
Statistics News 

Our Newest 
Faculty Member  
 
A visit with  
Dr. Erkan Buzbas: 

 
Where are you origi-
nally from? 
 
Istanbul, Turkey. I went 
to Liceo Italiano, the 
Italian high school in 
Istanbul and got a B.S. 
in Chemistry from Bo-
gazici University in Is-
tanbul. 
 
What sparked your 
interest in Statistics? 
 
I was interested in phi-
losophy of science 
when I started getting 
interested in probabilis-
tic modeling of natural 
phenomena. Uncertain-
ty and randomness 
fascinated me and I 
decided to learn more 
about statistics. I am 
still learning.  
  
What do you do for 
fun away from work? 
 
I used to climb a lot 
when I was younger. 
Now, my wife and I are 
into long-distance 
backpacking. Last year 
we completed the John 
Muir Trail in Yosemite.  
(Buzbas cont. on page 5)
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Letter from the Chair  
 
 
Greetings and welcome to the latest edition 
of the Statistics Newsletter! There are 
many exciting things happening in the de-
partment to report, and we are also very 
interested in hearing from you and sharing 
any news that you may have. In this issue 
of the newsletter, we have news from our 
faculty members, our current students, and 
some of our alumni. 
 
Fall kicked off with our annual Welcome 
Picnic. For the first time, it was held in the 
Brink Courtyard.  This was a great oppor-
tunity for our new and current students to 
meet in an informal setting with the faculty.  
It also gave the chance for the students to 
become better acquainted.  Iôm proud of 
what a closely knit group they have be-
come.  
 
Our former Chair, Dr. Rick Edgeman, left 
the University of Idaho in December 2011 
for a position at Aarhus University in Den-
mark in the Interdisciplinary Center for Or-
ganizational Architecture (ICOA). At that 
time, I was selected to become permanent 
Chair of the Department. I had previously 
served as Interim Chair from 2002 to mid-
2004 before we recruited Dr. Edgeman. 
  
I want to mention news about our newest 
faculty member. Dr. Erkan Buzbas; he 
started this spring semester. Dr. Buzbas is 
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familiar with our program, having obtained 
an M.S. in Statistics with us in 2007. Next, 
he completed his Ph.D. with Dr. Paul Joyce 
in the Bioinformatics and Computational Bi-
ology (BCB) program in 2009. He did post-
doctoral work at the University of Michigan 
and at Stanford University prior to being re-
cruited to join us.  
  
Dr. Paul Joyce recently was selected as the 
Dean of the College of Science at the uni-
versity, after having served as Interim Dean 
from July 2012 until the end of the year. 
Dean Joyce certainly appreciates our unique 
role at the University of Idaho, and we are 
looking forward to his leadership of the Col-
lege.  
  
In 2011, the Department began an online 
M.S. degree offering through Engineering 
Outreach (EO).  Dr. Stephen Lee taped the 
Stat 565: Computer Intensive Statistics in 
fall 2012, so we now have the required sev-
en core courses (Stat 451, Stat 452, Stat 
422, Stat 507, Stat 519, Stat 550, and Stat 
565). We currently offer the thesis and in-
ternship options for the MS degree via EO, 
and hope to add a consulting option soon to 
parallel our on-campus degree. Four stu-
dents from around the country are currently 
enrolled and we have recently admitted an 
additional three students for fall 2013. The 
program is growing quickly and we expect 
our first graduate in fall 2013. (Letter  

(Letter cont. on page 2) 
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Our Faculty 
Erkan Buzbas' focus is on 
inference from statistical 
models with computationally 
intractable likelihoods. Dur-
ing the last two years, he 
has been working on theory 

and applications of approximate Bayesian 
computation (ABC), a class of computa-
tional statistical methods to perform infer-
ence from models with computationally 
intractable likelihoods. In Spring of 2011, 
he attended the second annual ABC 
meeting in London. Erkan has also recent-
ly contributed to an article in Journal of 
Theoretical Population Biology investigat-
ing the imputation accuracy under the co-
alescent model (with L. Huang, N.A. Ros-
enberg), and has published a note on esti-
mating species trees using approximate 
Bayesian computation in Molecular Phylo-
genetics and Evolution. 

 
Brian Dennis' new book, 
"The R Student Compan-
ion", was published by CRC 
PRESS in the fall of 
2012.  "R" is a free comput-
er package/language for 

scientific graphs, statistics, and calcula-
tions that is available for Windows, Mac 
OS, and Unix/Linux.  In the book, Dennis 
proposes that R could supplement or even 
replace calculators in high school and col-
lege math and science courses. 

 
Paul Hohenlohe holds a 
joint appointment in the de-
partments of Biological Sci-
ences and Statistical Sci-
ence.  Research in his lab 
focuses on evolutionary ge-

netics and genomics.   They are develop-
ing and disseminating tools for a particular 
genomic technique called RAD sequenc-
ing.  They are also developing yeast as a 
laboratory system for experimental evolu-
tion to examine genomic patterns under 
controlled conditions, with participation 
from graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents.  Work in his lab also involves devel-
oping the theoretical understanding of the 
evolutionary process.  For instance, evolu-

tion depends on genetic variation that is 
produced by mutation.  In an ongoing pro-
ject, a graduate student in my lab is ex-
ploring the mathematical analogy between 
the curvature of space-time under general 
relativity and the curvature of the space of 
biological forms resulting from mutational 
variation.  By focusing on models of ge-
netic regulatory networks, this project 
promises to further an understanding of 
both the evolutionary process and the ge-
netic basis of complex traits. 
 

During the fall semester of 
2011, Tim Johnson took a 
sabbatical to start work on 
a book on generalized line-
ar mixed models with appli-
cations in the social scienc-

es. His recent methodological research 
has included work on the use of Bayesian 
posterior predictive checks for covariance 
structures using tetrads, item response 
models for sum scores with missing item 
responses and also for sequential item 
responses, and Bayesian Thurstonian 
models for rank orders. Also, in collabora-
tion with Dr. Michelle Wiest, he has done 
work on generalized linear models with 
coarsened covariates. He also recently 
has had several collaborative substantive 
research projects with researchers in busi-
ness, marine resource economics, and 
psychology. Finally, he has been actively 
working with Dr. Janet Rachlow and sev-
eral of her students and colleagues in the 
College of Natural Resources on several 
studies largely concerning pygmy rabbits.  
 

Stephen Leeôs research 
interests extend from Bioin-
formatics to Business appli-
cations. He will spend a sab-
batical semester in the fall of 
2013 at the University of 

Hong Kong where heôll be an honorary 
visiting professor at the Chinese Manage-
ment Center, School of Business, Univer-
sity of Hong Kong. He is planning to visit 
other universities in China and Taiwan 
during his sabbatical. 
(Faculty cont. on page 3) 
 

(Letter cont. from  pg. 1)

We have gotten many 
inquiries about the 
program, and in the 
future it could conceiv-
ably have a larger en-
rollment than our on-
campus program.  
Our Statistics Aca-
demic Certificate and 
Minor continue to be 
successful. Eleven are 
currently enrolled in 
the Certificate with 6 
awarded during the 
last academic year.  
There are currently 20 
enrolled in the Minor.  
A new certificate in 
Analytics is being con-
sidered with an em-
phasis on data man-
agement and compu-
ting.  Due to the Af-
fordable Health Care 
Act, there will be 
many new statistical 
positions available.  
We are positioning 
ourselves to give stu-
dents another exciting 
option. 
 
The University rolled 
out a uniform version 
of faculty webpages in 
the past couple of 
years, which includes 
interesting information 
such as a short bio, a 
selected list of publi-
cations, and how long 
each member has 
been at UI. We each 
still have our own indi-
vidually designed pag-
es, but it is nice to 
have a uniform look 
for our pages as well.  
  
This yearôs Joint Sta-
tistical Meetings are in 
Montr®al, Qu®bec. 
Anyone want to get 
together for dinner?  

Please contact me at 
chrisw@uidaho.edu . 
 

Best Wishes, 
   

Chris Williams 
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(Faculty  cont. from page 2) 
He is collaboratively organizing a two-day 
R workshop at the University of Idaho this 
summer, 2013. And is planning a similar R 
workshop to be offered at the University of 
Hong Kong . 

 
Bahman Shafii holds a 
joint appointment with the 
Department of Statistical 
Science and Department of 
Plant, Soil, and Entomologi-
cal Sciences (PSES). He 

also manages the Statistical Programs 
unit of the Idaho Agricultural Experiment 
Station (IAES).  The major components of 
his responsibility include conducting inde-
pendent and collaborative research, par-
ticipation in grants and contracts, statisti-
cal consultation with IAES scientists and 
other research professionals, and gradu-
ate level advising. Over the past two 
years, He has authored/coauthored 15 
refereed publications in scientific journals, 
presented 29 invited and contributed talks 
at professional meetings, participated in 
12 research proposals acquiring a total of 
1.7 million dollars in grants and contracts. 
He has also organized the Applied Statis-
tics Seminar series (now in its 25

th
 year) 

and conducted periodic SAS workshops. 
 

Michelle Wiestôs research 
focuses on the statistical 
analysis of metabolic meas-
urements and processes. 
Most of her collaborations in 
this vein have been around 

lipid metabolism and its role in insulin re-
sistance and non-alcoholic fatty liver dis-
ease (NAFLD).  

 

As of September, 2012, Michelleôs been 
working at Murdoch Childrenôs Research 
Institute in Melbourne, Australia. There, 
she provides statistical consultation as a  
senior biostatistician within the Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics Unit. She 
has had the opportunity to collaborate on 
very large clinical trials with some of the 
top medical researchers in Australia. She 
has learned quite a bit about design is-
sues in these types of trials and benefited 

from the knowledge this group has in eve-
rything from design, to data management 
to statistical analysis. This experience has 
highlighted how vital an integrated statisti-
cal support unit is to elevating the vigor of 
scientific research and that a vibrant sta-
tistical research program is fundamental. 

Chris Williams has enjoyed 
teaching a variety of cours-
es in the past few years. He 
has taught Stat 507: Design 
of Experiments, Stat 550: 
Regression Theory, and 

Stat 597: Consulting Practicum (this past 
year), and he also recently taught Stat 
422: Sample Survey Methods, and Stat 
514: Nonparametric Statistics. As usual, 
all of his courses have lecture notes and 
SAS and/or R code available on the web, 
and they can be accessed from his site at: 
www.uidaho.edu/~chrisw .  
 
In Chrisô research he continues to collabo-
rate with researchers from many fields, 
and to develop statistical methods to ad-
dress questions arising from these appli-
cations. He has greatly enjoyed recent 
collaborations with Dr. Sanford 
Eigenbrode, a Professor of Entomology at 
UI and a trio of philosophers, Dr. Michael 
OôRourke, a Professor of Philosophy at UI 
(now at Michigan State), Dr. Stephen 
Crowley, a Professor of Philosophy at Boi-
se State, and Ian OôLoughlin, a Masterôs 
graduate from UI and a Ph.D. candidate in 
Philosophy at Iowa State. This was his 
first collaboration with philosophers and it 
has been quite enjoyable. They have a 
paper soon to appear in the Journal of the 
American Society for Information Science 
and Technology. 
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The Dale Everson 

Statistics Fellowship 

 

 
Friends and colleagues 
of Dr. Dale Everson, 
wishing to recognize his 
association with and 
service to the University 
of Idaho established an 
endowment in his honor 
in 1996. Dale Everson 
was professor of statis-
tics at the University of 
Idaho from 1962 to 
1996 and also served 
as Division Director.  
 
The purpose of this en-
dowment is to provide 
fellowships to students 
enrolled in the Depart-
ment of Statistical Sci-
ence at the University 
of Idaho who achieved 
excellence in academ-
ics. 
 
This yearôs winners are: 
Lucas Tate and 
Edward Flathers 
 
They received a schol-
arship, certificate and 
were honored with a 
luncheon attended by 
Chris Williams, Darlene 
Everson,  and Dale 
Everson. 

Everson Awards  
(left to right) 
Edward Flathers, 
Darlene Everson, 
Dale Everson, and 
Lucas Tate 

http://www.uidaho.edu/~chrisw


Noha Aziz is our newest graduate student  
having joined the department in spring of 
2013.  She is originally from  Saudi Arabia 
where she earned a B.S. in Mathematics. 
 
Crystal Burghardt is an Engineering Out-
reach (EO) student in Boulder, CO.  She 
is currently working for the National Cen-
ter for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, 
CO. 
 

Edward Flathers has a 
B.A. degree in English and 
is pursuing an M.S. in Sta-
tistical Science and a Ph.D. 
in Geographic Information 
Systems.  His research in-

terests focus around data organization 
and spatial statistics.  As a consulting op-
tion student, he spends several hours 
each week assisting other students, facul-
ty, and staff with their statistical anal-
yses.  He will complete his statistics pro-
gram in May 2013 and remain at the Uni-
versity of Idaho to complete his Ph.D. 
 

Sarah Herberger is from 
North Branch, Michigan. 
She has a B.S. degree in 
Biology with a minor in 
Mathematics. Her thesis 
project identifies Coleo-

petera taxa based on their coloration and 
microstructures. The majority of her speci-
mens come from the William Barr Ento-
mology; others are fossils retrieved from 
Clarkia, Idaho. Over the summer of 2013, 
she will work as a research assistant for 
the College Agriculture and Life Sciences. 
Sarah intends to pursue a Ph.D. after 
graduating in May 2014. 
 

Sarah Krug is originally 

from Alaska. She will com-

plete the consulting option 

and is also working on an 

M.S. in Mathematics. 

 

Mike Krumberger is an EO student work-
ing for AMI/ON Semi Conductor in Poca-
tello, ID. 
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Statistics  
Assistance  
Center (SAC) 
 

As a service, the De-

partment of Statistical 

Science offers the Sta-

tistics Assistance Cen-

ter (SAC) to help stu-

dents taking Stat 251, 

301, and 431 (formerly 

401) by providing indi-

vidual tutors on a drop

-in basis.     

The number of stu-

dents we service has 

increased over the 

years, with 1,367 in 

2009/10, 1,418 in 

2010/11, and last year 

in 2011/12 there were 

1,576.  

Renae Shrum is our 

manager and it is 

staffed by our teaching 

assistants, and gradu-

ate/undergraduate 

students. We are lucky 

to have this employ-

ment opportunity avail-

able to our graduate 

students.  

The SAC is currently 

open 40 hours per 

week Monday-Friday 

and located on the first 

floor of the UI Library.  

We requested and 

received an increase 

in student fees for the 

administration of the 

SAC.  This will allow 

us to increase both the 

number of tutors and 

the hours available to 

the increasing enroll-

ments. 

Greg Laughlin is taking 
courses on a part-time ba-
sis through the university's 
(EO) program.   As a senior 
consultant with Deloitte, 
Greg performs audits and 

analysis on a variety of statistical models 
for clients in the financial services indus-
try.   His goal is to apply the knowledge 
acquired in the master's program to the 
numerous challenges found with ad-
vanced statistical methods employed by 
banks and other financial institutions. 
 

Wes McClintockôs back-
ground is in economics. It 
motivates his interest in 
statistics, He enjoys prob-
lem-solving coupled with an 
intuitive understanding that 

makes the problem simple to a lay audi-
ence. Wes finds coding, especially in the 
pursuit of graphical analysis, to be the 
key to the simplification of complex prob-
lems. He focuses a great of his attention 
to furthering his understanding of R.    
 

Andy Newey  is originally 
from St. Helens, OR. He 
received his Bachelorôs de-
gree in math education 
from BYU-Idaho in 2010. 
For two years, he taught 

high school math. Andy has recently 
been selected as an intern at Decagon in 
Pullman, WA. His plan after graduation is 
to work while enrolled in a doctoral pro-
gram, and then live out his days teaching 
at BYU-Hawaii until he retires.  
 

Brian Quigley, from Port-
land, OR.,  received a B.S. 
in Biology from Gonzaga 
University, WA. For his the-
sis, Brian plans to improve 
epidemiological models to 

better predict infection rates in popula-
tions plagued by infectious disease.  His 
goals for M.S. include building a solid 
statistical foundation as a scientist and 
(Students cont. on page 5)  
 
 

Our Graduate Students 



  

(Students cont. from page 4) 
becoming a competitive candidate for doc-
toral programs in biology. 
 

Clinton Smithôs research 
involves helicopters, un-
manned aerial drones and 
salmon with Idaho Power. 
Historically, Idaho Power 
has used helicopters to 

take a census of Chinook Salmon redds 
on the Snake and Clearwater rivers. A 
salmon redd is a small section of the river 
bed that the salmon clear out so that they 
can lay their eggs. Due to recent helicop-
ter crashes in other agencies, Idaho Pow-
er would like to stop using helicopters and 
use unmanned aerial drones. He has 
been working to create a sampling plan 
that will help us estimate the total number 
of Chinook redds on these rivers. 
 
Jerry Riebeek is taking courses through 
our EO program.  He is living and working 
in Pocatello, Idaho. As his capstone in-
ternship, Jerry will be working for the J.R. 
Simplot Co. this summer. He will be our 
first EO graduate fall 2013. 
 

Lucas Tate is originally 
from Kennewick, WA. He 
received a B.S. in Mathe-
matics-Actuarial Science 
Option from the University 
of Idaho in 2010. After grad-

uating, he worked at Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory doing testing on nu-
clear detection equipment for DNDO. He 
is now back at the university to pursue a 
M.S. in Statistical Science with emphasis 
in consulting and expects to graduate in 
May, 2014.  
 

Yuanyang Yu is originally 
from Shaanxi, China.  He 
has a B.S. degree in Pack-
aging Engineering from Bei-
jing Forestry University, 
an M.S. degree in Forest 

Products Business and Management from 
UI, and is working on a second M.S. in 
Statistics.  He is currently job hunting and 
hopes to obtain an exciting position as 
a data analyst or in research.  

(Buzbas cont. from page 1) 

This summer we hope to do the Wonder-
land Trail around Mt. Rainier. We started 
sailing a couple of years ago and are real-
ly enthusiastic to learn more about sailing. 
  
What attracted you to the job in Mos-
cow? 
 
There were several factors that made the 
position at the University of Idaho attrac-
tive for me. I knew Moscow and the Uni-
versity of Idaho, since I received my PhD 
here. I knew the environment in the de-
partment fairly well and I thought I would 
be a good fit. The Institute of Bioinformat-
ics and Evolutionary Studies (IBEST) was 
a positive factor because I work in popula-
tion genetics problems and there are op-
portunities for collaborations in IBEST. 
Since my wife is also a faculty, we had a 
two-body problem in finding jobs. People 
involved in hiring me have worked hard to 
accommodate our situation and I am 
grateful to them for making this happen.   
  
Do you have a favorite professor/
teacher who inspired you? 
 
I was blessed with excellent advisors dur-
ing my Ph.D. and postdoctoral work. My 
Ph.D. advisor was Dr. Paul Joyce at the 
University of Idaho and my postdoctoral 
advisor was Dr. Noah Rosenberg, first at 
University of Michigan, and then at Stan-
ford University. I have learned a lot from 
both of them. Not only how to think clearly, 
but also many other aspects of our profes-
sion and academic life. Among statisti-
cians, I have been influenced by the crys-
tal clear way Dennis Lindley presents 
probabilistic and statistical problems. 
 
What is your philosophy for teaching? 
 
I believe that helping the students to de-
velop statistical thinking skills is the most 
important goal in an undergraduate 
course. If a student can internalize the 
main elements involved in statistical think-
ing, then it usually takes little effort to read 
a book and learn this test or that  
(Buzbas cont. on page 7)    

Our  Tutors in 
Action ð 
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Brian Quigley (left ) tu-
tors a student at the 
SAC 

Wes McClintock (left ) tu-
tors a student at the SAC 

Jessica Herring, one of 
our tutors 


