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State Fair 

 

The Situation 
The Eastern Idaho State Fair (EISF) is a major event 
in southeastern Idaho, attracting over 200,000 fair 
visitors in eight days each September. The 
University of Idaho has a large presence at the EISF 
because of the many 4-H events that are integral to 
the fair. 
 

Our Response 
University of Idaho Extension educators and county 
staff work together as equal partners to plan and 
implement many events and activities at the EISF 
each year. This allows team building that would not 
be possible without such a regional event. 
Camaraderie, cohesion and collaboration develop as 
district personnel communicate with and assist each 
other in the events and activities.  
 
Over 2,300 hours are spent each year planning and 
conducting 4-H shows and contests. 
 

Contributors Number Hours 
Faculty 25 1,000 
Staff 26 800 
Volunteers 25 500 
Total 76 2,300 
 
Because of this effort, many of the fair visitors 
observe 4-H in action and become interested in the 
program. 4-H livestock shows, demonstration 
contests, and other events allow fairgoers to learn 
about the program and its impacts in an informal 
setting.  

Because of a nearly 100-year involvement, the 
University of Idaho Extension is expected to be the 
organization responsible for planning, organizing, 
and conducting the significant 4-H portion of the 
Eastern Idaho State Fair. Without University of 
Idaho involvement, the fair would undoubtedly have 
a different look and feel. 
 

Program Outcomes 
The following table indicates the number of 4-H 
members participating and the number of 4-H 
projects exhibited at EISF in 2005. The premium 
money is provided by the EISF Board. 
 

Area Members Projects Premiums
Miscellaneous/ 
Home 
Economics 

2,231 3,476 $6,952.00

Livestock/ 
Animal 

792 1,085 $2,194.75

EISF Awards --- --- $405.00
Total 3,023 4,561 $9,551.75
 
Community sponsors provide additional money for 
many 4-H shows and events at EISF as shown in the 
following table.  
 

EISF Event Dollars to 4-H Members 
Miscellaneous/ 
Home Economics 

$300

Livestock/Animal $62,330
Total $62,630
 



 

Not only do 4-H members receive money for 
participating in EISF, they also gain valuable 
knowledge and experiences by preparing and 
exhibiting their projects. The quality of animals 
exhibited by the youth has increased because of the 
use of ultrasound technology. 4-H members increase 
confidence through showing livestock, participating 
in judging contests, and giving verbal 
demonstrations to fairgoers.  
 
Future Plans: 
The University of Idaho plans to continue providing 
educational opportunities to the youth of 
southeastern Idaho through 4-H events and activities 
at the Eastern Idaho State Fair. Educators plan to 
increase the use of University of Idaho signage in 
the 4-H building, at 4-H shows, in the livestock 
barns and at the style revue to help the public 
associate 4-H with the University of Idaho.  
 
Other Contributing Faculty: 
Reed Findlay, Bannock County 
April Ward, Bannock County 
Michelle Zaharias, Bannock County 
Carol Gunter, Bannock County 
Jessica Kowitz, Bannock County 
Audrey Liddil, Bannock County 
Karen Barron, Bannock ENP/EFNEP 
Paula Neeser, Bannock ENP/EFNEP  
Terri Benson, Bannock ENP/EFNEP 
Teri Johnson, Bannock ENP/EFNEP  
Joel Packham, Bear Lake County 
Sharlene Woffinden, Bear Lake County 
Charmaine Harwood, Bear Lake County 
Cindy Teuscher, Bear Lake County 
MaryAnne Stevens, Bear Lake County 
Scott Nash, Bingham County 
Bill Bohl, Bingham County 
Marnie Spencer, Bingham County 
Ann Whiteside, Bingham County 
Debbie White, Bingham County 
Wayne Jones, Bonneville County 
Barbara Petty, Bonneville County 
DaNell Hennis, Bonneville County 
Jessie Way, Bonneville County 
Kay Lynn Smith, Butte County 
Steven Harrison, Caribou County 
Dena Larsen, Caribou County 
Janice Stimpson, Clark/Fremont counties 
Carol Hoopes, Clark County 
Jim Hawkins, Custer County 

Danielle Gunn, Fort Hall 
Nola Cates, Fort Hall 
Stuart Parkinson, Franklin County  
Laura Sant, Franklin County  
Kim Keller, Franklin County 
Stephanie Palmer, Franklin County 
Dana Miller, Fremont County 
Lorie Dye, Jefferson County 
Brian McLain, Jefferson County 
Sue Walker, Jefferson County 
Shannon Williams, Lemhi County 
Nancy Chaffin, Lemhi County  
Gale Harding, Madison County  
Carole Garner, Madison County 
Rauhn Panting, Oneida County  
Sherry Moeller, Oneida County 
Stanley Gortsema, Power County 
Linette Riley, Power County 
Jennifer Thaxton, Power County 
Ben Eborn, Teton County 
Sally Coburn, Teton County 
Linda Robson, Teton County 
 

For More Information 
Marnie R. Spencer, MS, RD, Extension Educator 
University of Idaho Extension—Bingham County 
583 W. Sexton 
Blackfoot, ID 83221 
208-785-8060 
Fax: 208-785-2511 
Email: marniers@uidaho.edu  
http://www.if.uidaho.edu/~bingham
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