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Standard Two:  Resources and Capacity  
 
2.C – Education Resources  
 
2.C.1 The institution provides programs, wherever offered and however delivered, with 
appropriate content and rigor that are consistent with its mission; culminate in achievement of 
clearly identified student learning outcomes; and lead to collegiate-level degrees or certificates 
with designators consistent with program content in recognized fields of study. 
 
2.C.2 The institution identifies and publishes expected course, program, and degree learning 
outcomes. Expected student learning outcomes for courses, wherever offered and however 
delivered, are provided in written form to enrolled students. 
 
2.C.3 Credit and degrees, wherever offered and however delivered, are based on documented 
student achievement and awarded in a manner consistent with institutional policies that reflect 
generally accepted learning outcomes, norms, or equivalencies in higher education. 
 
2.C.4 Degree programs, wherever offered and however delivered, demonstrate a coherent 
design with appropriate breadth, depth, sequencing of courses, and synthesis of learning. 
Admission and graduation requirements are clearly defined and widely published. 
 
2.C.5 Faculty, through well-defined structures and processes with clearly defined authority and 
responsibilities, exercise a major role in the design, approval, implementation, and revision of 
the curriculum, and have an active role in the selection of new faculty. Faculty with teaching 
responsibilities take collective responsibility for fostering and assessing student achievement of 
clearly identified learning outcomes. 
 
2.C.6 Faculty with teaching responsibilities, in partnership with library and information resources 
personnel, ensure that the use of library and information resources is integrated into the 
learning process. 
 
 
Undergraduate Programs  
 
2.C.9 The General Education component of undergraduate programs (if offered) demonstrates 
an integrated course of study that helps students develop the breadth and depth of intellect to 
become more effective learners and to prepare them for a productive life of work, citizenship, 
and personal fulfillment. Baccalaureate degree programs and transfer associate degree 
programs include a recognizable core of general education that represents an integration of 
basic knowledge and methodology of the humanities and fine arts, mathematical and natural 
sciences, and social sciences. Applied undergraduate degree and certificate programs of thirty 
(30) semester credits or forty-five (45) quarter credits in length contain a recognizable core of 
related instruction or general education with identified outcomes in the areas of communication, 
computation, and human relations that align with and support program goals or intended 
outcomes.  
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2.C.10 The institution demonstrates that the General Education components of its 
baccalaureate degree programs (if offered) and transfer associate degree programs (if offered) 
have identifiable and assessable learning outcomes that are stated in relation to the institution’s 
mission and learning outcomes for those programs. 
 
2.C.11The related instruction components of applied degree and certificate programs (if offered) 
have identifiable and assessable learning outcomes that align with and support program goals 
or intended outcomes. Related instruction components may be embedded within program 
curricula or taught in blocks of specialized instruction, but each approach must have clearly 
identified content and be taught or monitored by teaching faculty who are appropriately qualified 
in those areas. 
 
Graduate Programs  
 
2.C.12 Graduate programs are consistent with the institution’s mission; are in keeping with the 
expectations of their respective disciplines and professions; and are described through 
nomenclature that is appropriate to the levels of graduate and professional degrees offered. 
They differ from undergraduate programs by requiring greater depth of study and increased 
demands on student intellectual or creative capacities; knowledge of the literature of the field; 
and ongoing student engagement in research, scholarship, creative expression, and/or 
appropriate high-level professional practice.  
 
2.C.13 Graduate admission and retention policies ensure that student qualifications and 
expectations are compatible with the institution’s mission and the program’s requirements. 
Transfer of credit is evaluated according to clearly defined policies by faculty with a major 
commitment to graduate education or by a representative body of faculty responsible for the 
degree program at the receiving institution. 
 
2.C.14 Graduate credit may be granted for internships, field experiences, and clinical practices 
that are an integral part of the graduate degree program. Credit toward graduate degrees may 
not be granted for experiential learning that occurred prior to matriculation into the graduate 
degree program. Unless the institution structures the graduate learning experience, monitors 
that learning, and assesses learning achievements, graduate credit is not granted for learning 
experiences external to the students’ formal graduate programs. 
 
2.C.15 Graduate programs intended to prepare students for research, professional practice, 
scholarship, or artistic creation are characterized by a high level of expertise, originality, and 
critical analysis. Programs intended to prepare students for artistic creation are directed toward 
developing personal expressions of original concepts, interpretations, imagination, thoughts, or 
feelings. Graduate programs intended to prepare students for research or scholarship are 
directed toward advancing the frontiers of knowledge by constructing and/or revising theories 
and creating or applying knowledge. Graduate programs intended to prepare students for 
professional practice are directed toward developing high levels of knowledge and performance 
skills directly related to effective practice within the profession. 
 
  



Standard Four: Effectiveness and Improvement 
The institution regularly and systematically collects data related to clearly defined indicators of 
achievement, analyzes those data, and formulates evidence-based evaluations of the 
achievement of core theme objectives. It demonstrates clearly defined procedures for evaluating 
the integration and significance of institutional planning, the allocation of resources, and the 
application of capacity in its activities for achieving the intended outcomes of its programs and 
services and for achieving its core theme objectives. The institution disseminates assessment 
results to its constituencies and uses those results to effect improvement. 
 
4.A – Assessment  
 
 
4.A.1 The institution engages in ongoing systematic collection and analysis of meaningful, 
assessable, and verifiable data—quantitative and/or qualitative, as appropriate to its indicators 
of achievement—as the basis for evaluating the accomplishment of its core theme objectives.  
 
4.A.2  The institution engages in an effective system of evaluation of its programs and services, 
wherever offered and however delivered, to evaluate achievement of clearly identified program 
goals or intended outcomes. Faculty have a primary role in the evaluation of educational 
programs and services. 
 
4.A.3 The institution documents, through an effective, regular, and comprehensive system of 
assessment of student achievement, that students who complete its educational courses, 
programs, and degrees, wherever offered and however delivered, achieve identified course, 
program, and degree learning outcomes. Faculty with teaching responsibilities are responsible 
for evaluating student achievement of clearly identified learning outcomes. 
 
4.A.4 The institution evaluates holistically the alignment, correlation, and integration of 
programs and services with respect to accomplishment of core theme objectives. 
 
4.A.5 The institution evaluates holistically the alignment, correlation, and integration of 
planning, resources, capacity, practices, and assessment with respect to achievement of the 
goals or intended outcomes of its programs or services, wherever offered and however 
delivered. 
 
4.A.6  The institution regularly reviews its assessment processes to ensure they appraise 
authentic achievements and yield meaningful results that lead to improvement. 
 
4.B – Improvement  
 
4.B.1 Results of core theme assessments and results of assessments of programs and 
services are: a) based on meaningful institutionally identified indicators of achievement; b) used 
for improvement by informing planning, decision making, and allocation of resources and 
capacity; and c) made available to appropriate constituencies in a timely manner.  
 
4.B.2 The institution uses the results of its assessment of student learning to inform academic 
and learning-support planning and practices that lead to enhancement of student learning 
achievements. Results of student learning assessments are made available to appropriate 
constituencies in a timely manner. 
  


