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Goal (learning objective)
Youth will learn about the basics of livestock evalu-
ation and judging through animal parts, terms and 
judging criteria.

Supplies
�� Animal Parts poster and the part labels from the 

Ohio Learning Lab Kit (each species)

�� Copies of the following (enough for group):

�� Judging Beef Cattle & Oral Reasons 101, 
PNW 669

�� Judging Sheep & Oral Reasons 101, PNW 679

�� Judging Meat Goat & Oral Reasons 101, 
PNW 678

�� Judging Swine & Oral Reasons 101, PNW 677

Pre-lesson preparation
�� Review the following:

�� Judging Beef Cattle & Oral Reasons 101, 
PNW 669

�� Judging Sheep & Oral Reasons 101, PNW 679

�� Judging Meat Goat & Oral Reasons 101, 
PNW 678

�� Judging Swine & Oral Reasons 101, PNW 677

�� Check out Learning Lab Kits from county exten-
sion office

Lesson directions and outline
Have youth discuss why they think learning animal 
body parts is important to learning about animal 
evaluation? How is knowing more about animal eval-
uation important to raising a livestock project?
List the reasons on flip chart paper.

Explain to youth that livestock evaluation and judg-
ing can be a fun and exciting activity. Learning the 
basics of animal judging starts with learning the parts 
and what the criteria is for animal selection.  
 
Conducting the activity (DO)

1.	 Review with youth the handouts, teaching the fol-
lowing sections: Animal Parts, Terms, Selecting 
your Animal.

2.	 Challenge youth by using the poster to see how 
many parts can be identified correctly.  Variations 
of the challenge may include

a.	A timed event “in 60 seconds or less”
b.	Teams of youth with the fastest speed and or 

number correct
c.	Pin the tail “part” on the poster where one 

youth is blindfolded and the other is not.

What did we learn? (REFLECT)

�� Ask: What are the main criteria for livestock judg-
ing?

�� Ask: Name five parts and two terms associated 
with the animal? 

Why is that important? (APPLY) 

�� Ask: Why is it important to know the criteria of 
something? How does that knowledge impact you 
when you use that item?

�� Ask:  Why does understanding each breed’s quali-
ties make more knowledgeable to produce a better 
product?

�� Ask: How does animal conformation impact ani-
mal performance? Or animal quality?
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