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Complex Adaptive Systems 





City-System 
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“We are the city.” 
 

Geoffrey West 





Resilience: 

“the ability to change or 
adapt in response to 
stresses and strains.” 

 
Pendall, Foster & Cowell 
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Social Networks 



Weak-Tie, Small-World Networks 







Civity 



 



Building 
“Bridging” 

Relationships 



Bridges 
across 
demographic 
divides 
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Bridges 
between 

jurisdictions 



Bridges across sectors 
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Bridging among issues 
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Nurturing Trust 

“Creativity comes from 
trust.” 

 

 

Rita Mae Brown 



Community 
gardens 
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Trust in bridging relationships 



The 
Village 
Square 





Civity 
entrepreneurs 



“We have met the enemy,  
and he is us” 
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