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Begun with the General Education Steering Committee (August 2010) and reflective of “best practices,” the
University Committee on General Education, University Curriculum Committee, Faculty Senate, and University
Faculty have approved these General Education curriculum requirements. These requirements begin with the
2011-12 Catalog Year (for ISEM 101) and 2012-13 Catalog Year (for ISEM 301, American Diversity, and Senior
Experience). See section J of the General Catalog. This is a curriculum approved through university faculty
governance and is sponsored by all eight baccalaureate-granting colleges.
The result is a UI General Education of a 33-42 credit curriculum (compared with State Board Transfer CORE of
36 credits). It emphasizes a vertical, multi-year, broad liberal education (beginning with the ISEM 101
Integrated Seminars and the other curricula, reiterated with the ISEM 301 Great Issues seminars, and
culminating with the Senior Experience), with both an International and American Diversity component. It is a
curriculum which complements and is integrated with that within a student’s major field of study.
We know the job descriptions of 1/3 of all first-year students have yet to be written. In our rapidly-changing
world, students need the ability to understand how knowledge is generated and created, and are able to adapt
to the new knowledge and opportunities as they arise, as well as have the ability to effectively communicate
and collaborate with increasing diverse communities and ways of knowing. Students are prepared to use
multiple and interdisciplinary strategies, in an integrative manner, to explore and address real-world issues
and challenges. A General Education helps instill in students the personal and civic responsibilities of good
citizenship. The General Education curriculum seeks to retain students in college, as well as prepare
graduates as adaptive, life-long learners.
The First-Year class of 1,598 students (2012-13) is currently moving through this new curriculum. We estimate
a First-Year class of at least 1,800 for 2013-14.
1) General Education Requirements – for a total of 15-17 credits. Students take:
a) Communication courses (sections J-3-a of General Catalog). Sponsored by the College of Letters, Arts and
Social Sciences, students take English 102 and one additional communication course for 5 credits.
b) Natural and Applied Sciences courses (sections J-3-b of General Catalog). Sponsored by the College of
Science, students select two science courses and labs, or an Integrated Science (CORS) course and one
additional science course with a lab for 7-8 credits.
c) Math, Statistics or Computer Science course (sections J-3-c of General Catalog). Sponsored by the College
of Science, students take for 3-4 credits.
2) General Core Studies (J-3-d of General Catalog) – Students must complete three different disciplines from
the Humanities, Social Science, International and American Diversity approved lists, for a total of at least 18
credits, and up to 25 credits. The interdisciplinary ISEM 101 and 301 seminars do not count toward the three
disciplines. Students take:
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a) ISEM 101 Integrated Seminar (for 3 credits) Sponsored by the College of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences,
these seminars are taken during the Fall or Spring semester of student’s first year. It is recommended that
students take an introductory course in the major in the semester he/she is not taking ISEM 101. This is a
critical foundational seminar that prepares students and bridges them into their integrated four-year
curriculum of General Education /Major Field of study. First Assessment Point.
ISEM 101’s emphasizes a seminar format, with an integration of humanities and social science
multiple-disciplinarity, focusing on diversity and community studies, anchored to the University/ISEM
101 Learning Outcomes. They include the Common Read and the Runstad Lecture, often the author
of the Common Read.
b) Two Humanities courses (for 6 credits) Current list of 33 course options.
c) Two Social Sciences courses (for 6 credits). Current list of 28 course options.
d) An International course or experience (for 1-4 credits). Current list of 129 course options, or study aboard
option.
e) An American Diversity course (for 3 credits). Current list of 53 course options.
f) ISEM 301 Great Issues Seminar (for 1 credit). Sponsored by the Colleges of Agriculture/Life Sciences,
Art/Architecture, Business/Economics, Education, Engineering, and Natural Resources, these seminars are
linked to campus-wide events and performances (“signature events” and other events of education relevance)
and offered throughout the year. To enroll, students need 26 credits and ENLG 102.
These seminars emphasize a seminar format, integration/multiple-disciplinarity, with a focus on a
campus-wide event of significance, and the University Learning Outcomes.
They will begin to be offered on a regular basis by Spring semester 2014.

Second Assessment Point.

g) A Senior Experience (course, internship, performance, seminar, student teaching, etc.). Sponsored by all
colleges, this upper division (300, 400) level “experience” is typically offered through the student’s academic
major.
These “experiences” integrate the University Learning Outcomes with the student’s discipline.
Currently includes a list of 20 options, with more options being approved each semester.
All will be offered on a regular basis by Fall semester 2015, if not sooner.

Third Assessment Point.
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