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Many landownersand loggers do not understand the
basi csof thinning and selective cutting, and usually
need professional forestry ass stanceto understand
and apply these cutting systems. Frequently, thesmple
act of leaving sometrees standing without knowledge
of their ability for further growth and forest stability is
mistakenly considered good stewardship by some
landownersand harvest operators.

Thinningisacutting madeinimmeature standsto
redistributethe growth potential and fully utilizetrees
that would otherwise belost to decay. Thinning should
resultinfewer, larger treeswith increased quality,
volume, and valuewhen the stand ismature and ready
for aharvest/regeneration cut.

Thebasic objectiveof thinningisto regulatethe
growing spacein astand, creating an advantagefor
thetreesthat areleft. Consequently, regenerating
new seedlingsisnot a goal of thinning. Regenera-
tionwill not only increase competitionfor growing
space, but the composition of seedlings may not be
what isdesired because mostly shadetolerant, disease
and insect prone specieswill be successful. A good
timeto do athinning ison hard-packed snow to
eliminate most ground disturbance that encourages
seedlingsand other competing vegetation.

| dedlly, thetreesremoved during thinning would have
enough commercial valueto at |east cover the cost of
theoperation. Thinningsthat result in anet cost tothe
landowner are called precommercial thinning. With
recent advancesin wood-compositetechnology,
products such aswaferwood have made most
thinningsacommercia operation that providessub-
gantia profitswhileimproving the hedth and future
vaueof theforest.

Thinning treescan dramatically affect thehedth,
diversity, and potentia valueof theresidual forest and
the optionsthe NIPF owner hasfor futuresilvicultural
decisions. Professiond ass stancethrough Extension
education programs, the |daho Department of Lands
and professiond forestry consultant servicesusualy
resultin goalsmet and increased profits. Your local
Cooperative Extens on system office can provideyou
withinformation on education programs, professiona
ass stance, and thefollowing publications:

* Basics of Thinning For the Woodland Owner,
University of Idaho CISNo. 654. Coversthe
purpose, timing, and techniquesof thinning.

 Diameter Limit Cutting — A Questionable
Practice. University of Idaho CISNo. 630,
covering the advantages and disadvantages of
diameter limit cutting inrelation to timber harvest
gods.

e Thinning: An Important Timber Management
Tool, PNW 184 Describesthe biology, impacts,
and practiceof thinning.

 Using Pre-Commercial Thinning to enhance
Woodland Productivity, Oregon State University
EC 1189 describesthe opportunities of
precommercid thinning.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 5,
No. 3.
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