Educating landowners in ecological forest
management provides many benefits
AT A GLANCE
Ecologically‐based forest management options can
help landowners meet their goals, generate income,
improve biodiversity and reduce wildfire risk.

The Situation
Recent surveys of nonindustrial private forest landowners in the western states and Idaho show that most
give highest priority to ecological goals rather than
economic in managing their forests. Species conservation, biodiversity, wildlife, naturalness and aesthetics
are major priorities. In addition, recent ecological
research focused on understanding disturbance processes in western forests, the structure and composition of historic forest conditions, and the forest conditions conducive to biodiversity conservation and
resilience in the face of environmental change offer a
new paradigm for forest management that differs in
approach, outlook and technique from traditional
forestry.
Many forest owners in north-central Idaho are looking
for information to help them achieve the ecologically
oriented goals they have for their land while at the
same time generating income from selling timber.
Ecological forest management approaches should
not be looked on as no, or limited, timber harvest approaches. Quite the contrary, given forest conditions in
Idaho and much of the west, these approaches can call
for as much, or more, timber harvest than in traditional forestry.

Helping landowners with their forest management.

Our Response
In 2018 a new, two-evening, program was developed
called Ecologically-Based Forest Management
Alternatives for North Central Idaho, that was held
on April 17 and 19 in Orofino. The curriculum included
a review of the basics of forest ecology and the relevant
research on creating forest conditions that are more
resilient to environmental change, resistant to catastrophic wildfire and other disturbance, and conducive
to biodiversity and wildlife conservation. Various
methodologies and recommendations for applying
these principles when conducting timber harvest were
also covered. Pictures and illustrations of the various
techniques and structural goals were also presented,
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and handouts were provided that explained the concepts.

Program Outcomes
There were 16 people that attended the two-evening
workshop, representing 1,483 acres of forestland.
Attendees reported an average 35 percent increase in
knowledge (one attendee was a retired U.S. Forest
Service forest ecologist who was highly complementary
of the program), and 100 percent indicated the program was a good way for them to learn the content,
and that they would, or probably would, be able to use
or implement the information learned.
Based on the interest in the 2018 program, this
curriculum will be refined and continually updated
with the latest research in this arena and offered again
in subsequent years.
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