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We tend to picture 4-H kids holding a bunny, a chicken, maybe a goat. In 4-H clubs and after-school pro-
grams last year, more than 12,000 Idaho kids could be found holding a mousefa computer mouse.

In 2003, 12,219 Idaho kids participated in 4-H after-school computer technology programs. After
school technology programs during the past pve years have been held in Boise and Pocatello and in
smaller towns in Lincoln, Nez Perce, Latah, and Idaho Counties.

4-H leaders and volunteers help schools by providing computers for training, setting up Internet
access, and training school staff and volunteers in strategies that engage students in computers and
learning. This story also introduces research showing kids learn far more than just computer skills in
these programs (see page 2).
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In addition to ongoing programs, 4-H is now halfway through a 5-year $150,000 USDA Children,
Youth and Families at Risk (CYFAR) grant to bring technology to Owyhee and Canyon Counties. Both
have poverty rates of 17 to 22%nearly double the state average. In these, and other Idaho agricultural
communities where technology programs are offered, 4-H exposure to computer technology may be a
studentds only access to it.

After-school & summer camps The CYFAR grant funds after-school programs and summer camps
in both counties to teach technology, art, nutrition, theater arts, science, and more for low income fami-
lies with children in grades K-12. Teens in the program serve as teachers, role models, and mentors for
younger children and adultsigood workforce preparation. Younger children learn life skills through
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