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Goal (learning objective)
Youth will learn about structural differences in live-
stock and the importance of structural correctness.

Supplies
�� The animal parts poster in the Ohio Learning Lab 

Kit (either specific species or all species). Check 
with your local extension office on the availability 
of the kit and to check it out.

�� Photocopies of the following handouts (enough 
for group):

�� Handout 1 - Beef Resource Handbook, chapter 
2, pages 2-10 through 2-15

�� Handout 2 - Goat Resource Handbook, chap-
ter 2, pages 22-26

�� Handout 3 - Sheep Resource Handbook for 
Market and Breeding Projects, chapter 2, pages 
11 and 14-16

�� Handout 4 - Swine Resource Handbook for 
Market and Breeding Projects, chapter 3, pages 
3-2 and 3-7 through 3-14

�� Meeting location with enough space to run a foot-
race

Pre-lesson preparation
This activity can be conducted for a specific species 
or all species

�� Review structural differences in the beef, goat, 
sheep, and swine resource handbooks (see hand-
outs)

�� Review conformation terminology

Lesson directions and outline
There are many tools available to help with animal se-
lection. They include things such as animal weights, 

actual performance data and expected progeny differ-
ences. While these tools are helpful visual appraisal 
is still a key tool in animal selection. Animals, just 
like people, need to able to walk and run in order to 
perform different functions. By taking a good look at 
the animal you will be able to recognize if they can 
travel to food, water and shelter comfortably as well 
as move away from harm. 
Conducting the activity (DO)

1.	 Ask volunteers to distribute the handouts.

2.	 While working through the structural faults, have 
the members stand and adjust their legs so they 
mimic each fault.

3.	 Once all the leg structures have been explained, 
ask for volunteers to represent the different 
“structural faults”

4.	 Have volunteers run a relay race with that struc-
tural fault (three or four at a time)
�� While members are waiting to run, they can 

practice walking around with their structur-
al faults. For example, running on tippy toes 
would be the post-legged structure.  Running 
with heels together would be the splayed-foot-
ed structure.  Have volunteers experiment with 
walking with those structures for 5 minutes.

What did we learn? (REFLECT)
�� Ask: What are common structural faults in live-

stock?

�� Ask: Have you seen animals with any of those 
faults?

�� Ask: Relay race volunteers: was it easy to run the 
foot-race? If you had to walk all the time that way 
how would you feel?  What hurts?

�� Ask: Why is structural correctness important?
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Why is that important? (Apply)
�� Ask: If your animal is hurting, how often would 

they get up to eat and drink? As your animal gets 
heavier, how would they feel?

�� Ask: Relay race volunteers: was it easy to run the 
footrace? If you had to walk all the time that way 
how would you feel? What hurts?
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SELECTION:  STRUCTURAL CONFORMATION – HANDOUT 2 
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FIGURE 3.3 APPENDIX 

IDEAL MARKET HOG DESIGN 

Image from Livestock Judging Guide by Neal Smith, University of Tennessee 2013. 
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