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The Situation 
Growing a garden in many parts of Idaho can be a 
challenging undertaking. Soil conditions, weather 
fluctuations , disease and insect pressures and vege-
table varieties not suited to the area make it difficult 
to grow good quality produce. Each year the seed 
companies come out with new and improved varie-
ties of many of the common crops grown in the gar-
den. It is difficult to ascertain which of these varieties 
will be able to handle the harsh climatic conditions 
found in Idaho. 

Our Response 
The garden variety trial program was implemented 
to offer gardeners and small acreage growers the op-
portunity to test new varieties next to the standard 
varieties that are currently grown. Variety selections 
were made based on descriptions in seed catalogues 
and local growing conditions. Seeds were then pur-
chased and counted out for individual trials. A plant-
ing kit was assembled with labels, a length of sting 
for planting the required length of row, and instruc-
tions on how to plant the seeds. A website was estab-
lished for participants to purchase the trials online.  

Program Outcomes 
A total of 291 individual trials were conducted dur-
ing 2012. Participants were very enthusiastic about 
the opportunity to participate and many have re-
quested that the program continue. Several new va-
rieties were shown to out perform the standard varie-
ties that have been grown for several years in the 
area. Some of the traits noted in the new varieties 
included better flavor, better vigor, and increased 
yields. 

The Future 
The program will continue to be marketed to Master 
Gardeners, small scale growers, farmers market enti-
ties, garden clubs, and avid gardeners in Idaho as 
well as to these groups in adjoining states. Results of 
the 2012 trials will be posted online prior to the new 
growing season at the following web address:  
http://gardentrials.cals.uidaho.edu  
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