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| Planted a Tree, Now What Do | Do?
Yvonne Carree Barkley

Many of you have probably take advantage of warm
spring daysto get out and plant trees. Whether you
planted onetreein your backyard or 500 on your
woodlot, these trees need post-planting care.

Thetwo main reasonsfor seedling death areweed
competition andinsufficient moisture. Weeds compete
withtreesfor moisture and nutrients. They should be
removed from around treesfor at |east thefirst three

years. A clean planting sitewill also removethe habitat

of miceand gopherswhich can serioudy damage
seedlings. Insufficient moisture can beremedied by
watering thetreeswell at planting and then oncea
week during hot weather. Water long enough for the
water to penetratethe soil deeply. Stop watering one
month beforethe average date of thefirst frostinyour
area.

Livestock, deer, elk, and avariety of rodentsand
other small animalscan do considerable damageto
seedlings. Fencing theentire planting areaor around
eachtree, repellents, pesticides, and trapping areall
waysto control animal damage.

Seedlingsmay be damaged by sun-scald whenthe
main stemsof young trees are suddenly exposed to
intensesunlight. Thiscan beprevented by lightly
wrapping thetrunkswith white, durable paper or
placing boardsor plastic sun-shieldsat the base of
each tree on the south or southwest sideto provide
shadetothelower stem.

To protect taller treesfromwind damage, you can
stakeor install guy-wiresto each tree. Thiswill keep
thetreein placewhiletheroot systemsdevelop and
encourage straight growth and good form. Stakesor
guy-wiresshould beremoved from thetreesas soon
asthey are ableto support themselves, usually after

oneor two growing seasons.

Pruning should begin at planting. Prune off broken
branchesand thin multipleleadersto favor the best
one. Asthetree matures, remove basal sproutsand
dead branchesannually. Alsothin closely spaced,
touching or crossed branchesand thosethat form
narrow crotch angles. Thelonger youwait to begin
thistask, thelarger thejobwill be! By pruning early,
good, natural form usually devel opsafter three or four
years, greatly reducing the need for continued annual

pruning.

Newly planted treesare not the only onesneeding
spring care. By continuing thecaregivento your
seedlingsyou will insurethefuture health and vigor of
your trees. Established trees, unlike seedlings, usualy
benefit from fertilization after two growing seasonsor
more. A general ruleof thumbisto use one ounce of
all purposefertilizer for every foot of treeheight.
Apply thefertilizer intheearly spring assoon asthe
soil isfrogt-free. Roots begin growing and absorbing
nutrientslong beforethetreeleavesunfold.

Annually monitor your treesfor insect, disease, or
pesticide damage. Use pesticidescarefully and only
when symptomshave beenidentified asaspecific
insect or disease problem that should be controlled
chemically. Beware of weed and feed lawn care
productsthat can contain herbicidesthat aredeadly to
your treesand shrubs. Treesplanted closeto agricul-
tura areasareespecialy vulnerableto pesticidedrift.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Vol. 3,
No. 2.
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