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THE 4-H CLOVERBUDS PROJECT offered through the University of Idaho’s 4-H Youth 
Development program is specially designed for youth ages 5 to 7 (as of Jan. 1 of the 4-H 
year) because Cloverbud learning characteristics and developmental needs are different 
from those of older 4-H members. Cloverbud members should be enrolled in the Cloverbuds 
project only, no matter what topics they wish to explore during the 4-H year. 

The Cloverbuds project focuses on:  
• Fun 
• Age-appropriate skills, abilities, and involvement 
• Success-oriented 
• Non-competitive 
• Group-centered learning 
• Activity focused 
• Volunteer directed 
• Safe 
• Personal development 

The project appeals to a child’s natural curiosity, enthusiasm for learning, and high energy 
level by providing opportunities for exploration and active learning. Cloverbuds is designed 
to introduce children to cooperative learning and the many things they can do in 4-H, not 
duplicate traditional 4-H member projects and experiences. 

The intent and objectives of the Cloverbuds project are: 
• Offer programs/project introductions that are short-term, activity-focused 

opportunities that build on cooperative learning.  
• Provide an age-appropriate, non-competitive, exploratory learning environment 

suitable for younger 4-H’ers 

Best practices for Cloverbud meetings/activities: 
• Activities and learning experiences utilize 4-H Cloverbud curricula (includes K-3 

curricula) that the youth can understand, manage, and master the associated subject 
matter 

• Cloverbud meetings should encourage discovery learning.  
• Cloverbuds are not permitted to participate in competitive 4-H exhibitions, contests, 

events or activities, which are designed for traditional 4-H members (ages 8-18). 
Cloverbuds may, however, display/feature their work in a non-competitive way and be 
recognized with either display or participation ribbons. 

• Cloverbud activities may be organized by county Extension offices, certified 4-H 
volunteers, and may utilize teen 4-H member leadership. Cloverbuds will not elect 
youth officers. 

• Cloverbud members are required to enroll in the state-approved electronic 4-H 
enrollment system. 
 


