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If constructed properly, fireplaceswill perform safely
and dependably. Improperly designed or constructed
fireplaces can be both anuisance and asafety hazard.
Fireplaces, just like anything el se, wear over aperiod
of yearsand need to be maintained to extend their life.
Herearecheckliststofollow for safely installing,

mai ntaining and operating afireplace.

Safelnstallations.

- Check to determinethat thefireplace complieswith
al building codesinyour community, including
special requirements such asearthquake construc-
tion.

-Besuretheflueisof adequate size, equal to at least
/10" the areaof thefireplace opening for chim-
neysmorethan 15feet tall and al least 1/8"the
areaof thefireplace opening for chimneyslessthan
15feet.

-Extend thechimney at |east 3 feet abovethe highest
point whereit passesthrough theroof and at |east 2
feet higher than any portion of thebuilding within 10
feet. If theroof isflat, the chimney should be at
least 3feet abovetheroof.

-Besuretheflueistight, well-built and well-main-
tained, withasmooth interior. Eachfireplace needs
itsown flue, but morethan oneflue may belocated
inthesamechimney.

-Extend the hearthinfront of thefireplaceat least
16 inchesinto theroom and at least 8incheson
either side of thefireplace opening. Usebrick,
stone, tile, concrete or other non-combustible,
hest-res stant material at least 4inchesthick.

- Support the chimney and fireplace properly. Wall-
hung chimneysand fireplacesare gpt to put undue
weight onwallsand partitions, causethefloorsto
settle and cause masonry fluesto crack. A masonry

chimney should rest on itsown foundation bel ow
thefrost line.

-Ingtdl metd flashingsto protect areaswherethe
flue goesthrough theroof, and keep themin good
repair.

-Install ametal spark arrester ontop of the chimney
to keep sparksfrom setting the house afire.

-Besureprefabricated metal fireplacesand chim-
neysare approved by the Underwriters’ Laborato-
ries(UL) andinstalled as specified by theinstruc-
tions. Free-standing fireplaces should be at least 3
feet from unprotected walls, drapes or other
flammable materias. Use necessary wall protection
to protect wallscloser than 3 feet. Place apad of
brick or insulated fireproof materia onthefloor
beneath thefireplace.

-Besurethat pipes connecting free-standing stoves
andfireplacesto achimney areat least No. 24
gaugested, UL listed and installed in accordance
withthelisting. No pipe should belonger than 10
feet nor morethan 75% of thevertica height of the
chimney, whichever isless.

-For amodified fireplace (afirebox inserted into an
existingfireplace), select onewithasted liner at
least “ainch thick to decrease thelikelihood of it
eventualy rusting out.

-Ingtall bird and animal guardson the chimney.
Squirrel and bird nests can stop up chimneys.

-If youchooseanatural gas“log,” follow ingtruction
for ingtallation and use. Look for the American Gas
Asociaion (AGA) labdl.

Maintenancefor Safety.

-Keepthefireplacein good condition by repairing
cracksinthefluelining, bricksand mortar.
-Keep theflueclear of soot, creosote and obstruc-




tions. Inspect thefireplace and chimney at least
onceayear to prevent creosote buildup.

Safe Oper ation.

- Equip thehousewith fire-warning devices.

-Ingtall atype ABC fireextinguisher near the
fireplace.

-Install ascreenthat completely coversthefireplace
opening to keep sparksfrom flying out. Keep
combustible materialssuch ascarpets, furniture,
paper, logsand kindling at |east 3 feet away from
thefireplace.

-Arrangeandironssologscan’troll out.

-Useonly enough fuel to keep thefireat thedesired
temperature. Avoid“roaring” fires. They can tart
chimney firesfrom soot and creosote depositsin
theflue.

-Donot usegasolineor other flammableliquidsto
kindleor rekindleafirebecausetheflammable
vaporscan explode. Never usefuelsnear afire;
explosivevaporscantravel thelength of aroom.

-Keep thedamper openwhilethefue isburningto
providefor efficient burning and to prevent accu-
mulation of poisonousor explosive gases.

-Never burn Christmastreegreens. They cause
many sparkswhen burning and can causeachim-
ney fire.

-Remove colored comic sectionsbeforerolling
newspapersintologs. Thecoloredinkscontain
lead and can produce toxic gases.

-Donot usecoal, charcoal or polystyrene packaging
inafireplaceunlessthefireplaceisdesignedto
handlethe excess heat and smokewhich occurs
when burning thesematerias.

-Donot treat artificia logs (madefrom sawdust and
wax) the sameway your treat real wood logs. Use
only oneat atime. If you use more, they can
producetoo much heat for somefireplacesto
withstand.

-Keep children away fromthefirebecausetheir
clothing caneasily ignite. Warntheentirefamily
about thishazard.

-Besurethat dl asheshavethoroughly cooled
beforeyou dispose of them. Put ashesin alidded
metal container to prevent apossiblefireand
provideasturdy placeto storethem. Ashesmake

good fertilizer ingardens, flowerbeds, etc.
-Besaurethefireisout completely beforeretiring for
theevening.

Safe Supply of Air. A fireplacefirerequiresabout 5
timesasmuch air asmost housesneed for liberal
ventilation. With today’ stightly-constructed houses
incorporating wesather-stripped doors, caulked
windowsand self-closing exhaust vents, afireplace
can set up reverse draft and suck poisonous carbon
monoxidefumesfrom combustion-type (natura gas,
etc.) water heatersor furnacesand dischargethem
intothelivingarea. Intight homes, thefireplace may
also consume enough oxygenfromtheair inthehouse
to cause problemsto occupants. To be safe, apositive
source of outsideair should besuppliedtodl fire-
placesand wood-or-coal burning stovestobringin
enoughfreshair for efficient burning. Thiscanbe
provided by installing an outsideair vent or opening a
window when thefireplace or stoveisbeing used. To
keep smokefrom entering theroom, turn off kitchen
and bathroom exhaust fansand closetheregistersof
forced air heating systemswhich are near thefireplace.

Beawar e of the symptomsof carbon
monoxide poisoning: sleepiness, head-
aches, dizziness, blurred vision, irritability
and inability to concenctrate. Moresevere
cases cause nausea and vomiting, short-
nessof breath, convulsion, unconscious-
nessand death. thebest first aid for carbon
nomoxidepoisoningislotsof fresh air
followed immediately by avisit toadoctor.
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