
 

Sourcing Images Online 
Just because something is online doesn’t mean we can download and use it any way 
that we want. Material online is to view, read, and enjoy—NOT for us to simply take 
and reuse. Even at an educational institution, not everything we do qualifies as “fair 
use” of copyrighted material. 
For any online image or material, we must find and read the fine print that says if 
and how we can use that image or material, and what requirements there are for 
using it, including how to cite the source or photographer. 
University of Idaho copyright policy and information: 

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/copyright/guide.html  
Creative Commons license information: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

Links for Image Sources 
No commercial endorsement of these sites is intended. 

Public Domain 
Material in the public domain is available for free use. We are not required to cite 
the source, but it is still a good professional practice. 

https://www.nasa.gov (and other federal government agencies) 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/graphics/photos/search.htm  
http://www.pond5.com/free 

Open Content 
Images available via Creative Commons licenses will have different restrictions or 
specific citation requirements, so read the fine print for each image you are 
considering and make sure your use qualifies. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

Royalty-Free 
Images to buy; may have limitations, so find and read the fine print.  

https://www.shutterstock.com 

Managed Rights 
Images to buy; limited exclusivity (others may buy the same image and use it).  

http://www.gettyimages.com 

Club/Subscription Services 
Free to join or subscribe; free downloads that still require that we cite the source 

as directed.  
http://bugwood.org/ 

More Sources and Information 
https://www.picmonkey.com/blog/free-stock-photos  
https://mashable.com/2017/05/23/where-to-find-royalty-free-
images/#ZrMiWReiZmO3  

http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/237094 
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