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UNIT OBJECTIVE

After completion of this unit, students should be able to describe the primary agencies involved with agriculture and the major services they provide.  Students should also be able to describe how to obtain those services.  This knowledge will be demonstrated by completion of an assignment sheet and unit test with a minimum of 85 percent accuracy.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES AND COMPETENCIES

After completion of this unit, the student should be able to:

1.
Match terms associated with the role of agencies in agriculture to their correct definitions.

2.
List the three primary state agencies involved with Idaho agriculture.

3.
List four major objectives of the United States Department of Agriculture.

4.
List four methods used by the government to support prices.

5.
Match major agricultural agencies to their primary purpose.

6.
Select services provided by the Agricultural Marketing Service.

7.
Match the primary types of Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service programs to their descriptions.

8.
Describe two primary services provided by the Soil Conservation Service.

9.
Select characteristics of the soil conservation districts.

10.
List the four primary government agencies involved with agricultural credit.

11.
Describe the Farm Credit System and the organizations that are part of it.

12.
Describe three services provided by the Cooperative Extension Service.

13.
Describe the three services provided by the Analytical Services Lab.

14.
Describe the creation, purpose and funding of agricultural commodity commissions.

15.
Construct a chart of agencies in the local area including the services they provide.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

I.
Suggested activities for the instructor

A.
Make transparencies and necessary copies of materials.

B.
Provide students with objectives and discuss.

C.
Provide students with information and assignment sheets and discuss.

D.
Arrange for a field trip to the local SCS, ASCS and FmHA offices or the State Department of Agriculture in Boise.

E.
Invite a representative from a local farm organization to speak to the class.

F.
Write for information on commodity commissions and the USDA.

G.
Have students watch for advertisements of programs provided for farmers and agribusiness people.

H.
Invite a county agent to talk about services extension can provide.

I.
Send a soil sample to the Analytical Services Lab to be tested.

(Note:  Soil containers and instructions can be obtained from the local county extension agent.  The address for the lab is:  Analytical Services Lab, College of Agriculture, Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 83843.)

J.
Review and give test.

K.
Reteach and retest if necessary.

II.
Instructional materials

A.
Objective sheet

B.
Suggested activities

C.
Information sheet

D.
Transparency masters

1.
TM 1--Functions of the CCC

2.
TM 2--Objectives of the U.S. Forest Service

3.
TM 3--Objectives of FmHA

4.
TM 4--ASCS Programs

E.
Handout

1.
HO 1--SCS Sample Conservation Plan

2.
HO 2--SCS Sample Conservation Plan

3.
HO 3--Full Data Listing

4.
HO 4--Full Data Listing

5.
HO 5--Conservation Plan Map

F.
Assignment sheet

1.
AS 1--Construct a Chart of Agencies in the Local Area Including the Services They Provide

G.
Test

H.
Answers to test

III.
Unit references

A.
Assorted pamphlets from the United States Department of Agriculture.

B.
Farm Management Guide, 17th edition, Doane Information Services, St. Louis, Missouri, 1989.

C.
Hoag, W. Gifford, The Farm Credit System, Agri Business Publications, Danville, Illinois, 1978.

D.
Idaho Annual Report, 1980 ASCS Programs, USDA, ASCS, April 1980.

E.
Idaho Wheat:  At Home Around the World, Idaho State Wheat Growers 
Association and the Idaho Wheat Commission.

F.
Steward, Jim and Jobes, Raleigh, Farm and Ranch Business Management, Deere and Company Service Training Department, Moline, Illinois, 1987.

G.
The Story of the Dry Pea and Lentil Industry, Washington and Idaho Dry Pea and Lentil Commission, Moscow, Idaho.

H.
United State Government Manual, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Service Administration, 1981-1982.

I.
Wood, Greg, Ag Executive Business Manager, Doane Information Services, St. Louis, Missouri, 1988.
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INFORMATION SHEET

I.
Terms and definitions

A.
USDA--United States Department of Agriculture

B.
SCS--Soil Conservation Service

C.
ASCS--Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service

D.
CCC--Commodity Credit Corporation

E.
FmHA--Farmers Home Administration

F.
PCA--Production Credit Association

G.
FLBA--Federal Land Bank Association

H.
Loan guarantee--A promise provided to a lender that the loan will be paid by the agency if the borrower does not pay back the loan

I.
Commodity--Product having a value

Example:  Wheat, milk, meat

J.
Standardization--Bringing under a uniform set of rules or guidelines

K.
Quarantine--Isolation of diseased animals

L.
Stabilize--To make resistant to sudden change or decline

M.
Technical assistance--Help provided to solve a particular problem or to accomplish a particular task

N.
Cost-share--Refers to money provided by an agency for some cause on the condition that the person or entity receiving the money pays part of the cost

O.
Drought--Period of extreme lack of water

P.
Mortgage--Letting a creditor have title to property as security for a loan

II.
Primary state agencies affecting agriculture

(Note:  Many federal agencies have state offices and the majority of agricultural programs are carried out through cooperation between state and federal agencies.)

A.
Idaho State Department of Agriculture

B.
Idaho Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

C.
Idaho State Soil Conservation Commission

III.
Major objectives of the USDA

A.
Maintain and improve farm income

B.
Expand agricultural markets

C.
Curb hunger and poverty

D.
Protect productive land and improve the environment

IV.
Methods used by the government to support prices

A.
Loan guarantee

B.
Loan

C.
Purchase of the commodity

D.
Direct payment

V.
Agricultural agencies

A.
Rural Electrification Administration--Finances rural electric and telephone facilities

B.
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service--Conducts programs to protect and improve animal and plant health

Examples:
Quarantines; Inspection of imported and transported animals; Pest and disease control

C.
Federal Grain Inspection Service--Establishes and administers standards for grain inspection

D.
Food Safety and Quality--Provides inspection of agricultural products and processing to insure that safe and wholesome foods reach the consumer

E.
Commodity Credit Corporation--Provides funds through loans, payments and direct purchasing to stabilize farm commodity prices  (Transparency 1)

F.
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation--Makes insurance available for certain designated crops against unavoidable losses

G.
Science and Education Administration--Provides funds for research and helps distribute information through the Cooperative Extension Service and agricultural publications

H.
Forest Service--Manages national forests to protect natural resources while balancing the needs of recreation and industry  (Transparency 2)

I.
Occupational Safety and Health Administration--Develops and enforces safety regulations for workers

J.
Environmental Protection Agency--Administers programs to control air and water pollution

(Note:  This agency is currently cooperating with the Division of the Environment of the Idaho State Department of Health and Welfare to control water pollution caused by soil erosion, livestock waste and fertilizer runoff.)

K.
Farm Credit Administration--Supervises activities of the Farm Credit System which provides credit to agribusinesses

(Note:  The Farm Credit System includes the Intermediate Credit Banks, which make loans to local Production Credit Associations, the Federal Land Banks and the Banks for Cooperatives.)

L.
Small Business Administration--Provides loans, loan guarantees and management assistance to small businesses which could include farm and other agribusinesses

M.
Farmers Home Administration (FmHA)--Provides closely supervised agricultural loans, loan guarantees and technical assistance to credit worthy agribusinesses that cannot obtain credit elsewhere; loans must be retired when it is feasible to do so  (Transparency 3)

N.
Idaho Crop and Livestock Reporting Service--Collects and publishes information on Idaho agricultural production

(Note:  Idaho has four crop reporting districts from which information is collected.)

VI.
Agricultural Marketing Service

A.
Provides information on marketing conditions

B.
Provides grading and standardization services

Example:  Yield or quality grading for beef

C.
Regulates marketing practices to insure fairness

Example:  Requiring an honest and complete seed label

D.
Administers marketing orders and agreements

Example:  Minimum prices distributors are required to pay producers for milk

E.
"Copyrights" new plant varieties

VII.
ASCS programs  (Transparency 4)

(Note:  ASCS is administered by a committee of farmers and by a county executive director who is responsible to the committee.  The farmers are elected each year through an election held by mail.)

A.
Agricultural Conservation Program--A cooperative endeavor by farmers, ranchers, government agencies and other groups to solve soil, water and related resource problems through cost-sharing and exchange of technical expertise

B.
Emergency Conservation Program--Provides emergency funds for sharing with farmers and ranchers the cost of restoring to productive use farmland seriously damaged by natural disasters, and for carrying out emergency water conservation measures during periods of severe drought

C.
Rural Clean Water Program--Provides long-term financial and technical assistance to prevent or reduce the amount of sediment, chemicals, livestock wastes and other agricultural pollutants from entering streams and lakes

D.
Forestry Incentives Program--Provides cost-share funds for tree planting and timber stand improvement with private forest landowners who often cannot afford to make the long-term investment required to develop their woodlands

E.
Water Bank Program--Provides annual payments to landowners for conserving and protecting wetlands from drainage, filling or other practices which may destroy the character of the wetland

F.
Community programs

1.
Designed to improve the economic stability of agriculture and to help farmers adjust production to meet demand by providing assistance through price support loans and purchases, payments and related acreage reductions and diversions

2.
Commodity stabilization programs are administered for wheat, corn , grain sorghum, barley, oats, rye, soybeans, rice, tobacco, peanuts, milk, cotton, wool, mohair, sugar and honey

3.
Commodity Credit Corporation loans allow farmers to use stored crop as collateral; farmers have the option of paying off the loan and marketing the commodity or simply forfeiting the commodity to the government to discharge the loan obligation in full

4.
Farmer-Owned Grain Reserve--Provides farmers with the opportunity to extend the crop loan for wheat and feed grains for longer periods; storage payments are made for the grain

5.
Deficiency Payment Program--Provides a direct payment based on the difference between a target price set by law and the higher of either the loan rate or the national average market price; for wheat, feed grains, rice and cotton

6.
Incentive payments to sheep producers--Provides price support for shorn wool and mohair and for the sale of unshorn lambs; encourages producers to improve the marketing and quality of wool and mohair by providing a higher payment to producers who get a higher market price

7.
Dairy Price Support Program--The CCC helps to maintain market prices at the legislated support level by buying surplus butter, cheese and nonfat dry milk from processors at announced prices

G.
Emergency Feed Program--Provides cost-share funds or feed grains to livestock producers who have lost feeds because of a natural disaster

VIII.
Service provided by the Soil Conservation Service  (Handout #1)

A.
Collects information for the publication of soil maps

B.
Develops soil conservation plans with and for farmers, including a map and recommended practices

C.
Provides soil information for engineering purposes

D.
Monitors cost-share programs for ASCS

IX.
Soil conservation district

(Note:  The SCS only provides assistance to those areas that have formed a soil conservation district.)

A.
Created by a majority vote of the landowners in an area

B.
Administered by local, elected supervisors who serve without pay

C.
Coordinates a program of soil and water conservation in an area

D.
Has the authority to obtain help from the SCS and other state and federal agencies involved in conservation

X.
Primary agencies involved with agricultural credit

A.
Farmers Home Administration

B.
Commodity Credit Corporation

C.
Small Business Administration

D.
Farm Credit Administration

(Note:  This agency was started with federal funds, but has since paid back that money and operates with money generated from the loans obtained by the members of the Farm Credit System.)

XI.
Farm Credit System

A.
User owned cooperatives designed to provide credit to agriculture

B.
Organized into twelve credit districts supervised by an independent federal agency

C.
Components

1.
Federal Land Banks--Provide credit to the local Land Bank associations

2.
Federal Intermediate Credit Banks--Provide loan funds to local Production Credit associations

3.
Banks for Cooperatives--Provide credit to agricultural cooperatives

4.
Production Credit associations--Provide short and intermediate-term credit to farmers

(Note:  Intermediate term credit is usually up to seven years.)

5.
Federal Land Bank associations--Provide agricultural credit for long-term first-mortgage loans

XII.
Cooperative Extension Service

A.
Provides educational assistance through publications and county agents

B.
Provides information on current research developments

C.
Provides technical assistance to farmers

D.
Provides youth development activities through 4-H

XIII.
Analytical Services Lab

A.
Provides a soil testing service through the county extension agents

B.
Provides a testing service for run-off water quality

C.
Provides a testing service for nutrient content of plant samples

(Note:  The primary service provided is soil testing.  Sample containers and instructions for taking samples can be obtained from the county extension agent.)

XIV.
Agricultural commodity commissions

A.
Created by state law to act as an advocate for a particular commodity, particularly in expanding markets and promoting research

B.
Funded by a tax on the commodity

C. 
Idaho commissions exist for beans, dairy products, peas and lentils, wheat, barley and potatoes

(Note:  There are also many grower associations and other state agricultural associations that are involved in promoting and improving Idaho agriculture.)
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328--Conservation Cropping Sequence
CONSERVATION CROPPING
SEQUENCE: FIVE YEAR
ROTATION Low residue crops will be
limited to 40% of the rotation
(example: winter wheat/barley/peas/
winter wheat/ASCS set-aside). Low
residue crops will not be grown 2 years
in a row. This rotation provides
adequate surface residue and organic
matter for optimum erosion control,
water intake and soil tilth.

329--Conservation Tillage System
TILLAGE SYSTEM: A minimum-tillage
system will be applied. Conventional
equipment may be used in such a manner
that adequate residue is maintained on
the soil surface.

This includes such practices as uphill (or
trashy) plowing high residue crops; a
cultivate /shank fertilizer /seed combina-
tion on low residue crops; and replacing
some tillage operations with herbicides.

330--Contour Farming

CONTOUR FARMING: Tillage and
seeding operations will be done across
slope as close to the contour as practical.

*The application and maintenance of this conservation practice is required for compliance with the
Food Security Act of 1985.
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344--Crop Residue Use
CONSERVATION TILLAGE/CROP
RESIDUE USE: At least 600 Ibs of
residue will be left on the soil surface
after seeding spring crops; a minimum of
1600 Ibs of residue will be present after
the last operation in the fall. Summer
fallow (ACR) will have Iess than 100 Ibs
of residue, standing stubble, permanent
vegetation or an approved cover crop.

Pasture

328--Conservation Cropping Sequence
CONSERVATION CROPPING
SEQUENCE: PERENNIAL
VEGETATIVE COVER--Grass or a
combination of grass and legumes will be
established and maintained according to
specifications. Hay, pasture or grass seed
are the principal uses. Stands may be
renovated periodically with 2-3 years of
cropping. This level of protection will
provide for erosion control, optimum
water intake, soil tilth.

Food Security Act of 1985.

*The application and maintenance of this conservation practice is required for compliance with the
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ASSIGNMENT SHEET #1--CONSTRUCT A CHART OF AGENCIES IN THE LOCAL AREA

INCLUDING THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE

Name

Score


Many services provided are similar throughout Idaho, but individual localities may have variations due to differences in the type of agriculture, size of community, geographic location and ownership of land.

Do some research about the services provided by agencies in your local area and complete the chart below.

Agency  

Location  


Types of service provided 


How to obtain services (reports necessary, etc.) 


Agency  

Location  


Types of service provided 


How to obtain services (reports necessary, etc.) 


Agency  

Location  


Types of service provided 


How to obtain services (reports necessary, etc.) 


Agency  

Location  


Types of service provided 


How to obtain services (reports necessary, etc.) 


Agency  

Location  


Types of service provided 


How to obtain services (reports necessary, etc.) 
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UNIT TEST

Name

Score


1. Match the terms on the right to their correct definitions.  Write the correct numbers in the 
blanks provided.

_____a.
To make resistant to sudden change or decline
1.
Drought

_____b.
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service
2.
Standardization

_____c.
Isolation of diseased animals
3.
Cost-share

_____d.
Production Credit Association
4.
Quarantine

_____e.
Help provided to solve a particular problem or to
5.
Technical assistance

accomplish a particular task

6.
Commodity

_____f.
Soil Conservation Service

7.
ASCS

_____g.
Bringing under a uniform set of rules or guidelines

8.
FmHA

_____h.
Product having a value

9.
Stabilize

_____i.
Period of extreme lack of water

10.
FLBA

_____j.
Commodity Credit Corporation

11.
Mortgage

_____k.
United States Department of Agriculture

12.
USDA

_____l.
Federal Land Bank Association

13.
CCC

_____m.
Letting a creditor have title to property

as security for a loan
14.
PCA

_____n.
A promise provided to a lender that the loan will be
15.
Loan guarantee

paid by the agency if the borrower does not pay back

the loan
16.
SCS

_____o.
Refers to money provided by an agency for some cause

on the condition that the person or entity receiving

the money pays part of the cost

_____p.
Farmers Home Administration

2.
List the three primary state agencies involved with Idaho agriculture.

a. 


b. 


c. 


3.
List four major objectives of the United States Department of Agriculture.

a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


4.
List four methods used by the government to support prices.

a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


5.
Match the major agricultural agencies on the right to their primary purpose.  Write the correct number in the blank.

(Note:  This question continues on the next page.)

_____a.
Develops and enforces safety regulations for workers
1.
Idaho Crop and

Livestock Reporting

_____b.
Conducts programs to protect and improve animal 
Service

and plant health


2.
Animal and Plant

_____c.
Provides closely supervised agricultural loans, loan
Health Inspection

guarantees and technical assistance to credit worthy
Service

agribusinesses that cannot obtain credit elsewhere;

loans must be retired when it is feasible to do so
3.
Environmental

Protection Agency

_____d.
Provides funds for research and helps distribute

information through the Cooperative Extension 
4.
Food Safety and 

Service and agricultural publications
Quality

_____e.
Supervises activities of the Farm Credit System
5.
Farm Credit

which provides credit to agribusinesses
Administration

_____f.
Establishes and administers standards for grain 
6.
Federal Crop 

inspection
Insurance

Corporation

_____g.
Manages national forests to protect natural resources 

while balancing the needs of recreation and industry

_____h.
Provides inspection of agricultural products and 
7.
Small Business

processing to insure that safe and wholesome foods 
Administration

reach the consumer

8.
Farmers Home

_____i.
Administers programs to control air and water 
Administration

pollution

9.
Rural Electrification

____j.
Collects and publishes information on Idaho 
Administration

agricultural production

10.
Science/Education

_____k.
Finances rural electric and telephone facilities
Administration

_____l.
Provides funds through loans, payments and direct
11.
Commodity Credit

purchasing to stabilize farm commodity prices
Corporation

_____m.
Provides loans, loan guarantees and management
12.
Federal Grain 

assistance to small businesses which could include
Inspection Service

farms and other agribusinesses

13.
Occupational Safety

_____n.
Makes insurance available for certain designated crops
and Health Admin.

against unavoidable losses


14.
Forest Service

6.
Select the services provided by the Agricultural Marketing Service from the list below.  Write an "X" in the blank before each correct answer.

_____a.
Administers marketing orders and agreements

_____b.
Provides information on marketing conditions

_____c.
"Copyrights" new plant varieties

_____d.
Regulates marketing practices to insure fairness

_____e.
Regulates rail transportation of agricultural products

_____f.
Supplies money to farmers under poor marketing conditions

_____g.
Operates a futures market for agricultural products

7.
Match the primary types of Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service programs on the right to their descriptions.  Write the correct number in the blank provided.

_____a.
Maintains market prices at the legislated support level 
1.
Agricultural

by buying surplus butter, cheese and nonfat dry milk
Conservation

from processors at announced prices
Program

_____b.
Provides emergency funds for sharing with farmers and
2.
Emergency

ranchers the cost of restoring to productive use farmland
Conservation

seriously damaged by natural disasters
Program

_____c.
Provides annual payments to landowners for conserving 
3.
Rural Clean Water

and protecting wetlands from drainage, filling or other
Program

practices which may destroy the character of the wetland

4.
Forestry Incentives

_____d.
Provides farmers with the opportunity to extend the crop
Program

loan for wheat and feed grains for longer periods

5.
Water Bank

_____e.
Provides a direct payment based on the difference 
Program


between a target price set by law and the higher of 

either the loan rate or the national average market price
6.
Commodity

Programs

_____f.
Provides long-term financial and technical assistance

to prevent or reduce the amount of sediment and 
7.
Farmer-Owned

pollutants from entering streams and lakes
Grain Reserve

_____g.
Improve the economic stability of agriculture and helps
8.
Deficiency

farmers adjust production to meet demand by providing 
Payment Program

assistance through price support loans and purchases,

payments and related acreage reductions and diversions
9.
Incentive Payments

to Sheep Producers

____h.
Provides cost-share funds or feed grains to livestock

producers who have lost feeds because of a natural 
10.
Dairy Price

disaster
Support Program

_____i.
Provides price support and encourages producers to 
11.
Emergency Feed

improve the marketing and quality wool and mohair by 
Program

providing a higher payment to producers who get 

a higher market price

_____j.
Provides cost-share funds for tree planting and timber

stand improvement with private forest landowners who

often cannot afford to make the long-term investment

required to develop their woodlands

_____k.
A cooperative endeavor by farmers, ranchers, government

agencies and other groups to solve soil, water and related

resource problems through cost-sharing and exchange of

technical expertise

8.
Describe two services provided by the Soil Conservation Service.

a. 


b. 


9.
Select characteristics of a soil conservation district from the list below.  Write an "X" in the blank before each correct answer.

_____a.
Has the authority to obtain help from the SCS and other state and federal agencies involved in conservation

_____b.
Membership fees for the district depend on the amount of land owned

_____c.
Coordinates a program of soil and water conservation in an area

_____d.
All landowners are required to participate in the district

_____e.
Districts are determined by the secretary of agriculture

_____f.
Administered by local, elected supervisors who serve without pay

_____g.
Created by a majority vote of the landowners in an area

10.
List the four primary government agencies involved in agricultural credit.

a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


11.
Describe the Farm Credit System and the organizations that are a part of it as indicated below.

a. Overall description 


b. How organized 


c. Federal Land Banks 


d. Federal Intermediate Credit Banks 


e. Banks for Cooperatives 


f. Production Credit Association 


g. Federal Land Bank Association 


12.
Describe three services provided by the Cooperative Extension Service.

a. 


b. 


c. 


13.
Describe the three services provided by the Analytical Services Lab.

a. 


b. 


c. 


14.
Describe the creation, purpose and funding of agricultural commodity commissions.
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1.
a.
9
e.
5
i.
1
m.
11

b.
7
f.
16
j.
13
n.
15

c.
4
g.
2
k.
12
o.
3

d.
14
h.
6
l.
10
p.
8

2.
Idaho State Department of Agriculture; Idaho Crop and Livestock Reporting Service; Idaho State Soil Conservation Commission

3.
Maintain and improve farm income; Expand agricultural markets; Curb hunger and poverty; Protect productive land and improve the environment

4.
Loan guarantee; Loan; Purchase of the commodity; Direct payment

5.
a.
13
e.
5
i.
3
m.
7

b.
2
f.
12
j.
1
n.
6

c.
8
g.
14
k.
9


d.
10
h.
4
l.
11


6.
a, b, c, d

7.
a.
10
e.
8
i.
9

b.
2
f.
3
j.
4

c.
5
g.
6
k.
1

d.
7
h.
11

8.
Answer should include two of the following:

Collects information for the publication of soil maps; Develops soil conservation plans with and for farmers, including a map and recommended practices; Provides soil information for engineering purposes; Monitors cost-share programs for ASCS

9.
a, c, f, g

10.
Farmers Home Administration; Commodity Credit Corporation; Small Business Administration; Farm Credit Administration

11.
a.
User owned cooperatives designed to provide credit to agriculture

b.
Organized into twelve credit districts supervised by an independent federal agency

c.
Provide credit to the local land bank associations

d.
Provide loan funds to local Production Credit Associations

e.
Provide credit to agricultural cooperatives

f.
Provide short and intermediate-term credit to farmers

g.
Provide agricultural credit for long-term, first-mortgage loans

12.
Answer should include three of the following:

Provides educational assistance through publications and county agents; Provides information on current research developments; Provides technical assistance to farmers; Provides youth development activities through 4-H

13.
Provides a soil testing service through the county extension agents; Provides a testing service for run-off water quality; Provides a testing service for nutrient content of plant samples

14.
Created by state law to act as an advocate for a particular commodity, particularly in expanding markets and promoting research; Funded by a tax on the commodity
