
Jack Nisbet - Spokane-based teacher and 
naturalist to present: 

“David Douglas, Inside and Out”  
Over the course of a decade in the 1820s and 30s, Scottish naturalist David Douglas tirelessly collected 
flora and fauna in the western hemisphere. In 1828-29, he just as tirelessly worked with Great Britain’s 
leading scientists to describe and classify his specimens. This presentation will compare Douglas’ 
performances in the field, in the laboratory and in the lecture hall. 
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*Jack Nisbet is the author of Purple Flat Top; Singing Grass, Burning Sage; Visible Bones; and two books 
about fur trader David Thompson: Sources of the River and The Mapmaker’s Eye. His current project, The 
Collector: David Douglas and the Natural History of the Northwest explores the interactions of this early 
Scottish naturalist with the landscape and culture of our region. For more information, visit 
www.jacknisbet.com. 
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