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Measuring L ogs and Under standing How L ogs Are Sold
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Non-industria privateforestland (NIPF) ownersuse
negotiating skillsand businesssavvy to deal with
loggers, mill agents, and log brokers. Other NIPF
ownersrely on professional forestry consultantstofind
the best markets. Whichever method isused, some
leve of confusionremainswhentimber productsare
measured for saleto mills.

Timber productsare bought and sold under many
scales of measurement, including: the Scribner board
foot scale, cubic scale, per ton, by the cord, and even
lineal foot measurements. Themost widely used
systemin our regionisthe Scribner board foot scale.
The Scribner board foot scalewas developed by a
Christian minister named Scribner, wholivedina
logging town beforetheturn of the century. Evidently,
he had alot of time on hishands, which he spent
measuring how many boards could be cut fromalog.
Hedid thisby smply diagramming one-inch thick
boardson circlesof variousdiameters. Heused fairly
largelogsand thes” saw kerf that was standard at
thetime. His system was adapted across most of the
west and has been used for over 100 years. State-
licensed scalersusing thismethod will measurethe
small end of alog, refer to the Scribner table, and
record the number of board feet inthelog.

The Scribner board foot scale measureslog volume,
not lumber recovery. Thedifferencesbetweenlog
volumeand lumber recovery aresignificant. Log
volume, using Scribner scale, isan estimate of the
number of boardsthat can be cut from across section
of thesmall end of thelog. Lumber recovery isthe
actua number of boardsthat themill cutsfromthelog.
Scribner tableshave changed very little. Lumber
manufacturing technol ogy, however, has changed
sgnificantly; saw kerfsaresmdler, dimension cutsare
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smaller, and computershel p the sawyerscut an
optimd pattern from eachlog.

Tomeasuregross scal ethe scaler only measures
lengthand small end diameter. After grossscaleis
calculated, thescaer determinesnet scale, whichis
much more complicated. To calculate net scalethe
scaler determines crook, sweep, checks, rot and other
factorsthat influencelumber recovery fromthat log.
Sincethisprocesscan by very subjective, scalersin
millsthat buy Federa or Statetimber must belicensed
by the state. Scalersmust al so pass periodic, stringent
checksto keep their licenses. In addition, the State
Board of Scaling Practiceshasadopted rulesfor log
scaling and defect determination.

Most Idaho millsemploy state certified log scaersto
measurelogsasthey are purchased. If themill you are
considering does not - caveat emptier (buyer be-
ware)! Inthesecases, themill owner will generaly
scaed| logscoming through thegate. Whilethese
millsmight offer great pricesfor your logs, they do not
have an unbiased source measuring them. Consider
hiring athird party, such asastate licensed log scaler
to measurelogsbefore selling themtoamill not
employing astate certified log scaler.

If you have questionsor would likemoreinformation
concerninglog scaling and other forest management
topicscontact aUniversity of |daho Cooperative
Extension System areaextension forester or your local
|daho Department of Lands Forest Practices advisor.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 5,
No. 2.
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