MFA Kudos

May 3, 2012


Two Pushcart Prize nominations
Nine books

Faculty 

Kim Barnes’ new novel, In the Kingdom of Men, will be released on May 22nd, and has already garnered two starred reviews, one in Publishers Weekly and another in Booklist. The magazine, Real Simple will highlight Kim’s novel in its June issue, the novel being included as one of "Seven Addictive Summer Novels." 
Kim’s essay, “What Mad Men Means to Me,” was published in the Wall Street Journal. Finally, Kim and poet, Robert Wrigley will be included in the forthcoming West of 98: Living and Writing the New American West. The anthology of essays and poetry features more than 60 western writers, and is edited by Lynn Stegner and Russell Rowland. 
Robert Wrigley has two books forthcoming in 2013. Bloodaxe Books will release The Church of Omnivorous Light: Poems Selected and New, while Penguin will publish Anatomy of Melancholy & Other Poems. Additionally, Robert’s poem, “Religion” will be included in the forthcoming The Best of the Best American Poetry: 1988–2012, which Scribner will publish in 2013 to celebrate the twenty-five years of the series. The editor for this book was the great American poet, Robert Pinsky. 
Daniel Orozco’s Orientation will be released in paperback on May 22nd. It continues to draw much praise, including this article in The Millions. 

Ron McFarland’s latest book of poems, Subtle Thieves, was published by Pecan Grove Press. 

Alexandra Teague has received a University of Idaho Seed Grant to conduct research in San Jose, CA in support of her in-progress poetry manuscript. Poems from the manuscript will be published this summer in Prairie Schooner, Gulf Coast, and Willow Springs. Alexandra also has poems appearing in this spring’s New California Writing Anthology, published by Heyday Books.
Brandon Schrand’s essay, "Esto Perpetua," can be found in the current issue of Ecotone.
Dan Berkner’s poem, “The Whole Deaf World,” appeared in the fall 2011 issue of the Los Angeles Review.
Doug Heckman’s story, “Shadow Line,” is forthcoming in The Rio Grande Review.
David Thacker has poems forthcoming in Subtropics, Salamander, The Cortland Review, and The Hampden-Sydney Poetry Review. 
Bethany Maile has picked up a Pushcart Prize nomination for her essay, "The Wild Ones," which originally appeared in River Teeth. Additionally, her essay, "Ladies' Night at the Shooting Range," won a Glenna Luschei Prize. Finally, Maile’s essay, "True Grit, Country Strong, and Other Lies: A Taxonomy of Western Women" is forthcoming in The Normal School. 

Students

Michael Benedict’s (fiction ’13) story, "Film," was published in P. Q. Leer. 
Sandi Day (poetry ’13) will have two poems included in the anthology, Women Write Resistance: Poets Resist Gender Violence, published by Blue Light Press. 
Sonya Dunning’s (non-fiction ’13) essay, “For(e)closure” has been nominated for a Pushcart Prize. Dunning also has an essay forthcoming in Yes!  Finally, Sonya has been selected as the non-fiction editor for 5X5. 
Loren Landrus (fiction ’13) has been awarded the 2012-2013 University of Idaho Hemingway Fellowship. 
Jory Mickelson (poetry ’13) has a poem in A Face to Meet the Faces: An Anthology of Contemporary Persona Poetry, published by University of Akron Press. 
Tom Pamperin’s (non-fiction ’14) profile, "Suitability for Purpose: John Welsford and the Art and Science of Boat Design," was published in the March/April issue of WoodenBoat, while his essay, "Jagular's Wild Ride," was published in Small Craft Advisor Magazine. Tom’s web-log of his trip down the Grand Canyon reached over 19,000 readers on Duckworks Magazine. 
Amy Ross (fiction ’12) had a review of Steve Almond’s recent Moscow, ID reading published in The Millions.
Shawn Rubenfeld (fiction ’14) has three poems in the forthcoming anthology, Kentucky: Poets of Place. Rubenfeld also presented a lecture, "Discovering Place: Elizabeth Madox Roberts and Carol Ryrie Brink" for the Elizabeth Madox Roberts Society.
Cara Stoddard’s (non-fiction ’13) essay, “Lake People,” is forthcoming in The Gettysburg Review.

Alumni
Ben George (fiction ‘05) is the editor of North Carolina-based Lookout Books. One of the press’ recent wins includes the latest Edith Pearlman collection, Binocular Vision, which has won a plethora of awards, including the National Book Critics Circle Award. Check out this article about Lookout’s early success.
Paula Coomer’s (’99) latest publication is a book of poetry, Nurses Who Love English, which is due out this fall from Stephen F. Austin University Press. This will be Paula’s fourth book; in addition to poetry, she’s also published a critically acclaimed novel, Dove Creek.  
Jen Hirt (non-fiction ‘04) has accepted an assistant professor position at Penn State Harrisburg.
Nate Lowe’s (non-fiction ’05) essay, “Shed,” has been published in Blood Orange Review. Lakeland College Magazine, an alumni publication wrote a faculty profile on him in its summer 2011 issue. This spring Lowe joined a painter and a pianist in a collaborative performance at the Creative Arts Division MOSAIC Concert.  
Jerry Mathes (fiction ’08) has two books forthcoming. His essay collection, Fever and Guts: a Symphony, will be published by SFASU Press next fall. Then, in March 2013, his memoir, Ahead of the Flaming Front, about his experiences fighting wildfire, will be published by Caxton Press. Finally, Jerry’s poem, “Little Venus,” will be in the 29th anniversary edition of the Suisun Valley Review.
Tiffany Midge (poetry ‘08) has a poem included in A Face to Meet the Faces: An Anthology of Contemporary Persona Poetry.
Sean Prentiss (non-fiction ‘05) has accepted a position at Norwich University as head teacher for poetry and non-fiction writing. He has non-fiction essays has been published or is forthcoming in Brevity, Blueline, 3 Truths (and a Lie), Fugue, and Sou’wester. His poetry has been published or is forthcoming in Broadsided, Flyway, The Meadow, Conversations Across Borders, The Spoon River Poetry Review, and Cider Press Review. Recent awards and honors include The Center for Environmental Studies’ Environmental Writer-in-Residence at Western State College, the Fugue Non-fiction Literary Award, the 2011 San Juan National Forest Artist-in-Residence, the Albert J. Colton Fellowship for Projects of National or International Scope from the Utah Humanities Council, and a Colorado Humanities Research Grant. Sean and fellow University of Idaho MFA alum, Joe Wilkins (poetry ’07) are the editors of The Far Edges of the Fourth Genre, forthcoming from Michigan State University Press. 
Chelsea Rice (non-fiction ‘11) will have her essay, “"Tough Enough to Float,” published in The Los Angeles Review. 
Eric Wahl (fiction ‘01) was the subject of a Seattle Times’ article about his job at the University of Washington’s Surplus Store. 
Joe Wilkins’ (poetry ’07) essay, “Eleven Kinds of Sky,” was recently published in Orion. Joe’s book of poetry, Killing the Murnion Dogs, was a finalist for the 2012 Paterson Poetry Prize.
Pamela Yenser (poetry ‘03) has several new poems in Adobe Walls, and was recently a featured poet on Connotation Press: an Online Artifact. Three of her serial haikus are forthcoming at 200 New Mexico Poems.

Journal
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fugue literary journal was recently featured in The Writers’ Chronicle as a journal “worth checking out.” The article highlighted the journal’s successes, as well its upcoming contest. This is a major win for Fugue, as the Chronicle is a top-tier publication for writers. 





