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Whether planting treesis something you want to do, or

necessity hasdictated that it issomething you haveto
do, itisachorethat many of uswill probably go
through sometimeinour lives. Tree planting canbe
fun, providing agreat sense of accomplishment and
warm feelings about doing something toimprove our
environment. Then comesthehard part: seedling
maintenance, especially weed control.

Many people useacombination of cultivationand
herbicidesto control weedsand other unwanted
vegetationinatree planting. Cultivationistimecon-
suming, especialy whenyou hand-pull vegetation
around treeswhich cannot be reached by machinery.
Herbicidescan beexpensive, andif not applied
properly, can damageor kill seedlings. Another
method frequently used in forestland settingsisscalp-
ing acleanareaaround each treeat planting, inthe
often vain hopethat theweedswill not grow back
beforethetreeisestablished.

Then therearemulches. Mulchinginhibitsweed
germination and growth and conservesmoisture
around thetree, which can becomecritical during
drought years. Thebest resultsare usually obtained
when themulchisapplied to avegetation free surface.
Theliteraturefrom the manufacturersof mulching
products suggests application over existing vegetation,
withthepreventionof sunlight killingany existing
vegetation. Wehave had variableresultswith this
technique, depending on the weed species.

Many typesof mulchesareavailablefor useintree
planting and maintenance Situations. Sawdust, straw,
and bark are popular, readily available, moderately
priced, and easy to apply. One disadvantage of
organic mulchesisthey do decompose and need to be

replenished with another layer every 1to 3years,
depending onthematerial used.

Another mulching dternativeis man-madelandscaping
matsor fabrics. Thefabric mulchesof today are
usualy made of hightech materialssuch aspolypropy-
leneor polyethylene geotextilefabricsthat aretreated
for protection against ultraviol et degradation, and
guaranteed for 3to 5 years. Unlikeplastic, thesetypes
of mulchesare microperforated to allow water and air
exchange with theroot zone. Fabric mulchesgiveyou
all of thebenefitsof organic mulches, withtheaddition
of not having to replacethem or compensatefor
nitrogen | ost to decomposition. Usually by thetimethe
fabric mulch has degraded to the point of havingto be
replaced, thetreesarelarge enough to successfully
competewith any surrounding vegetation.

Theadvantagesof individual matsare: they areeasy to
ingtal by yoursdlf, comeinvarioussizes, arelong
lasting, and the cost isnot prohibitive. Thedisadvan-
tagesof using matsistheneedfor controlling un-
wanted vegetation growing between thematsand the
ability of afew weed speciesto germinate on the mats
or fabric. Using acombination of fabric matsand
organic mulches controlsweedswell and greetly helps
inretaining soil moisture, but hasthe disadvantage of
providing nesting sitesfor miceduring thewinter.

Andyternativetoindividual matsisardatively new
rolled fabric mulch being used extensively inwind-
break plantings. Therollsareavailablein different
widths, themost common being 6 and 8 feet. Land-
scapefabricsareingtalled using specialized equipment
that laysthefabric and mounds soil over theedgesto
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anchor thematerial to theground. Holesarethen
marked and cut at desired spacingsto plant trees.
Some people have found that putting arock, or some
other weighted object, next totheditishelpful in
keeping thefabric from catching thewind and being
pulled up. Rolled fabric mulchesprovide an areaof
continuous cover to aid inweed control and retain soil
moisture. They takelesstimetoinstall and areeasy to
maintain these advantages may offset the one disad-
vantage of rolled fabric mulches: increased cost.

Protecting your tree planting fromweed competition
can betime consuming and expensive. But whenyou

go out to your favorite spot and seethe new trees
coming up under theold, stroll through your high-vaue
hardwood plantation, or it back and enjoy the
benefitsof aconservation planting, youwill realizethat
all of your effortswereworthit. It hasbeen said that
“We plant treesnot for ourselves, but for future
generations.”

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 7,
No. 2.
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