University of Idaho Extension
programs that are making a
difference in idaho.

EXCITE team integrates farm safety and
immunization education, access to vaccines

Ul Extension’s EXCITE team provided immunization
education, vaccines, health screenings and farm
safety presentations at two large Idaho dairies,
vaccinating 25% of employees in attendance.

The Situation

University of Idaho Extension team for the Extension
Collaborative on Immunization Teaching and Engage-
ment (EXCITE) coordinated and facilitated 18 educa-
tional mobile vaccine clinics between December 2021
and June 2022. The resulting observations and experi-
ences aligned with those of many health providers and
vaccine educators across the state: direct education
and conversations with trusted messengers are neces-
sary. However, the urgency of the pandemic was wan-
ing, and Idahoans were tired of talking about COVID-
19. Considering that the EXCITE initiative addresses
all adult immunizations and aims to serve rural and
other underserved communities, Idaho’s team sought
to adapt their approach to immunization education for
Hispanic agricultural workers in the second half of the
two-year project.

Our Response

While maintaining the original design of University of
Idaho Extension’s three-step educational mobile clinic,
the team expanded and diversified the events. Agricul-
tural businesses were offered a “menu” of options for
the mobile clinic. The minimum components were a
30-minute presentation that integrated immunization
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Mario de Haro-Marti shares a meal and visits with dairy employ-
ees following a presentation on farm safety and immunizations.

education and farm safety practices, and the availabil-
ity of South Central Public Health District’s mobile
vaccine clinic. Additional options included blood pres-
sure screenings, University of Idaho academic pro-
grams, a variety of Extension health resources and a
taco truck to provide lunch for employees in attend-
ance. Employees’ families were also invited to attend
the clinic.

In addition to integrating immunization education into
other work-related topics, these second-year clinics in-
cluded access to the Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertus-
sis) vaccine. Up-to-date protection against tetanus is
highly relevant to agricultural workers, which in-
creased both the personal and corporate value of the
clinics.
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impact

Program Outcomes

The EXCITE team was invited to facilitate clinics at
two of the largest dairies in the Magic Valley area: Si-
Ellen Farms and Funk Dairy. This was EXCITE’s sec-
ond vaccine clinic at Funk Dairy. Each site welcomed
all available options: education, health screenings, Ex-
tension health resources, all vaccines (COVID-19, Flu,
Tdap) and a taco truck.

A total of 203 employees attended the educational ses-
sions prior to accessing the vaccine clinic on site. Of
those attendees, 50 (25%) received at least one vac-
cine. This level of participation was surprising in con-
sideration that one week prior to each event, supervi-
sors asked employees to anonymously indicate their
interest in receiving vaccines to assist the clinical team
in their preparations. Five employees at Si-Ellen
Farms indicated interest. There were no employees at
Funk Dairy who gave advanced notice. This suggests a
positive impact of reliable information being provided
onsite by a trusted messenger.

Observations by UI Extension staff also indicated
higher receptivity to immunization information when
it was integrated with other relevant topics of interest
and value. Mario de Haro-Marti, Extension educator,
presented farm and occupational safety information in
English and Spanish to the dairy workers. In addition
to adult immunization as a safety strategy, topics in-
cluded how to apply safety practices to machine opera-
tions, confined spaces, heavy lifting and animal han-
dling. Following the presentation, participants ex-
pressed appreciation for the content they learned and
said it was very useful. Some also suggested including
this training in their new staff orientation.

Table 1: TE Year 2 Dairy Clinics

SlI-Ellen Farms Funk Dairy

Total employees 152 120
Prior vaccine interest 5 0
Direct education 129 74
Total individuals
. 29 21
vaccinated
COVID-19 vaccines 18 11
Flu vaccines 26 9
Tdap vaccines 11 17
Blood pressure
) 12 16
screenings
Extension staff 9 3
Clinical staff 6 6
The Future

The mobile vaccine clinic model and partnership be-
tween South Central Public Health District are ex-
pected to continue beyond the completion of the EX-
CITE Activity 2 project.

Cooperators and Co-Sponsors

The Cooperative Extension System is funded for the
EXCITE initiative through an Interagency Agreement
with the USDA National Institute of Food and Agricul-
ture and the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

Lindsey McConnell-Soong, Health Equity Director e University of Idaho Extension, EXCITE e 208-885-5364 ¢ Imcconnell-

soong@uidaho.edu

Joey Peutz, Extension Educator ® University of Idaho Extension, Payette County ¢ 208-642-6022 ¢ joeyp@uidaho.edu

Mario de Haro-Marti, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Gooding County ¢ 208-934-4417 » mdeharo@uidaho.edu
Siew Guan Lee, Extension Educator e University of Idaho Extension, Twin Falls County ¢ 208-734-9590 e siewguanl@uidaho.edu
Mireille Chahine, Extension Specialist ¢ Twin Falls Research and Extension Center ¢ 208-736-3609 ® mchahine@uidaho.edu

Bridget Morrisroe-Miller, Extension Educator e University of Idaho Extension, Ada County  208-287-5900 ¢ bridgeta@uidaho.edu
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