Drop of 30% at its worst

 At 10,914 as of 9/25/20 ~ up 59% from bottom

 Up about 22% year-to-date
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Source: Thomson Reuters Nasdaq Index 12/19/19-9/28/20

Nasdaq Index
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New normal?

 Following two slides of what is the normal for the market…

 Normal is a relative term

 One of the most dangerous terms is “This time it’s different.”

 Not in terms of the specific causes, but in terms of financial effects and 
how it affects the market.

 Look at history.  Look at the worst times in history.  Look at where we are 
now. (this slide originally written in April 2020)
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Preparing for the future

 Be Prepared

 Have an Emergency Fund

 Get debt paid off

 Live within your means

 Budget- (whatever than means for you)

 Have faith in the future

 Plan to Succeed (in whatever you focus on)

 Have a coach

 Do better next time
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The Big Picture

 Defined Benefit Plans (Pensions)

 Defined Contribution Plans (401k’s, IRA’s, Roth’s, etc.)

 Being responsible for our own destiny.

 Controlling what we can control.

 Making a plan

 Seeking advice, not sales pitches
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Source: Thomson Reuters S&P Index 12/19/19-9/28/20, 11/30/2008-9/25/2020

The Basics of a Retirement Plan
- What is planned for is more often achieved!

 Controllables

 When do I want to retire?

 How much do I want to spend each year?

 When will I take Social Security?

 What adjustments should I make to my retirement funds when I start 
withdrawals?

 Should they stay the same or become more conservative or income oriented?

 What will I do about healthcare?

 How much do I need to save each month now?

 Do I want to have debt paid off before retirement? 

 What impact will that have on retirement spending?

 How do I control my emotions during difficult markets?

 The list goes on…
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Questions?
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Disclosures: Investment diversification does not ensure profit or eliminate the risk of loss. 
All investments involve risk. There is no guarantee of successful results.  This graph is 
intended for informational purposes only. The examples used herein are for illustrative 
purposes and are not intended for use in determining future outcomes of any 
transaction. The information contained herein does not constitute an offer, or a 
solicitation of any offer, to buy or sell any security, investment or other product. The 
above summary/prices/quotes/statistics have been obtained from sources we believe to 
be reliable, but we cannot guarantee its/their accuracy or completeness. Past 
performance is not a guarantee of future results. 
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