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Hardwoods in the Pacific Northwest
Yvonne Carree Barkley and Ron Mahoney

Regulationsand adesiretoimprovewater quality, fish
andwildlifehabitat, and stabilizemargina farmlands,
combined with thethreat of globa warming, have
increased interest in planting treesasone answer to
environmenta concerns. This, coupled withthe need
for additional farm\ranchincomehasled toresearch
oneconomicaly atractive, environmental ly sound
aternativetreecrops.

Hardwoodshavelong been highly valued for everything
fromfirewoodtothecongtructionof finefurniture.
Hardwoodsnot only providetimber, but producefruit
and nut crops, contributeto biologica diversfication
andwildlifehabitat, stabilize soils, andimprove aesthet-
ics.

Oneof themost attractive reasonsfor planting hard-
wood speciesiseconomics. At 40 years, an acre of top
quality Ponderosapinewould bevalued at $3,000,
whereasan acre of top quality black cherry could be
vaued ashigh as$30,000. On-farm processing of
certain hardwoodswould produce extraincomefor the
landowner, by sellingdirectly tolocal cabinet or furni-
turemakers.

After reviewing thecharacteristicsof severd high-vaue
hardwood species, black cherry (Prunusserotina) was
chosenfor initia experimentation. Black cherry is
adapted to awiderange of environmenta conditions.

It swoodisexceptiondly stableandiseasily air-dried
without shrinking, warping or cracking, makingit
suitablefor on-farm processing. Locdly, black cherry
sdIsfor $3.50 aboard foot retail. Thishigh priceand
thelow availability of quality black cherry lumber make
thisspeciesvery economicdly attractive.

Research beganwith extensonfiddtriadslocatedin
northern Idaho. Intitial onservationsshowed:

* Black cherry isvery frost and drought tolerant.
Care should betaken with frost pockets, inwhich
unseasonablefreezing may damagetreesthat are
lesfed out.

» Larger planting stock decreasesmortdity from
trangplanting shock.

» Animal depredation can be severeand protection
from deer, elk, and rodentsisnecessary in areas
withlarge populaionsof theseanimals.

* Black cherry doesnot grow well on siteswith
poorly drained soils.

» Weed control, pruning, andirrigation gregtly
benefit theearly growth of black cherry.

Successwith black cherry led tointerest in other high-
va ue, multi-use hardwood species. Further extension
fieldtrilswereestablished at Research and Extension
Centersat Sandpoint, Moscow and Parma, 1daho.
Specieswerechosenfor timber value, hardiness, and
potentia useinwildlifehabitat, riparian and windbreak
plantings, water quality improvement, and nut and other
commercid production. Speciesinclude black walnut,
Arizonawalnut, heartnut, buartnut, Turkishtreehazd,
whiteash, red oak, |daho sweet bur oak, English oak,
bur oak, pin oak, swamp white oak, shellbark hickory,
shagbark hickory, American chestnt,

High valuetimber. Nut crops. Increased property
vaues. Wildlifehabitat. Water quality. Soil conservation.
Biodivergfication. Awesome beauty and phenomend
grace. Think of theseattributeswhile consdering that
hardwoodswill grow well inthe Pacific Northwest.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Vol. 3,
No. 1.
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