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Marty Peterson was born in Lewiston, Idaho, and has spent 57 years in public service in 

Idaho.  

 

He is a graduate of Columbia Basin College, the University of Idaho, and Harvard 

University’s Senior Managers in Government Program.  He joined the Idaho Army 

National Guard his junior year in high school on his seventeenth birthday. He served 

eight years and was a staff sergeant when he was discharged. His professional career has 

included serving on the staff of U.S. Senator Frank Church; executive director of the 

Association of Idaho Cities; budget director of the State of Idaho under Governors John 

V. Evans and Cecil Andrus; the transition team for Idaho Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter; 

directed the planning and administration of Idaho’s statehood centennial celebration in 

1990; and serving as an assistant to seven presidents of the University of Idaho over a 

twenty-one-year period.  He also served as director of the James A. and Louise McClure 

Center for Public Policy Research at the University of Idaho. 

 

In retirement, Marty is active in community affairs.  He currently serves as president of 

the Foundation for Idaho History which is playing the lead role in raising funds for the 

$17 million expansion of the state museum.  He is on the boards of Friends of Idaho 

Public Television, the James A. and Louise McClure Center for Public Policy and on the 

advisory board for the U of I’s School of Journalism and Mass Media. He is also active in 

Boise’s First United Methodist Church. In addition, he is the current president of the 

Historic Silver City Foundation and a past president of City Club of Boise, the Idaho 

Hemingway House Foundation and the Silver City Property Owners Association. He co-

chaired the committee that planned the re-dedication of Idaho’s newly restored state 

capitol building in 2010.  From 1991-1994 he served on the board of the University of 

Idaho Alumni Association. 

 

Marty writes an occasional newspaper column and has co-authored three books, 

including “Idaho Wilderness Considered” which has been named the 2017 book of the 

year by the Idaho Library Association. He is also a member of the Editorial Board of the 

Idaho Statesman and is a frequent guest on Idaho Public Televisions’ Idaho Reports and 

Outdoor Idaho. 

 

He is a well-known Hemingway scholar and has been actively involved in preservation 

efforts for Ernest Hemingway’s homes in Ketchum, Idaho, and San Francisco de Paulo, 

Cuba. He has lectured on Hemingway throughout the United States, as well as in Cuba 

and Spain. 

 

Marty and his wife Barb ‘73 live in Boise.  They have two married daughters and four 

grandchildren.  Julia ‘01 and Adam ‘01 Browning and sons Max and Ben. And Emily and 

Andy Hutchison and daughters Abby and Milly.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


